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Take my bones from London and bury them at Wounded Knee 
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Qf|c.ohn Black Feather, a great grandson of Long Wolf, bedecked in an eagle feather headdress, stands watch in Brampton cemetery, west London, as the American Indian’s remains are exhumed 


Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 



ford 


ether ^n American Indian’s dying wish 
thathis body be returned to his 
st >• tribal homeland is being granted 
hp more than a century later. 

J Yesterday a colourful band of 
his relatives from several 
generations of the Oglala Sioux 
natior\ gathered in Brompton 
Cemeidry, west London, to 
i collect his remains and take them 
home so his spirit can finally rest. 

Who was Long WWfj asks flans 
Gamer, and why was he buried in 
London? 


The tragic tale of how Long Wolf went- 
to London and never came home- is leg- 
endary among members of the Oglala Sioux 
nation. Now, more than a century later, this 
modem folk story has found a happy end- 
ing. 

Long Wolf was among the warriors who 
wiped out General Custer's 7ih Cavalry at 
the battle of Little Big Horn in 1876. Ret- 
ribution from the US forces was swift and 
the Sioux suffered a shattering defeat 
Rather than be rounded up with other sur- 
vivors, Long Wblf decided to enlist in 
Colonel “Buffalo Bill" Cody’s Wild West 
Show. 

The show, which re-enacted Indian 
fights, stage coach robberies and buffalo 


hunts, was a runaway success across the US 
and Europe, and the audience at the 
Earls Court Arena included Queen Vic- 
toria and the Prince of Wales. 

But Long Wolf, then S9, was ailing and, 
realising his death was imminent, he drew 
a picture of a wolf and asked for it to be 
carved on his gravestone. Now. 105 years 
later, that wolf image still survives. In fact, 
it turned out to be the vital clue when Eliz- 
abeth Knight, a housewife from Broms- 
grove, Worcestershire, set out six years 3go 
to trace his grave. 

When Mrs Knight picked up a dog- 
eared book in a local antiques market and 
read a lament on Long Wolfs tragic life 
and burial, she was so touched that she felt 


she “just had to do something". Having lo- 
cated his grave, neglected in a lone corner 
of the crowded cemetery, she set about trac- 
ing bis descendants. With the help of 
George Georgeson, the founder of 
Britain’s own American Indian Support 
Group, Twin Light Trail, she traced Long 
Wolfs great-grandchildren and discovered 
that among his own people he was Ear from 
forgotten. 

In 1993, John Blade Feather. 60, a great- 
grandson of Long Wolf, responded to an 
advertisement placed by Mrs Knight in a 
South Dakota newspaper. He was anxious 
to assist - for “Medicine Men and Holy 
Men say that the spirit doesn’t rest until 
the body is brought home." 


Yesterday, bedecked in an eagle feath- 
er hejd-dress and beaded slippers, he stood 
in Brompton Cemetery, west London, 
and spoke of his happiness. “Fve been hear- 
ing about Long Wolf since I was a little boy. 
It’s sort of like a fairytale story. He’s some- 
one I never knew, but my mum tatted about 
- and here I am 60 years later." 

His mother, Jessie Black Feather, 87, 
is Long Wolf s most senior surviving de- 
scendenL She has always wanted to find 
her grandfather, but had never known 
where to begin. Her mother, Liyrie Long 
Wolf, was 12-yearsold when Long Wblf was 
performing in London. She heard him say, 
as he lay dying of pneumonia, how much 
he yearned to go home. And now he is. 


Generations of relatives, as well as a 
Medicine Man named Wilraer Mesteth, 
have flown to Britain to oversee the ex- 
humation of their ancestral chief, as well 
as those of his 17-month-old daughter. Star 
Ghost Dog. who was buried with him. 

The remains will be taken back home 
to the Black Hills of Dakota, where they 
will be wrapped m buffalo hide and laid 
to rest in his ancestral burial ground, on 
the open plains of the Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation, Wounded. Knee. 

Yesterday they gathered near hisgrave- 
side to sing songs: “Takala kun naive caj ohi- 
tiye waun kun/ wana henamala yelo” (“My 
people, take courage/ a warrior I have been / 
Now I am no more"). 
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22/PROMOTION 

Start collecting now 

TODAY’S NEWS 

Next: face transplants 

A breakthrough in transplant surgery was heralded 
after an extraordinary operation in Melbourne, 
AustraBa. Two teams of surgeons spent 25 hours 
replacing the face and scalp of a woman who had been 
caught in a milking machine. The surgeon, a world 
leader in the field, said it was a dry-run for 
transplanting whole human frees. Page 3 

Tonypandy dies at Si 

The ‘voice of Westminster- fell silent last night with 
the death from cancer of Lord Tonypendf- 
Commons Speaker George 
to the end, campaigning in last week's wash no 

campaign. Obituaries, page » 


Vote buying* in Britain 


The Government has decided to 
curb the millions which political 
parties can spend on elections, 
Anthony Bevins, Political Editor 
reveals. Will this cut back the 
acres of advertising and the long 
campaigns voters have to suffer? 
Or is it a ruthless attack by 
Labour on a Conservative Party 
already on its knees? 


Jack Straw, the Home Sccretaiy, is prepar- 
ing a dramatic change in the rules governing 
British elections, including the compulso- 
ry registration of parties. The changes could 
mean more restrained campaigns here, and 
would also ensure that British voters nev- 
er endure the huge propaganda efforts 
pumped out by, far instance, US political 
parties and candidates. 

In the weeks running up lo the May elec- 
tion, the Conservatives spent £20m, Labour 
went through £13m and the Liberal De- 
mocrats spent £3ra on their national pub- 
licity drives. A Labour spokesman said 
yesterday: “This thing just spirals and spi- 
rals; the parties spend and spend and spend 
again. It is madness." 

It is thought that if o ceiling had been 
imposed on national election budgets in 
May. it would have been based on a limit 
of between £5m and £10m, ensuring that 
Labour and the Tories faced each other on 
a level playing field. 

Then: is also a strong suspicion at West- 
minstcr that Tbny Blair is keen to end the 
chaige that New Labour is dancing to the 
unions’ tune because of its reliance on the 
unions' elections contributions. So there 
is party advantage in this too. Because 
Labour has less access to business finance 


than the Conservatives, it has a vested in- 
terest in introducing curbs on spending. 

The introduction of proportional rep- 
resentation for the European Parliamen- 
tary elections in 1999 is being used for the 
revision of electoral rules, including a ban 
on candidates standing on misleading la- 
bels - like “Literal Democrat" - as well as 
the cap on election spending sprees. 

Mr Straw believes tl^pt current re- 
straint on election spending is out of 
dale, because it came into force at a time 
when most cash was invested in local, con- 
stituency-based efforts. That is why there 
arc fixed limits cm individual candidates' 
spending. 

“We did not have the mass media, even 
the poster signs' that we now have," Mr 
Straw had told the Commons Home Af- 
fairs Select Committee. “There was less use 
made of the media that existed. There is 
a need to modernise our approach to elec- 
tion spending." 

The Government is already committed 
to enacting legislation obliging parlies to 
declare the source of all donations above 
a minimum figure of about £5.000. along 
with a ban on foreign funding. 

But in a memorandum to tire select 
committee, Mr Straw now says: “If a re- 
gional list system is to be introduced far 
elections to the European Parliament, there 
wDl need to be new rules governing elec- 
toral expenditure, since the emphasis will 
he much more on the promotion of par- 
ties rather than individual candidates. 

“Any examination of ihe rules govern- 
ing election expenses could also cover the 
possibility of imposing limits on expendi- 
ture at the national level by political par- 
ties." 

Lord Holme, the Liberal Democrats' 
election campaign manager, told 7Hc In- 
dependent ai his party’s conference in 


Eastbourne yesterday: “We shouldn't say 
Lhai everyone has to be as poor as us. But 
the amounts that were spent this year come 
as close as you can get to buying votes.” 

The expense in national propagan- 
da campaigns is for posters put up on ad- 
vertising hoardings across the country, with 
additional money going on newspaper ad- 
vertising, and seductive, election broadcasts. 

Mr Straw also says in his memorandum 
that proportional representation for the Eu- 
ropean parliamentary elections, the Scot- 
tish Parliament and the W?lsh Assembly. 
wiD require the registration of political par- 
ties. because the system to be used requires 
parties to offer electors lists of approved 
candidates. He plans to use the registration 
process to filter out spurious parties de- 
signed to deceive and mislead the voters. 

All parties -and many voters -have suf- 
fered from the activities of such candidates. 
In the 1994 European elections, Adrian 
Saunders, now Liberal Democrat for ’far- 
bay, was defeated by 700 votes after a can- 
didate put himself forward as a Literal 
Democrat in Devon & Plymouth East. A 
legal challenge by the Liberal Democrats 
was rejected. 

In Hackney South and Shoreditch, 
where Brian Sedgcmore was defending a 
solid Labour majority, a New Labour 
candidate received 2.436 votes - an as- 
tonishing 7.2 per cent of voles cast - and 
many people complained after voting for 
him that they had been deceived. 
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5/EDUCATION 

Excluding children from school is the equivalent of state-sanctioned tru- 
ancy, says the Children's Society; a school where a pupil committed sui- 
cide after a bullying episode has been censured by inspectors. 

6.7/EUROPE 

France has been rocked by claims that the final rounds of Intervflles, the 
hugely popular television contest that gave birth to/eux sans Froru&vs, has 
been rigged on several occasions. Plus reports from Poland and Serbia. 

9/EATING 

Restaurants are going on die offensive over what they see as excessive reg- . 
ulation.Thcy are concerned that if the Food police get their way. eating 
out will be a dull and uniform affair. 

10/CRIME 

Money launderers and drug dealers are using a concrete platform off the 
North Sea coast pretending it is a country and issuing fake passports. 

12/DESPATCHES 

Boris Yeltsin horrified human rights campaigners by giving surprise back- 
ing to a controversial law that curtails religious freedom in Russia. 

14/LIB DEM CONFERENCE 

Paddy Ashdown defended bis policy of “constructive opposition". 

15/POLITICS 

John Major wfll go on to the Tory party conference platform to back William 
Hague as the bookmakers open odds on the party leadership. 

16/HEALTH 

Confessions of a female snorer. How can you have a sex life when you 
spend the night snorting like a pig? 

17/FEATURES 

Chris Patten is a man without a job. the Tories are a party in pain. Is there 
a connection? 

18/VISUAL ARTS 

Name any of the world's tragedies of the past 20 years and as likely as 
not, Don McCullin broke the news. But what happens when you take the 
images off the front page and put them in a galleiy? 


PEOPLE 


UPDATE 



Ruth Picardie, a contributor and former 
staff member at The independent died 
yesterday at Trinity Hospice in south 
London. She was 33 and had been diagnosed 
as suffering from stage three breast cancer 
In October last year. 

Ruth joined the features department in 
1993 and worked for the paper until this 


summer. As well as her pieces on style, 
culture and family life, she wrote about the 
indignities of IYF treatment and, latterly, in 
“Before I say Goodbye,” a column for the 
Observer, about her battle with cancer. She 
leaves a husband and two-year-old twins. 

Ruth on Thatcher's handbag, page 17 
Obituary, page 19 


Edwina Currie announces end of marriage 


Edwina Currie, the flamboyant politician-tumed- 
novelist, has at last proved the gossips right by an- 
nouncing the end of her marriage to businessman 
husband Ray after 25 years. The former Tory MP, 
aged 50, toidjournalists yesterday that, after months 
of discussion, she and the father of her two chil- 
dren would be going their separate ways. 

“It is a very sad day." she said in a statement is- 
sued by her solicitors, but insisted that there were 
no other parties involved and that the split was am- 
icable. She also confirmed that daughters Debbie, 
22, and Susie, 20, had been kept fully up to date, 
saying: “We have talked it through during the sum- 
mer. so they know all about this.” 


The break-up comes after years of speculation 
by commentators. .She was a high-profile, attention- 
seeking extrovert who thrived on the constant me- 
dia attention: He was a quiet accountant, keen to 
avoid the limelight. Forever in her shadow, be was 
often portrayed as the standard bearer for down- 
trodden h irshanrts Mr Currie, aged 52, refused to 
respond to the taunts but it was dear that they both- 
ered him. Eariier this year he said: “Accountancy 
is not a public profession, whereas politicians need 
to be noticed and writers have to sell books. I have 
plenty of confidence and self-esteem and don’t re- 
gard myself as boring. Fm just quieter and less pho- 
togenic.” 


Asprilla cash *was used to buy cocaine’ 


TOURIST RATES 


Australia (dollars) 

1 1605 

Italy (lira) 

27 EOT 

Austria (schillings) 

19.48 

japan (yen) 

••? 

Belgium (francs) - • 

57 JO; 

Malta (pounds) 

0M 

Canada ($) 

2.1765 

Netherlands (guilders) 

3:1195 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.8165 

Norway (kroner)- - • 

11.35 

Denmark (kroner) 

10.62 

Portugal (escudos) 

280.55 

-ranee (francs) 

9.3006 

Spain (pesetas) 

233.25 

Germany (marks) 

2.7803 

Sweden (kroner) 

11.94 

Greece (drachmei) 

441.45 

Switzerland (francs) 

12927 

-long Kong ($) 

12.08 

Turkey (lira) 

263Q59.0C 

Ireland (punts) 

1.0495 

USA ($) 

157! 



Source: Thoms Cock 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recyded-paper made up A3JB% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
In the fast half of 1996 


Football star Faustina Asprilla 
gave up to £1.000 in cash to a sus- 
pected drug dealer who spen t the 

- money gri cocaine. a courtheard 

.yesterday. . - 

- -The. Newcastle United-smkr 
er stepped into the witness box 
at Southwark Crown Cburt to in- 
sist that he did not know Leonel 
Sarmiento-Mattoa was a cocaine 
addict or that he intended to 
spend the money od drags. He 
said he thought he was helping 
his fellow Colombian out with ac- 
commodation problems after he 
was evicted from his home. 

The court beard, that Sannien- 
to-Mattoa befriended Asprilla 
(pictured) after the footballer’s 
arrival in Britain in February, 
1996 on a transfer to Newcastle 
from Italian side Parma. 



Cleaner Sarmiento-Mattoa, 
31, from north London, told the 
court he would help the Spanish- 
speaking star with translations and 
would occasionally be given small 
sums of between £50 and £100 as 


thanks and to pay for his travel ex- 
penses. He told the jury that in ear- 
ly February this year -be visited 
Asprilla with his wife Marcella and 
told him of his accommodation 
difficulties and thostritaarggve him 
the cash in £20 notes. 

Two weeks later, on 12 Feb- 
ruary, Sarmiento-Mattoa was 
slopped by police while driving 
in London and 41.4g of cocaine 
was found in a briefcase on the 
back seat of his car. 

Sarmiento-Mattoa insisted 
that the drugs were not for As- 
prilla, but were for his own per- 
sonal use. He said be used the 
lactose as a ‘pick-ybu-up’ when 
be could not get hold of cocaine. 

He denies a charge of pos- 
sessing the drug with intent to 
supply. The case continues 


SOCIETY 

Housing boom patchy say agents 

„ K,. risinir hut seller- arc still lighting shy of the mar- 

to*a survey & the National Association oT Estate Agents 
ouhSS^e^ciarinn attempts to put an optimistic gloss on 
L findings, highlighting the fart that increasing numbers of properties 
arecoming on ihe^arket^The present imbalance of demand and sup- 

Pl, Buft£^r^ S onlta month of August tell tn rnorc sate™ 
story too many buyers arc chasing too few properties, onj th«- boom r, 
to- London. Seventy-two per cent of 
ported that demand was outstripping supply in their ureas, and 44 per . 
cent said the level of new instructions by vendors was poor. 

The survey confirms that house prices arc on the up. Eighty per Cent 
of agents said prices had increased locally compared us August last year, 
by an average of 9.8 percent. Fifty-eight per cent said business was ha- 
ter than 12 months ago. But Hugh Dunsmore-Harih. presidem ofihe 
association, says that the market is displaying “a Jckyll and Hyde char- 

^“Some areas of the country are performing much better than others, 
and for some, the feel-good factor is merely •fceling-beOer^lK: says^ 

HEALTH . 

Air conditioning hazards highlighted 

Air conditioning can cause asthma attacks, chest tightness and a runny 
nose in office workers, according to new research. 

The studv of 770 office staff found people working in air-conditioned 
offices are almost two-and-a-half times more likely to suffer from res- 
piratory infections than those in naturally ventilated buildings. 

Dr DanTeculescu told the European Respiratory Society s annual con- 
gress in Berlin that findings from his research support reports of siek 
building syndrome in the UK, Italy 
and Scandinavia. 

Upper respiratory tract infections 
caused by air conditioning included 
the common cold, sore throat and ton- 
silitis. 1 

These conditions accounted for 1 7 
percent of days off work among staff 
working in air-conditioned offices, 
compared with 9 per cent in other 
buildings. 

In the study, the French doctor ex- 
amined the levels of air temperature, 
h umi dity, airborne. bacteria and fun- 
gi. in both air-conditioned and natu- 
rally-ventilated buildings. He found 
that seven (Hit of eight symptoms were 
associated with exposure to air con- 
ditioning at work. 

DrTeculescu said: “Upper respi- 
ratory tract infections such as the com- 
mon cold are one of the main reasons 
for absence from work. Air condi- 
tioning circulates the air and can car- 
ry airborne bacteria and 
fungi.’’ 

law _ "/ " - 

. More freedom to prosecute urged 

Many of the barriers to ordinary people bringing private prosecutions should 
be swept away, the Government’s law reform body says in a report 
today. 

At present, a range of private prosecutions can only be brought with 
the consent of the Director of Public Prosecutions or the Attorney 
General. But the Law Commission says in its report that consent pro- 
virions are only justified in cases involving national security, international 
relations, freedom of expression or where it is “particularly likely, 
given the availability of both criminal and civil proceedings in respect 
of the same conduct, that the public interest will not require a prosecu- 
tion.” 

The current provisions operate as an “impediment to the right to bring 
a private prosecution, a right widely regarded as fundamental," the 
commission says. — Patricia Wynn Davies 
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History made as surgeons 
transplant a woman’s face 


One of the world’s . 
leading plastic surgeons 
has successfully 
reattached a woman's 
face after it was tom 
from her head in a 
horrific accident. Prof 
Wayne Morrison said he 
considered the 
operation a dry run for 
face transplants. 

Jeremy Laura nee. Health 
Editor, thinks the 
operation could open a 
new era in transplant 
surgery. 


Two teams of surgeons spent 25 
hours replacing the face, scalp 
and one ear of the woman. 

Professor Morrison, who led 
the surgery at the renowned St 
Vincent's Hospital in Mel- 
bourne, Australia, said that the 
day might come when major 
trauma victims left hospital 
with someone else’s face. “This 
is a dry run for actually trans- 
planting faces. This is what we 
could only dream we could 
do," he said. 

The 28-year-old woman's 
appalling injuries, described by 
Mr Morrison as the worst he 
had seen, were sustained after 
the skin of her face and scalp 
were ripped off like a glove af- 
ter her hair became caught in 
a milking machine on .a dairy 
farm in the state of Victoria, 
leaving only her chin and one 
ear intact 

She was found hy a friend, 
who would have been con- 
fronted by a sight like an 


THE SURGEON’Sf^SK^ 


Supra-orbital 
nerve among 
those reconnected 
to restore feeling 
to face forehead 
and scalp 


Extreme care 
needed to 
protect eyes, 
probably by 
sewing eyelids 
together at first 


Temporalis artery rising In 
.Vi front of oar at side of head 
reconnected to restore blood 
supply to scalp 






SWn grafts may be 
required from other 
pahs of body at join 


(GRAPHIC: KRISHNA FEftFUS 

anatomical dissection, Mr Mor- 
rison said. Her face and scalp 
were packed in ice and taken 
with her to the hospital which 
has pioneered the use of mi- 
crosurgery. There, surgeons us- 
ing microscopes reattached 
blood vessels and nerves using 
tiny stitches finer than a human 

hair . 

The surgeons worked from 
10pm last Tuesday, hours after 
the accident happened, until 
11pm the following day. Yes- 
terday, six days after the acci- 
dent, the woman was still in 
intensive care under heavy se- 
dation. but Mr Morrison said he 
was “fairly confident" that all 


<* Only chin and - 
one ear 
jvr, remained 

I after accident 

Care required to re-attach skin around ? 
nose and mouth in order to preserve 
function without over-stretching 

- the face would survive. He said 
) he knew of only one compara- 
l ble operation performed before, 
i several years ago in China. 

Describing the case to re- 

- porters, Mr Morrison compared 
1 it to the movie Face/Off now 
j playing in Australia and due to 
i open in Britain. FaceJOffis a vi- 
olent action thriller starring 

) John Travolta and Nicholas 
r Cage 3S enemies whose faces are 
I swapped by surgeons. 

However, Mr Morrison ad- 

- milted that there were still for- 
i midable problems of rejection 

- to be overcome. The skin is the 
; most immunologically resistant 
1 organ in the body - it provokes 


a more violent response Lhan a 
heart or kidney when trans- 
planted into another body. 

Although immunosuppres- 
sant drugs could be given Lo pre- 
vent rejection, their long-term 
effects arc thought too risky ex- 
cept in cases such as heart and 
kidney transplants where death 
is likely without a transplant. 

Stewart Watson, consultant 
plastic surgeon at Withington 
Hospital Manchester, and an ex- 
pert on the care of accident vic- 
tims, has treated war wounded 
in Bosnia and earthquake sur- 
vivors in Armenia and Iran. He 
said the injuries suffered by the 
woman were unique. "The scalp 
is vulnerable to “de-gioving” 
where the skin comes off but I 
have never heard of a case like 
this involving the face as well." 

Once the graft had taken and 
the blood supply bad been re- 
established the biggest problem 
facing the surgeons would be to 
restore feeling to the face and 
to ensure the proper function- 
ing of the eyelids and mouth. 
"They will need to take extreme 
care to protect the eyes, prob- 
ably by sewing the eyelids to- 
gether initially. Getting good 
eyelid function will be one of the 
major challenges as well as 
dealing with the junction of the 
skin at the nose and mouth so 
that it is not overstretched, he 
said. 

Surgeons at Si Vincent's 
- hospital said the wo man may be 
able to go home within two 
weeks. Mr Morrison said she 
would have scars around her 
eyelids and chin but would be 
recognisahly the same person. 
"She will have animation of her 
face and the essential charac- 
teristics will be there," he said. 


KEY TO TOMORROW’S COSMETIC SURGERY 


Today's science fiction is tomorrow' s cos- 
metic surgery. The suggestion that face 
transplants could become a reality rais- 
es the prospect of the ageing rich raid- 
ing the cadavers of beautiful 20-year-old 
accident victims for a youthful new look. 

Just as the extraordinary techniques 
developed 50 years ago by Sir Harold 
Gillies, the father of plastic surgery, for 
treating badly burnt Second World Wir 
bomber pilots have metamorphosed into 
nips and tucks for the pampered rich, so 
new methods being developed for today’s 
accident victims may find a place in the 
beauty salons of the 21st century. 

Gould Cindy Jackson. 42, who un- 
derwent 27 operations at a cost of 
£60,000 have saved herself the trouble 
with a single face transplant? 


Although face transplants are techni- 
cally possible, their introduction is held 
up by problems of rejection. Powerful im- 
munosuppressant drugs are not justified 
for non-life- threatening conditions and 
even disciples of self-improvement such 
as Ms Jackson would draw the line at tak- 
ing potentially toxic doses. 

James Frame, consultant plastic sur- 
geon at St Andrew’s hospital Essex, who 
has been doing research in the area for 
four years, said: "What, the transplant 
world is waiting for is a way of overcoming 
the rejection problem without drugs." 

The best candidate is "transfection" 
- a method of transferring genes lo the 
new tissue, using a virus as a carrier to 
“infect" it, ensuring that it is accepted by 
the recipient of the transplant. 


Mr Frame said the first candidates for 
a face transplant, were it lo become pos- 
sible, would be cancer patients. “If some- 
one has surgery for cancer of the mouth 
the best we can do for them is lift in sec- 
tion of skin from their back and trans- 
fer it to their face. The results are not very 
good. I feel as a cosmetic surgeon we 
ought to be able lo offer them something 
better." 

But creating a new look for the vain 
would be more difficult than replacing 
skin and underlying tissue with someone 
else's face. Mr Frame said: “It can’t be 
done. The skeleton would still be there. 
Because of that basic background, what- 
ever you put over the top you would still 
be left with the same individual." 

— Jeremy Laurence 




Josie Russell: Watched the identity parade through a one-way screen Bona Hansen 


Josie 

attends 

identity 

parade 


Josie Russell, the 
schoolgirl who survived 
Che Kent murder of her 
mother and sister which 
shocked the country last 
summer, has recovered 
enough to attend an ID 
parade. Police believe 
they may be on the 
verge of a breakthrough 
says Kate Wotson-Smyth. 


Kent Rilke would not reveal the 
results of the identity parade but 
a spokesman said yesterday 
that they were now consulting 
with the Crown Prosecution 
Service. 

Josie was persuaded to at- 
tend the parade at Rainham po- 
lice station at the weekend by 
police investigating the murder 
of her mother Lin and six-year- 
old sister. Megan. They were 
murdered as they walked home 
from school in Chittenden, 
Kent, 14 months ago. During 
the attack in a narrow country 
lane Josie, 10, suffered ap- 
palling head injuries after being 
beaten with a hammer. 

A Kent Police spokesman 
said yesterday: “We can confirm 
that an identity parade did lake 
place. We are now consulting 
with the Crown Prosecution 
Service following that identity 
parade." 

It is understood Josie was ac- 
companied by her father. Dr 
Shaun Russell, as she was dri- 
ven from her home in North 
Whies lo Rainham. Dr Russel L 
a former university lecturer, 
comforted his daughter as she 
watched the parade, which in- 
cluded the possible killer, from 
behind a one-way glass screen. 

One of the nine men in the 
parade had previously been 
questioned by police about the 
at lack before being released. 



The tally on a Mondex card is checked using a personal scanner 


Virtual cash, straight to your mobile phone 


‘E-cash’, which stores 
money as digits on smart 
cards, could soon make 
credit and debit cards 
■ook outdated. It is 
already used in Swindon, 
and Charles Arthur , Science 
Editor, says it could soon 
come to a mobile phone 
near you* 


f visiting the cash machine is 
canning loo much effort - the 
Silking. queues, and the mk 

'iat it may have run out of cash 
then help is on the way. Gct- 

your hands on some tnon- 
. rauld soon require nothing 
kre than dialling a few digit's 
I your mobile phone - where 
9 “■ money will be sent direct- 

;ellnet, the mobile phone 


company, has teamed up with 
the "smart card" payments 
company Mondex Internation- 
al to develop a system that will 
let you withdraw cash, in the 
form of encrypted strings of dig- 
its, directly from your bank ac- 
count, and store it on a 
computer chip slotted into the 
back of a mobile phone. That 
can then be used with a suitable 
card reader to pay for items 
costing from Ip upwards. 

Any of Cellnet's 1.4 million 
customers with a digital GSM 
phone could use the system, 
which could also be used to de- 
posit cash. The greatest bene- 
fit would be for getting money 
for transactions of £5 or less, 
which are too expensive to car- 
ry out with credit or debit cards. 
When a transaction takes place, 
a complex calculation takes 
place and the digits on the buy- 
er's card ore dc-incremented. 


while those on the seller’s card 
arc incremented. The digits 
correspond to money; at any 
point they can be transferred to 
the owner's bank account for 
suitable credit. 

The scheme could be in op- 
eration within a couple of years. 
The technological obstacles 
have largely been overcome - 
particularly relating to security 
of data transfer - because dig- 
ital mobile phones can’t be 
cloned. The principal problem 
is to ensure that the phone’s 
chip is credited when the bank 
account is debited. “We want lo 
take the maximum care, be- 
cause this is people’s money," 
said a Cell net spokesman. Cell- 
net already offers Barclays cus- 
tomers remote access to their 
account details, but without 
money transfer. 

Other phone companies are 
likely to be in hot pursuit. Cell- 


net admitted that “any for- 
ward-looking mobile phone 
company would examine this 
area." 

Today’s announcement ex- 
tends Mondex’s pilot project 
which started in July 1995 in 
Swindon. There, “smart cards" 
- credit cards with an embed- 
ded microprocessor - were in- 
troduced for use by the general 
public. Though the initial re- 
action was lukewarm, other 
Mondex projects have followed 
in the UK and other countries. 
By the end of this year Mondex 
expects to have produced more 
Lhan a million reloadable “e- 
cash" cards. 

Earlier this year the credit 
card company Mastercard 
bought 5 1 per cent of Mondex, 
and both MastereardfanU its 
competitor Visa have begun is- 
suing “stored value" credit cards 
which contain electronic cash. 


direct 

0345 900 900 

Open seven days a week from Sam to 10pm 
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Not one year, two. 

Choose our highly flexible Elect 3 finance scheme and we'll 
pay for comprehensive insurance through to Autumn 1999. 

Not to mention 2 years warranty and roadside assistance. 
This offer applies to all Saxos up to and including the sporty 
VTR above. Elect 3 special prices start from just £8,010 on the 


road for the 1.1 iX 3 door (15.9% APR). 

A model that gives you a driver's airbag and a four speaker 
radio cassette. Coded engine immobiliser. Tinted windows and 
body coloured bumper skirts. 

See? We even give you quality of life insurance, 

For further information call free on 0800 262 262. 
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Elect 3 prices from £8,010 on the road 


CITROEN SAXO 

NOTHING MOVES YOU LIKE A CITROEN 
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Exclusions are state-sanctioned truancy, says charity 



Dachau Fraser-Matthews, one of the children at Trinity St Mary's primary school who rs taking part in the Shine project Photograph: Kalpesh Larhigra 


A'new project is trying 
to help disruptive 
children as young as four 
avoid exclusion from 
school. But the charity 
running die project 
believes that the 
Government is not doing 
enough to fight the 
rising tide of exclusions. 
Judith Judd, Education Editor , 
reports. 


The Children’s Society, the 
children's charity, is piloting a 
scheme which sends experts 
into schools to work with pri- 
mary children who are at risk 
of exclusion. 

Teachers and parents can re- 
fer children for support. Chil- 
dren themselves can also 
volunteer to be helped. 

The two-year project be- 
gan a year ago. So far, says the 
society, feedback from both 
parents and children is en- 
couraging. One four-year-old 
who had been excluded from 
another school has been able to 
remain in his current primary 
school, thanks to the project 
workers' efforts. 

The rate of exclusions is ris- 
ing more quickly in primary 
than in secondary schools. 
There was a 30 per cent 
increase in exclusions from pri- 


‘She showed him how to deal with his anger - they 
made toys which he could smash 1 


When Adrian Thompson was 
eight, his mother. Shirley, re- 
ceived a letter from his school 
-saying lhat he was in danger of 
'being excluded unless his be- 
haviour improved. 

Now Adrian is ten and. his 
mother says, he is still in school 
thanks to the help he has 
received from the Children’s 
Society’s Shine project (Schools 
Have Inclusive Education). 

She says: “He was on the 
\ erge of being excluded for dif- 
ficult behaviour. He was very 
hyperactive and he kept throw- 
ing things across the class- 
room. He was also being bullied 
ami. every time somethmg went 
wrong, he felt lhat he was 
blamed fctr it. 


“But he didn’t know how to 
express himself. When I asked, 
be said he was fine.” 

His behaviour problems 
meant that he was also strug- 
gling with his work. 

Part of the trouble, Mrs 
Thompson says, is that she is a 
nurse working night shifts so 
that she was not always avail- 
able when Adrian came home 
from school. 

Jill, the project worker, per- 
suaded Adrian to talk, and a 
pattern was worked out be- 
tween Mrs Thompson, Jill and 
his tutor so that one of them 
was always available to talk. 

Adrian, who attends Trini- 
ty St Mary’s primary school in 
Balbazn, south-west London, 


enjoyed his one-to-one ses- 
sions with Jill each week. “He 
felt someone was interested in 
him and that gave him confi- 
dence,’’ his mother said. “She 
showed him bow to deal with 
his anger. They made toys 
which he could smash. 

“I was frightened about 
what would happen when he 
went back into class but there 
has been no problem. He has 
learnl to read and be now likes 
school. 

“1 don't know what we 
would have done without the 
help. There needs to be a sys- 
tem so that parents and teach- 
ers get together and communi- 
cate properly.” 

— Judith Judd 
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maiy schools io 1J372 during the 
last year. 

Research suggests that pri- 
mary school children who are 
permanently excluded from 
schools lose an average of 
three-quarters of a year’s 
schooling. 

Exclusions of children of all 
ages have risen by 450 per cent 
over the last five years and 
topped 13,500 two years ago. 

The Children's Society is 
sending two project workers 
into two London schools four 
mornings a week to give one- 
to-one help to children at risk 
of exclusion, and to work with 
groups on issues such as friend- 
ship and bullying. 

Pippa Bremner. the project 
leader, said that most children 
bad been referred to them by 
teachers but they were de- 
lighted by the number of par- 
ents who bad come forward. 
She added: “A couple of chil- 
dren have also come to us. but 
they tend to be more con- 
cerned with the immediate sit- 
uation: they are having a lot of 
difficulty in the playground or 
nobody is talking to them." 

The project also helps with- 
drawn children who are not dis- 
ruptive but who are not fully 
included in the life of the 
school. 

In addition, it runs parents' 
groups and advises on the train- 
ing of classroom assistants. 
The idea is to get the whole 


school thinking about how ex- 
clusions can be reduced. 

Ms Bremner said: “These 
schools show that, with outside 
support and the commitment of 
schools, parents, pupils, chil- 
dren who might otherwise be 
excluded can be given a real 
chance. If you’re excluded at the 
age of five, what hope does that 
give a child for the rest of its 
life? The national figures for 
black children, particularly 
Lhose from Afro-Caribbean 
backgrounds, are inexcusable.” 

Afro-Caribbean pupils are 
four times more likely to be ex- 
cluded from school than other 
children. 

Ian Sparks, the society's 
chief executive, said lhat ex- 
clusions amounted to “state- 
sanctioned truancy. While the 
Government has announced 
some welcome plans to tackle 
truancy, we want to see more 
work on preventing exclusions. 

“The statistics are a sham- 
bles. No one knows how many 
children are excluded tem- 
porarily and there's even doubt 
about the figures on permanent 
exclusions." 

For children in difficulties, 
he said, it was a frighteningly 
short route from primary 
school to prison. A recent Au- 
dit Commission report found 
that 78 per cent of perma- 
nently excluded pupils and 31 
per cent of those temporarily 
excluded committed crimes. 
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Simply better 
connected. 


University scholarships take 
pain out of tuition fees 


As sixth formers begin 
preparing university 
applications for next 
year, one institution is 
launching £1,000 
scholarships to tempt 
prospective candidates. 
Since would-be students 
are now facing the costly 
prospect of tuition fees 
and the abolition of 
grants, the offer could 
mark the start of a 
trend, writes Lucy Ward, 
Education Correspondent 


Students applying to the Uni- 
versily of Wales. Bangor, have 
the chance to win the equiva- 
lent of .t year’s tuition fee un- 

» der a new scholarship scheme. 
The university launched the 
offer, which it plans to extend 
new year, as it emerged that 
other institutions arc also con- 
. side ring similar moves amid 
feats thai tuition charges being 
r introduced, next September 
could deter potential students. 
Under the Bangor scheme. 


eight departments from English 
to engineering will each offer 
a £1,000 scholarship, to be 
awarded by competition based 
on an essay, project or assign- 
ment. 

The sum, payable in three 
instalments during the under- 
graduates' first year, exactly cov- 
ers the maximum amount 
students will be expected to pay 
annually for tuition under plans 
announced by the Government 
in July. 

Charges will be means test- 
ed according to parental in- 
come, and about one-ihini of 
students will be liable for the 
full amount, while a further 
third pay nothing and the rest 
arc charged on a sliding scale. 

Bangor’s academic regis- 
trar David Roberts said that, at 
a lime when students were in- 
creasingly worried about their 
finances, the scholarships were 
expected to be “extremely at- 
tract ive" to applicants. 

The offer also represents a 
useful marketing tactic ala time 
when universities fear a rush fcx 
the last free higher education 
places this year and initial wari- 
ness over fees could mean few- 


er applications for next Sep- 
tember. 

The applications process 
for 1998 entry has already be- 
gun, but ihe Government has 
not yet spelt out the detail of 
its fees proposals. 

At a conference of the Com- 
mittee of Vice-Chancellors and 
Principals last week, the high- 
er education minister Baroness 
Blackstohc promised an an- 
nouncement within a fortnight, 
but uiuvcrsiuesTear some ques- 
tions could remain unanswered 
until later in the autumn, when 
many applications will have al- 
ready been made. 

Dr Geoffrey Copland, vice- 
chancellor of the University of 
Westminster and chair of the 
26-strong Coalition of Modem 
Universities, an organisation 
representing many of the for- 
mer polytechnics, said many in- 
stitutions were considering 
offering scholarships and bur- 
saries but could not act without 
more detail on fees. 

He said: “There is a real 
concern among CMU and I 
think widely that there may be 
students who will be deterred 
from taking up places.” 
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I'm .wring trj >t>>r 

I'm tji»ng to \iun again. 

l m Viwv io make strategic Utile piles 

o f things like t igan nes aml wffiwwJ’A 

mid hutimms ‘ cf^s. and cubes afcault -c e. 

and range them, along yimrnxae. 

until \t>u notice them : 
and then I'm going to balance 

sjhdith' huger ihinUPw . , 

tike fish, or fruit, orndips. on my head, 
whispering a* I walk: Sf wak to me, 
whispering Speak to me phase 


: This week’s poems come from Beyond Bed- 
hmi (Anvil Press.£7.95). An anthology of work 
■ “written out of mental distress", it has been 
edited by Ken Smith and Matthew Sweeney 
to mark the 750th anniversary of the Bethlcm 
Royal and Maudsley hospitals; proceeds from 
the volume go to three mental health chari- 
; ties. Sclima Hill’s poem first appeared . in A 
• Uule Book of Meta ( Bloodaxe). 
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Poland’s revolutionaries 
celebrate a comeback 


Solidarity is set to gain 
power again after a 
surprisingly dear victory 
over the reformed 
Communists. The price 
may be a bigger dose of 
free market medicine 
than they would like. 

Imre Karnes reports. 


Vowing to complete the revo- 
lution of 19S9, leaders of the dis- 
parate strands of Solidarity 
celebrated their comeback to 
the centre-stage of Polish poli- 
tics yesterday and began the ar- 
duous task of putting together 
the next government 

After Solidarity's stunning 
victory in Sunday's general elec- 
tions. the righl is on the verge 


of power. According to projec- 
tions, the Solidarity Election Ac- 
tion block, with about 34 per 
cent of the votes, will be the 
biggest party in the new sejm 
(parliament). Prime Minister 
Wlodziniierz Ctmoaewicz's for- 
mer Communists scored a cred- 
itable 27 per cent, but their 
coalition partners, the Peas- 
ants’ Party, won only about 7 per 
cent of the votes. If the projec- 
tions are correct, the left can- 
not cobble together a majority. 

On the right, matters have 
been simplified by the failure of 
fringe parties to gain a foothold. 
Freedom Union, the liberal 
wing of Solidarity of old, was 
forecast to win 14 per cent of the 
votes. When these are translat- 
ed into seats. Solidarity will be 
able to form a government with 
the liberals of Freedom Union. 


Lech Uhlesa, who led Soli- 
darity against the Co mmunis t 
regime in 1989, offered his ser- 
vices yesterday as an honest bro- 
ker. “I would like to invite the 
victorious leaders for Wednes- 
day or Thursday at the latest,” 
he announced yesterday. “We 
have to make the best use of this 
victory and push reforms for- 
ward." The former president 
played virtually no part in the 
election campaign, but his in- 
tervention suggests that be 
would like a taste of victory. 

Freedom Union’s price fora 
deal is a radical reform pro- 
gramme drawn up by their 
leader, Leszek Balcerowrcz. 
Whether Solidarity’s trade union- 
ists can digest all the free-mar- 
ket medicine prescribed by Mr . 
Balcerowkz is the question upon 
which the future of Mand hangs. 


Lech Walesa (right) and Solidarity chairman Marian Krzaldewski 
welcoming the first exit polls on Sunday Photograph: Gzarek Sokotowsld 
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Hard men 
and fascists 

triumph in 
Serbian vote 


mm 


Slobodan Milosevic, the . 
great survivor of Serbian 
politics, again proved 
yesterday that “defeat*’ 

is not a phrase that Tits 
easily jnto his political 
vocabulary. Preliminary 
results from 
parliamentary and 
presidential elections 
.suggested severe losses 
for the democrats, who 
only eight months ago 
were both strong and 
united. Stews Crawshaw 
says the biggest gainer in 
the elections was a 
quasi-fascist opposition 
candidate. 


Mr Milosevic's favoured can- 
didate to be Serbian president 
looked set to gain around 35 per 
cpnt of the vote; the candidate 
of the far right, Vojislav Scselj, 
came second with about 30 per 
cent; Vuk Draskovic, one of a 
troika of leaders who spear- 
headed opposition demonstra- 
tions earlier this year, came 
third, with about 20 per cent. 
Opposition parties which bad 
called for a boycott of the polls 
were disappointed that voters 
Med to respond in sufficient 
numbers. The turnout was 
around 60 per cent comfortably 
over the 50 percent minimum. 

Mr Milosevic, who served 
the maximum two terms as 


Serbian president, has stayed at 
the top by moving recently to 
become the leader of Yu- 
goslavia (which now consists of 
Serbia and the little republic of 
Montenegro). His predecessor 
as Yugoslav leader, Zoran Lil- 
ic: Looks set to take over from 
his political master as Serbian 
president. He will face Mr 
Seselj, of the Serb Radical Par- 
ty, in a run-off on 5 October. Fbr 
supporters of the moderate op- 
position, the choice is depress- 
ing - between Mr Lilic, widely 
regarded as a Milosevic puppet, 
on the one hand, and the ag- 
gressive Mr Seselj, on the oth- 
er. Mr Lilic is likely to be 
regarded by many as the lesser 
evil; but the chances of an in- 


creased boycott seem high. J 

less than 50 per cent of eligible ' V V "4BW . 
voters cast their vote in the see- - ifeLk’ “ ‘ 
ond round, then the presiden- . / 3|jK| 

dal election will have to be held r. Hjfll 
a second time. .’•<? BV’T* 1 

In December and January,;. ; 
huge street demonstrations :v Mjj 

forced government retreats, v' - '- 
Since then, however, the op- V* 

position has Men into disarray.. ^ r 

Zoran Djindjic, mayor or Bel- 
grade and leader of the oppo- 
sition Democratic Party, led 
calls for an electoral boycott. 7 
But the con trad ictoiy signals' 

(“vote!" "don’t vote?") from the 
opposition disoriented many __ 
voters. The Organisation for Sc- . * 

eurity and Co-operation in Eu- 
rope (OSCE), which sent J ^ 
election observers, blamed the /. U=-'- ~ ■ 
government for the “climate of ' . * 

mistrust" ivhicfa surrounded the ' 
election process, including - - 

doubts over the printing of bal — - ' 

lot sheets. The OSCE talked or 
“serious concerns" about the • 
electoral process - but also in- 
sisted publicly that the boycott 
had been misguided. 

In the parliamentary elec- ( . 

tions, it seems that the existing- d “ 

government coalition will need r- " ' 

new allies in order to fonn a 1 •: 

government. Mr Seselj’s Radi- , ^ , 

cal Party came second. Bui 
there has been widespread • * 
speculation in recent weeks- -■ ^ v 

that Mr Milosevic has struck a . . . 
secret deal with Mr Draskovic. ^ ■. 

According to one popular the- 7- • . . 

oiy, the breakaway member of ' - ' 
the opposition troika could re- ' ’" J 

ceive a position in the new 
government, in return for a 
promise of partial loyalty to Mr 
Milosevic. 

Western observers agreed 
that an important flaw in the ' 
electoral process included high- J 

ly distorted television coverage. - 
. The-OSCE referred to a report 
produced by the European In- 
stitute for the Media, whose 
monitoring mission analysed 
Serbian media coverage in 
quantified detail. In particular, 
the institute argued that elec- 
tion coverage on stale television 
-the only television which peo- 
ple in many parts of Serbia can 
see, because of government re- 
strictions on independent 
broadcasting - was “funda- 
mentally flawed". 
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I t takes courage to 
start your own 
business, but you 
can feel more sure of 
success if you get information and support from 
Lloyds Bank. 

Take^ your first ste p toda y - call us, 
and we’ll send you a free copy of the Penguin 
Small Business Guide (usual a 
retail price £12). This highly- , 

acclaimed handbook to £ 

starting and running a * 

business has already sold \ 


Call the Lloy ds Bank Business 
V Start up Hotline now on . 


. foryour Bt^-apn^araratwuaitdfor a 

'ho^obSgatiott meeting -with a Business Banking . 
L- • . Manager near you,' ' 


Lral afl ctiatKtr; tines i^n Sara - 8pm Mufutav i“ ftfcby. 

MUm - 2pm wvela’nds. Pka*. qunit* nAivna* UTjriB. 

Thr after is uiwitiNr M nb of Ewiuat, SttJLuJ an J lldh. 
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Red Hamburg snubs racists 


Making waves: Hamburg, Germany’s gateway to the world, where the mayor played the racist card Photograph: Rex 

France’s favourite 
^game show host not 
amused by allegations 
of funny business 


Chancellor Helmut Kohl's 
beleaguered .government has been 
thrown a fife-fine by even more 
shambolic opponents. As the 
Social Democrats self-destruct in 
Red Hamburg, Imre Karats 
examines the prospects of the 
German opposition. 


For the East time since the beginning of the 
election campaign, He nning Voscherau did 
the decent thing yesterday. "Hamburg, my 
hometown, T wish you luck,” he said. With 
those words he bade farewell not only to 
Germany’s gateway to the world, but to 
national politics. 

"Good riddance,” some people in bis 
party muttered. For Mr Voscherau, out- 
going mayor of Hamburg and would-be 
Social Democrat finance minister, is guilty 
of an unforgivable sin. lb descend into the 
gutter in search of the racist vote might be 
excusable. But to end up losing votes 
despite a blatantly populist campaign rs very 


careless Indeed. The tragedy for the SPD 
is that Mr Vosdoerau’s way represented the 
future. He and his Mends had seen Tony 
Blair shift the Labour Party to the right and 
ride the populist wave to power. If it worked 
in Britain, it should work in Hamburg, he 
reasoned. 

The waning theme was to be “law and 
order”, the words in their original English 
emblazoned across the posters of Hamburg. 
But given that the Social Democrats have 
run the city for 40 years, and Mr Voscher- 
au had been mayor for the last 10, he could 
not exactly blame the local government. 

So Mr Voscherau and pointed the fin- 
ger at the enemy in the midst: foreigners. 
He was to combat crime by sending, 
"home" the immigrants who were largely 
responsible for soaring crime statistics. 

The gambit worked, to some extent. On 
Mr Voscherau's coat-tails, the loathsome 
German People's Union nearly sneaked 
into the regional assembly, falling less than 
300 votes short of the entry ticket. The 
Christian Democrats, the mainst ream law- 
and-order party, increased their vote by 5 
per cent. But the Social Democrats lost 5 


per cent, plunging to their lowest share of 
The vote in Hamburg since the war. The 
party still cam e in first, and should he able 
to form the city's government in tandem 
with the Greens. But the experience has 
left a bitter taste which is bound to linger 
until next September's national elections. 

Fur the linkage between law and order 
and immigration was not a fringe issue 
floated by a marginal politician. Mr 
Voscherau had been marked nut for 
greater things, and his campaign theme was 
the trial balloon of the Social Democrats' 
best-placed champion against Mr Kohl next 
year. 

"Internal security" and the danger 
posed to German society by foreigners is 
Lhe hobby horse of Mr Voscherau’s clos- 
est political ally, Gerhard Schrocdcr. 
Prime Minister of neighbouring Lower Sax- 
ony. Mr Schroeder fancies himself as the 
German Tony Blair. He has his own 
regional elections next April, and if he wins 
those handsomely, he will make a bid fur 
the national nomination. 

Mr Schrocdcr was adamant yesterday 
be will not alter his strategy. 
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Is the country's most 
popular television game 
show a fix? At least three 
fingers of suspicion point 
at the presenter of 
Intervilies, the prototype 
fbr/eux sans Fronti&res. A 
French institution lies in 
. ruins. John Lichfield plays 
the joker ... 


Say it ain’t so, Olivier. The 
problem is that Olivier Chia- 
bodo has vociferously said it 
ain’t so but, m the face of the 
photographic evidence, no one 
much believes him. 

Mr Chiabodo is the referee 
and co-presenter of Intenilies, 
the knockabout knockout con- 
test which has been one of 
France's favourite television 
programmes for three decades. 
General de Gaulle, at the 
height of his powers, would re- 
arrange his schedule to ensure 
that be could watch the show, 
celebrated, amongst other 
things, for a kind of mock bull- 
fight with adolescent cows 
wearing rubber balls on their 
horns. 

, ■ It is now alleged that on at 
Jeast two occasions, this year’s 
semi-final and last year's final. 


the satirical newspaper, Le Ca- 
nard Enchain J, which first 
made the allegations. So has 
Jean-Marie Delahaye, mayor of 
one of the Puy-du-Fou villages 
and leader of the team on the 
fateful night. 

Tn the meantime, everyone 
has started throwing mud at 
everyone else- rather like a se- 
quence from Intervilies itself. 

The mayor of a village beat- 
en by Puy-du-Fou last year an- 
nounced he had seen Mr 
Chiabodo making similar signs 
at a similarly tense point in the 
1996 final. Gilbert Baumet, may- 
or of Pont-Saint-Esprit, said he 
believed the gestures were marfp 
to the saintly Mr de VUIiers him- 
self, sitting in the audience, who 
relayed them to his team. 

After a crisis meeting at 
TF1, senior executives were 
shown every edition of Intavilles 
for the last two years (itself an 
exquisite form of punishment). 
They also came to the conclu- 
sion that there was funny busi- 
ness in last year's final. 

Mr Chiabodo tersely denies 
all charges. "I was scratching 
myself.” he is reported to have 
told his bosses. “You’d have to 
be an idiot,” he told Canard. 

But why would he help Puy- 
du-Fou to win? The show has 
7 million viewers, one in eight 



Olivier Chaibodo: Allegedly shown on 
French television signalling the answers 


the outcome was fixed by the 
referee, Mr Chiabodo. On both 
occasions the beneficiary was 
Puy-du-Fou, a collection of vil- 
lages in western France, whose 
chief local big-wig is Philippe de 
Villi ers, an aristocratic, ultra- 
conservative, anti-European 
politician. 

The videotape of the semi- 
final in July shows Mr Chiabo- 
do giving a surreptitious, 
three-fingered gesture on three 
occasions, as the Puy-du-Fou 
villagers were struggling to an- 
swer a multiple-cboice question. 
"We are agreed that the answer 
is number three,” announced 
(he team leader. 

A few minutes later, with the 
referee out of camera shot, the 
Puy-du-Fou team again gave 
the right answer but, once 
a gain , seemed to know the 
number of the answer, rather 
than the answer itself. 

The main French private 
television channel, TF1 , and the 
production company of Inter- 
vilies, have said they will start 
•legal action against Mr Chia- 
bodo. He has said he will sue 


of all French people. For small 
French communities, appearing 
on Intervilies, and especially 
making an extended run, is 
second only to being visited by 
the Tour de France as a means 
of boosting domestic tourism. 

Villages ahead}' pay for the 
right to be on the show. The 
suspicion - as yet no more 
than that - is that some villages 
might also pay to win. Puy-du- 
Fou, in the Vendee, south of 
Brittany, has a musical and 
dance festival each summer, 
which attracts tens of thou- 
sands. Tl also has a son et lumiere 
show which seeks to vindicate 
the actions of the local royal- 
ist counter-revolutionaries mas- 
sacred in thousands during the 
French Revolution - an issue 
dear to Mr de VilUers’ heart. 

TFI has promised the most 
vigorous investigation. It says it 
will scan legal action, not just 
against Mr Chiabodo, but also 
against persons unknown, sug- 
gesting it suspects some land of 
conspiracy. “The credibility of 
the station is threatened.” said 
its director of communications. 
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Commuters suffer heavy delays after Southall rail crash 


Last week's train crash at 
Southall paralysed a key stretch 
of the rail network, severely 
disrupting commuter traffic. 
Randeep Ramesh, Transport 
Correspondent, predicts that 
today's journey will be easier. 


Train operators promised a “near normal” 
service today after commuters suffered 
24 hours of travel chaos. 

Friday's west London train crash dis- 
aster at Southall, which killed six people, 
saw rail services on the busy section of 
track between Reading and Paddington 
suspended - forcing other train compa- 
nies to put on extra carriages. 

Extra carriages were added to exist- 
ing services between Reading and Wa- 
terloo. although the number of services 
was not being increased. Train companies 
said the only problems for travellers to- 
day was that “a few peak-hour trains may 
terminate earlier than expected but pas- 
.scngeis could use connecting services”. 

Yesterday, South West Trains added 
up to four extra carriages on services to 
Bristol and Reading. Some Great West- 
ern high-speed trains, which would nor- 
mally terminate at Paddington, were 
redirected to Waterloo. 

Motoring organisations reported heav- 
ier traffic than usual on the local roads 
surrounding train stations and on the M4 
heading into London. This is not expected 
to continue today. A spokesman for 
Great Western Trains, said that there was 
extra journey time of up to an hour for 



Passengers at Reading station queuing for trains to London which were disrupted while the track was repaired at Southall 


Photograph: Tom Pflston 


customers from the south west and 
Wales. In London, travellers were told to 
avoid Paddington station. Six people 
died and more than 160 other passengers 
were injured in Friday’s crash when a hi gh 


speed train from Swansea to Paddington 
smashed into an empty freight train 
crossing in front of it at near Southall sta- 
tion. While most of the wreckage was 
cleared from the line yesterday, workers 


still have to replace 500 yards of damaged 
track and signalling. Investigations are 
continuing into the cause of the crash, with 
key questions about in-train protection 
systems still unanswered. Rail bosses 


have refused to "comment on whether the 
Advanced Warning System was working 
in the driver’s car, or whether the more 
sophisticated Automatic Train Protection 
(ATP 1 ) device was switched cm. 


TV producer hits out at 
BBC ‘quota’ on swearing 

Television executives at the BBC have told one of Britain's top 
television producers to remove four swear words from a new BBC1 
drama. . 

Kcnith Trodd. who made Karaoke and Cold Lazarus, has been 
allowed to keep three swear words in his new football film The 
Fix to be shown next week. 

But he hit out at the corporation s “unofficial quota" keep- 
ing and is furious at what he calls the BBC's nonsensical attitude 
to swearing. 

Mr Trodd says BBC! executives are too quick to censor dra- 
mas they believe could offend the public. 

His latest work, to be screened on 4 October, centres on the 
1963 football betting scandaL The comedian Steve Coogan stars 
as a tabloid journalist. 

Mr Trodd’s first version used strong dressing room language 
and featured seven expletives. 

“They [the executives] never know their own minds from month 
to month. When we made the film it was cleared all the way up 
the ladder," he said. 

“Now long after the film is finished they announce they want 
all of the f-words out. 

"It’s not overdone and all of them occur in natural places with- 
in context. Tune moves on a ad people's attitudes change. 1 
remember when the word we couldn't use was ‘bloody’. 

“It is a way BBCi problem because Our Friends In The North 
and Holding On on BBC2 have swearing in some profusion. It is 
a silly preoccupation and a neurosis on the part of senior exec- 
utives. 

“We have to go back to the cutting rooms and do it which will 
cost several thousand pounds to re-voice and rc-cut." Mr Trodd 
added. 

A spokesman for BBC drama said: “A number of expletives 
have been removed from The Fix . this is part, of the normal 
editorial process which lakes account of the wider audience on 
BBCI." 



Brothers in arms: Liam (left) and Noel Gallagher 

- Photograph: Russell Boyce/Reuters 


Police zero in on Oasis touts 

A “zero tolerance zone" will be set up to trap ticket touts who 
try to target fans at three Oasis concerts, police warned yes- 
terday. Sergeant Dick Sutton, who is leading policing of the 
concerts on Thursday, Friday and Saturday at Earls Court in 
London, said he wanted to deter fans from turning up in the 
hope of buying black market tickets. 

He said the tout “exclusion zone” will be enforced in and 
around Earls Court Underground station. “We are expecting 
20,000 fans at each concert. 

“Crowd control is a concern and we want to send the mes- 
sage to people who haven’t got a ticket that there is no point 
turning up. We will be arresting ticket touts before each con- 
cert under a British Rail bye-law.” 

They would be held until after the concert and released af- 
ter a caution. “They face losing money by not being able to sell 
the tickets,” Sgt Sutton said. 


Mother smothered girl, 3, 
after father’s threats 

A mother “gently” smothered her three-year-old daughter to death 
after the child's violent and abusive father threatened to take her 
away, an Qld Bailey judge was told yesterday. Rose Auma, 20, 
ran away from her alcoholic mother at the age of 14 and was 
repeatedly raped by the father of her child. The court heard she 
found shelter with a family but was used and abused by them. 

. “She was treated as a servant and a source of sexual gratifi- 
cation,” said Helena Kennedy QC. for the defence. At 16 she gave 
birth to Haniette having suffered constant sexual abuse by a friend 
of the family, who was described as a “violent and aggressive man” 

On 6 June, the day before she took her daughter's life, the 
father came to her new address in Canning Tbwn, east London, 
stole all her money, many of her treasured belongings and warned 
her he intehded.to come back and take the child. “She lived in 
fear of h as via K ^Said. Miss Kennedy. 

TTflWWBtlMMMt Mfti > was already suffering from a se- 
vere depressive illness and the thought of losing her daughter 
pushed her over the edge. She decided to kill herself but was 
worried that her child would be left alone so she decided to kill 
Haniette as well. Auma said afterwards: “I did it gently. I put a 
pillow oyer her face. I wanted us both to go on the same day.” 

After killing Harrietle while she slept, Auma took an over- 
dose but woke up and was sick. Two days later she was found sit- 
ting on a park bench in the pouring, rain stuffing pills into her 
mouth. She then blurted cfut what she had done and was taken 
' to hospital. Miss Kennedy said: “She has led a terrible life. She 
lived in terror of the father. She killed the one true peison she 
loved because she felt the father would come back and take her 
child away." 

Judge Graham Boai QC ordered that she be detained in a 
secure hospital for treatment under Section 37 of the Mental Health 
Act. Auma pleaded guilty to manslaughter on the grounds of 
diminished responsibility. Her plea of not guilty to murder was 
accepted by the judge, who described the case as “a very sad sto- 
ry” and “a tragedy”. 


Former boxing champion's quest for greater knowledge lands him in court over false information on grant application 


it was while detained at Her Majesty's Plea- 
sure, awaiting trial for attempted murder, 
that Terry Marsh, the former champion 
Kiser and one-time Liberal Democrat can- 
didate, acquired his taste for learning. 

So keenly was his appetite whetted that 
after graduating in politics and government, 
he applied for a second grant to enable him 
to study for another degree. Southwark 


Crown Court in south London, was told yes- 
terday. The problem was that Mr Marsh 
allegedly failed to tell the London Borough 
of Tower Hamlets that he had already re- 
ceived one grant “He deliberately censored 
certain information about himself and left 
it off the application form,” said Michael 
Speak, for the prosecution. 

Mr Marsh. 39, of Basildon, the Essex 


town where he stood 'down as the Liber- 
al Democrat election candidate this year 
after being charged in connection with the 
student grant application, was arrested af- 
ter Tower Hamlets authorities caDed-in the 
police. The former EBF world ,light-wel- 
terweight title holder, denies a charge of . 
furnishing false information to the edu- 
cation authority between May and June of 


1995. Mr Speak told the jury that, having 
received a grant from Essex County Coun- 
cil for his first BA honours degree at Lon- 
don Guildhall University, Mr Marsh knew 
he was not entitled to any further finan- 
cial assistance. The court heard that he be- 
gan studying for the initial course in 1991, 
after being acquitted at the Old Bailey of 
the attempted murder of Frank Warren, 


the boxing promoter, following 10 months 
spent in prison on remand. 

Mr Speak alleged that Mr Marsh, a for- 
mer fireman and Royal Marine comman- 
do, lied when answering a question on the 
application form about whether he had 
applied for a grant before. 

The trial continues today. 

— Kathy Marks 


Redwood calls for 
‘timebomb’ action 

John Redwood, the Tbiy tmdoandjndui- 
tty spokesman, yesterday called, for Tony 

intervene and put more gove™^ 

money into defusing thecontputer time-- 

bomb” set for the year 2000. • 

Mr Redwood accused the Government 
Of passing the buck over the issue m a fet- 
Prime Minister foiling en- 
closures in The Independent that the head 
of a taskforce feared not enough was be- 
ing done. “Action needs to be taken now 
to ensure all computer systems work 
smoothly at the beginning of the year 2000, 
Mr Redwood said. “Money for this task- 
should become from within the [Depart- 
ment of Trade and IndostryJ budget. There ; 

are many areas which could be tnmmed; 

Last week, Barbara Roche, the DTI min- 
ister handling the ssue, denied government 

inaction, but Mr Redwood said: “We have 
discovered that the matter has been passed 
from Margaret Beckett to John Battle and 
from him to Barbara Roche; that the DTI 
seems keen to transfer responsibility to the 
Cabinet Office but the Cabinet Office is not 
responsible for making British business 
generally aware of the scale and urgency of 
the problem. 77te Independent ... has es- 
tablished that the Government has com- 
mitted very littie staff or money to what is 
an enormous problem facing the British 
economy.” — Brown 

Boy, 7, dies on M6I 

A seven-year-old boy was killed as he 
dashed across a busy motorway with a 
group of friends at the weekend! Gary Cun- 
liffe. of Clayton Brook, near Preston, was 
struck by a car on the M61 near Preston, 
Lancashire. He was airlifted to the Royal 
Preston Hospital by police helicopter but 
died 10 minutes after he arrived. 

Lancashire Police said an investigation 

was under way but there was no suggestion 

that Gary was being chased or that the boys 
were playing “chicken”. A spokeswoman 
said the tragedy underlined the danger of 
children going anywhere near motorways. 
"At no time should anyone go onto the car- 
riageway, let alone a child,” she said 


Drink-drive push (sd* 

Less than a month after the car era* which 
killed Diana, Princess of Wiles, the EU 
transport commissioner Neil Kinhotdc - 
wants to toughen drink-driving laws across h 

Europe.Britain would be forced to limit • SJ 
motorists to around one pint of beer office . # 

glass of wine under legislation being arc- 
pared by the European Commission^ a * 

majority of EU governments bacHjtee , & 
plan, the legal limit for alcohol in the n»»d I cr 

will be harmonised at 50mg per 10feA 
throughout the bloc The present legal &njt r . 
in the UK is SO rag. Mr Kinnock will out- 
line details of the legislation to Europe's . ■ ?l; 
transport ministers when they meet in Lux- 
embourg on 9 October. 

— Katherine Butter 

\ 

DN A profiles tested 

Detectives hunting the killer of a student 
teacher who was strangled while hitchhik- 
ing 27 years ago have put together a DNA 
profile of the man responsible for the crime, jy ' 
Derbyshire police said yesterday that the * ' 
Forensic Sdence Service obtained the 
DNA “fingerprint” from a minute sample 
left on a garment worn by Barbara Maya 
24, who was sexual assaulted and strangled 
in October 1970 as she tried to thumb a lift v. 
from her west London home to Catt crick, . . !• 
North Yorkshire. I 

Don Dovaston, Assistant Chief Coo- I ~ . 
stable for Operations, said the DNA pro- 
file was obtained from clothing kept by '• ,-- 
police since Ms Mayo's body was found in : “ 
woodland near Junction 29 of the Ml. He 
said more than 200,000 DNA profiles kept 
on a database had been eliminated from 
the inquiry in the last three weeks. Most 
of the 9JOQO samples taken from serving pris- i 
oners around the country had nkn been test- 
ed and failed to produce a match, he added. 
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We can’t sort out yoi 
life in ten minutes. 

(But we can sort out 

your life cover.) 



With firnily and dependants to look after, you’re absolutely right to be considering life cover: 
But its just as important to get it from the right company. 

That’s why yon should call Direct Line. In only ten minutes you could be covered 
It’s as easy as that. 

Direct Line offers two types of policy which can protect your family should you die during the 
term ot your policy. Mortgage protection life cover is designed to help pay off yoar repayment mortgage. 
Fixed term life cover helps protect your family’s lifestyle by providing a lump sum. ■ ; 

And since they’re from Direct Line you won't be surprised tp hear chat they arc simple, j ow Cosf 
and hassle free. We II even fill in the forms for you to sign- 

Got a policy already? With one phone call you might well ... 1 

find you can arrange the same protection for less, with, no sales visits ■ • . 

and no pressure to buy. . 

Call Direct Line and in ten minutes it aff soited out 


0845 3000 233 ^^ OTE 


CALL ANYTIME 8am/to 8prii Monday to F 
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Food police swamp the 
flavours of the future 


Restaurateurs are going 
on the offensive against 
what they see as 
excessive regulation. 
They fear that if the 
food police have their 
fr way, the restaurant of 
' the future will be a dull 
and sterile place. 

Louise Jury gets a taste. 

An overweight, man orders a 
steak sandwich and the waiter 
orders him to step on to scales. 
A woman asks for soft cheese 
and the waiter produces a por- 
tion from a freezer box. “It's 
inedible." she says. “But it's 
safe." he explains. 


Posters warn of the hazards 
of drinking when pregnant. 
Other signs show how to help 
someone who is choking. The 
staff are in sterile uniforms 
more akin to a hospitaL 

The scene being painted by 
restaurateurs, caterers and 
brewers is unappetising. They 
have devised a script of what 
such an evening out might be 
like and it will be presented in 
a mock restaurant set - Cafe La 
Futura - to MPs at the Labour 
party conference next week. 

The sketch plays for laughs, 
but the industry is very serious. 
Its leaders say warning signs to 
pregnant women, for instance, 
are obligatory in some parts of 
the United States. The no- 
smoking laws introduced in 


New York restaurants saw a 
slump in attendance. And over- 
regulation is already a problem 
in Britain, they claim. 

Midtael Gottlieb, who runs 
SmoUensky’s restaurant in Lon- 
don and chairs the Restaura- 
teurs Association of Great 
Britain, said: “It’s already very 
hard to get agood piece of ripe 
cheese, for example, because 
they’re supposed to chill them 
at a certain temperature that 
takes the enjoyment away. 

“And restaurants have to use 
pasteurised eggs and if you 
want to make mayonnaise 
they’re not as good. It's taking 
a lot of the pleasure out of go- 
ing out to eat" 

In a pre-emptive strike, the 
association has formed the Fo- 


rum for Reasonable Regulation 
with other groups in the cater- 
ing and brewing industries. It 
will be taking the Cate La Fu- 
tura around Britain to highlight 
the tightening of the law. 

Roger Davis, chairman of 
the European Catering Asso- 
ciation, said the hygiene regu- 
lations concerning foodhad 
become “extremely onerous”. 
“The amount of regulation re- 
quires full-time senior man- 
agers who are just making sure 
everybody keeps the right 
records," he said. Most felt safe 
where they ate. otherwise they 
voted with their feeL “Yet very 
few people feel safe with the ac- 
tual growers of the food - with 
poultry or what pesticides are 
sprayed on our fruit and veg.” 



Britain’s cooks turn to 
"convenient option 




Despite the popularity of 
television chefs, Britain 
has become a nation of 
convenience eaters. A 
recent survey showed 
that 95 per cent of the 
country uses ready- 
made meals. 

Kate Watson-Smyth 
reports on the rise of 
p re-prepared food. 


Some months ago, there was a 
joke doing (be rounds among 
society hostesses who, on being 
complimented on the excel- 
lence of their cuisine, would air- 
ily mention that Mrs Sieff was 
in the kitchen. 

Those in on the joke would 
r '"'.mile quietly to themselves 
while the others would request 
the lady's phone number and 
resolve to book her themselves. 

But the venerable Mrs SiefT 
turned out to be a euphemism 
fora ready-made meal bought 
in from Marks & Spencer- art- 
fully arranged on Lhe best chi- 
na. the damning evidence of the 
cartons hastily concealed in 
the bin. 

It is a far cry from dinner 
parties of 20 years ago. when no 
self-respecting hostess would 
spend less than three days in the 
kitchen with several pots of 
double cream before even the 
most informal of get-togethers. 

Nowadays, convenience 
foods are an accepted part of 
life and an NOP survey has re- 


vealed that 95 per cent of 
Britain's cooks now admit to 
using ready-made meals. 

More than two thirds use 
supermarket meals from the 
chill cabinet such as pizzas, pas- 
ta and pasta sauces at least once 
a week and II per cent claim 
to rise them at least once a day. 

Consumption of ready- 
made meals in the UK has dou- 
bled in five years to 99,000 
tonnes last year, making a 
shopping bill of £505m. The 
most popular dish is lasagne, 
followed by curry. Britons also 
ale their way through 47,000 
tonnes of fresh pasta. 

This is despite the fact that 
national terrestrial television is 
at present showing 15 hours of 
food and cookery programmes 
in a week and one cable 
channel is entirely devoted to 
the subject. 

Tim Sutton, of Geest Pre- 
pared Foods which commis- 
sioned the Taste 2000 research 
report, said: “People love to 
titillate their taste buds by 
watching sumptuous cookery 
programmes on TV, but it’s 
often more for entertainment 
value. For everyday cooking, we 
don’t have the lime and are 
relying more and more on the 
quality and convenience of 
fresh prepared food.” 

But some things never 
change. Although most people 
new cheerfully own up to cheat- 
ing, in the North-easL for ex- 
ample. 16 percent still pretend 
they have been slaving over a 
hot stove in order to satisfy their 
guests. 
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Mac OSS What would you say to a Macintosh™ that's 
more powerful than ever before? A Macintosh 
that lets you call on all the resources of the 
Internet?* A Mac™ that does it all with even greater ease 
and richer multimedia? 

Apple is proud to announce the New Macintosh 
— unrivalled power and performance with the latest 
system software - Mac OS 8. 

With the Power Macintosh™ 9600 and the Apple 
Workgroup Server 9650, you can say goodbye to special 
services for upgrading: the bold new design gives you direct 
access to their innermost secrets: such as the 350 MHz' 
PowerPC™ processor- offering you more power than ever 
before. Or the high-end graphic card, 24x speed CD-ROM 
drive. Zip™ drive and Apple in-line cache memory. 

■And with Mac OS 8, you can operate it all intuitively: 
you can pop-up and organise windows in a single click 
and copy a file while you empty your Wastebasket or print 
your presentation. \bu can even create your own personal 
working environment 

So don’t be surprised when everyone admires 
your expertise! 

There has never been a better time to buy a Macintosh 
than now. Crime and see New Macintosh and you'll 
be amazed by what you find For more information 
visit our Web site at www.euro.apple.convuk or cal! 
us on 0800 174574. ' * 
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10/MONEY LAUNDERING 


Global fraudsters use sea fortress as passport to riches 
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Money-launderers and 
drug-dealers have 
discovered a new way to 
fool banks and fraud 
investigators; they use 
false identities and 
pretend to be from a 
fictitious country. 

Steve Boggan discovered 
how they are using their 
new scam all over the 
world - and how 
effective it can be. 


F;ikc passports from a sclf-pru- 
da lined “principality" off the 
English coast arc being used by 
criminals in multi-million 
pound money-laundering and 
drug- smuggling operations. 

In the latest case to surface. 


law officers in Slovenia found 
that forged diplomatic papers 
from the Principality of Sealand 
were used to open bank ac- 
counts through which the pro- 
ceeds of illegal pyramid 
investment schemes in eastern 
Europe were channelled. 

Bank and customs officials 
around the world have been 
foaled m to accepting Sealand 
passports as valid - even though 
the principality is nothing more 
than a Second Wbrid Wir naval 
fortress, seven miles off the 
coast of Felixstowe. 

The principality was found- 
ed 30 years ago by Roy Bates, 
75, a wealthy businessman who 
lives on the concrete platform 
with his wife Joan. He declared 
independence in 1966 and pro- 
duces his own passports, stamps 
and coins but he has no deal- 
ings with the criminals and is 



Prince of all he surveys: Roy Elates (right) declared independence for Sealand, % concrete fortress in the North Sea (above), in 1966 


Photographs: East Anglian Daily Times 


furious they are forging his 
papers. 

During the past year, evi- 
dence has emerged that fake 
Sealand passports have been 


used by crooks all over the 
world. Passports seized in the 
Slovenian caper had entry and 
exit stamps from at least 10 
countries, including Bulgaria, 


Romania, Iraq, Iran and Libya. 
Police are examining evidence 
that 4,000 forged Sealand pass- 
ports were sold at around 
£1,000 a time to Hong Kong tit- 
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izens before the handover to 
China in July. The Independent 
has been told that drug smug-' 
glers have also been appre- 
hended carrying the fake 
papers. 

. Mr Bates was enraged to 
learn that Torsten Reineck, the 
German on whose houseboat 
Andrew Cunanan committed 
suicide after the murder of Gi- 
anni \fersace, carries a Princi- 
pality of Sealand passport It is 
understood he drives around 
Los Angeles in a car with 
Sealand “diplomatic plates”. 

Mr Bates, who uses the title 
of Prince, says international 
lawyers believe his declaration 
of .independence is valid be- 
cause, when be made it, the fort 
stood outside British territori- 
al waters. Britain later extend- 
ed its waters to indude Sealand 
and does not recognise it. as a 
principality. ' 

Whether Qr npt Ins passports 
axe valicC the Prince of Sealand 
said yesterday that those being 
used by criminals were not is- 
sued by him. "Every country in 
the world has problems like 
thk" he told The Independent. 
"The world is awash with fake 
passports. Tm just angry they’re 
faking mine and using them for 
illegal purposes. 7 ' 

Interpol was alerted to the 
latest scam by the Slovenian au- ‘ 
thori ties last year, after two Aus- 
trians opened a bank account in 
false names using a Principali- 
ty of Sealand diplomatic pass- 


port. At first, the bank suspected 
nothing, but its manager called 
in the Slovenian Office for 
Money Laundering Prevention 
(OMLP) once 12 million 
deutschmarks (£4.36m) arrived 
in a one-month period from 
Germany, Luxembourg and toe 
UK. 

"The couple posed as hus- 
band and wife, and the man de- 
scribed himself as minister of 
economic -affairs for the Prin- 
cipality of Sealand,” said 
Klaudijo Stroligo, director of the 
OMLP. "There are so many new 
states and young countries now 
that toe bank official accepted 
the passport as identification to 
open the account.” 

Mr Stroligo and Barbara 
Brezigar, the state prosecutor, 
were alerted by the bank after 
the couple withdrew 200,000 
. marks and later made arrange- 
ments to draw out a further 
4 million marks. The -bank al- 
lowed them to t&awoiit a small- 
er amount and the couple were 
followed to the border" with 
Italy, where they failed to 
declare the cash and were ar- 
rested. 

However, they could be 
charged only with forgery and 
were granted hail by a judge. Ms 
Brezigar said the case was still 
live, but the couple are now in 
Austria and she does not expect 
to see them again. During her 
investigations, papers were 
seized, bearing the Principality 
of Sealand letterhead, ad- 


dressed to a number of coun- 
tries and asking for aid. Mr 
Stroligo refused to say which 
countries responded but he 
said several had replied, promis- 
ing money. 

"It presented us with a 
strange philosophical question,” 
he added. “It was about terri- 
toriality and recognition. Did we 
recognise these passports or 
not? Who is to say what is or 
isn't a country? For a time in 
. 1991, after Slovenia was briefly 
caught up in the Bosnian war, 
many countries refused to 
- recognise our nation." 

News of the underworld's 
fascination with Sealand came 
as no surprise to Mr Bates. Over 
the past three decades, his do- 
main has been targeted sever- 
al times by gangsters who want 
to use it as a lax dodge or a 
haven for illicit activities. In the 
1970s. the fortress was invaded 
by Dutch gangsters who took his 
son, Michael, hostage. Mr Bates 
and a number of supporters re- 
took it after landing by heli- 
copter and surprising the 
invaders. 

A spokeswoman for the 
Home Office said Sealand, 
which is officially known as 
“Rough’s Tower Gun Plat- 
form”, was part of the UK and 
described its passports as 
“fictitious". It is understood 
that Interpol has put out an 
alert for immigration authori- 
ties to watch out for Sealand 
passports. 
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Right now, our check outs are rather 
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You can claim British Airways tickets jbr 
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Jordanian militants open 
fire on Israeli guards 


Gunmen shot and wounded two- Israeli security guards work- 
ing at the Israeli embassy in Amman, the Jordanian capi- 
uif. yesterday. “The vehicle stopped and a man took his gun 
uui and shot at the two Israelis, wounding both of them.” 
said a Jordanian official. Israeli later said there were three 
attackers. I 

The attack was claimed by a hitherto unknown group 
culled the Jordanian Islamic Resistance in a fax to news 
agencies in Beirut. It said Lhejshooiing was in response to 
“the Zionist enemy's practices against our people in Jor- 
dan. Palestine and Lebanon" jand called for the release of 
Ahmed Daqamseh. the Jordanian soldier who killed seven 
Israeli girls on a school outing Jto the Jordan river in March. 

Police blocked off the street in Amman while detectives 
began collecting evidence. In Israel, the two guards were 
identified as Yaakov Levine and Amikam Hadar. They were 
reported to have suffered only slight injuries. 

The Jordanian police officer leading investigations into 
the attack said the gunmen appeared to have waited for 
their target at a street comer and opened fire as the two 
men. in an unmarked hire car 'with Jordanian licence plates, 
slowed down. The peace treaty between Israel and Jor- 
dan signed in 1994 has never been popular with Jordani- 
ans. who feci it has brought i hem no gains. Nevertheless, 
King Hussein has stuck firmly to his alliance with the Unit- 
ed Stales and Israel, despite his repeated criticism of the 
policies of the Israeli government. 

— Patrick Cackbum, Jerusalem 
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Cook sees case 


for change at the UN 


Kofi Annan: ‘Quiet revolution 1 to streamline the UN 


Britain may be a 
diminished power in the 
world but it has held on 
to one of only five 
permanent seats in the 
UN Security CounaL 
Today, it will embrace 
plans for an expansion of 
that membership. At the 
United Nations,, 

David Usbome reports on a 
change of heart. 

In the jargon, they are the 
P-5. For more than 50 years, the 
United States, Russia, China, 
France and Britain have 
reigned supreme at the heart 
of the most powerful of all the 
UN’s multiple institutions, the 
Security CounciL 

But patience with this ex- 


clusive club has been eroding. 
The complaint is that the pre- 
sent structure, with the P-5 and 
a rotating membership of 10 
other countries, reflects a world 
view based more on who won 
the Second World Wbr than on 
present-day realities. 

Debate on overhauling the 
Council has been gathering 
momentum for years. While 
the United States earlier this 
year backed broadening the 
line-up, Britain remained de- 
fensive. Its spot on the P-5 was 
arguably one of the last lega- 
cies of empire. 

This morning, Robin Cook, 
the Foreign Secretary, will sig- 
nal a change. In his debut ad- 
dress to the annual meeting of 
the UN General Assembly, he 
is set not only to voice support 
for reform of the Council but 
to ask that it'be agreed quickly, 
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if possibly by the end lhc 
year. 

His appeal will form part of 
a wider pitch for progress on 
ail fronts of UN reform. He is 
expected strongly to back the 
package for change unveiled by 

ihe Secretary General of the 
UN, Kofi Annan. 

Mr Annan broke with tra- 
dition yesterday by delivering 
a speech before ibe start of the 
general debate in the Assem- 
bly, which is led by foreign min- 
isters from all 185 member 
countries and, in the case of the 
US, by President Bill Clinton. 
In it Mr Annan pleaded for 
backing for his reform drive. 
“Let this be the Refoim As- 
sembly," he declared. 

Mr Annan's proposals - his 
“quiet revolution" - aim to 
streamline the UN bureau- 
cracy and direct money saved 


from administrative custs to de- 
velopment projects. The other 
main planks of the reform 
agenda arc restoring the UN's 
financial health ami revamping 
the Security Council. 

Following America's lead, 
Mr Cook will nominate Ger- 
many and Japan as two clear 
candidates for permanent spots 
in the Council. Officials indi- 
cated. however, that he will 
steer dear of the potentially in- 
tractable issue of which Third . 
World countries may be offered 
three more permanent seats. 

Yesterday, President Clin- 
ton told.the Assembly progress 
was being made towards per- 
suading the US Congress to re- 
lease at least a portion of the 
roughly Sl^bn Washington 
still ewes the UN. As much as 
$900m could be paid if a re- , 
calcitrant Congress acquiesces. I 


Doctors in Aids vaccine trial 

A group of doctors said yesterday that they would submit them- 
selves as the ultimate guinea-pigs in the search for a vaccine against 
Aids. About 50 members of Lhc International Association of Physi- 
cians in Aids Care arc ready to be injected with a trial vaedne 
containing a small amount of a live, though genetically weakened, 
strain of the HIV virus that causes Aids. Discussion on launch- 
ing the trials will be opened with US government officials in Wash- 
ington later this week. David Usbome 

Japan’s Cabinet Convict quits 

A minister who had become known as the “Cabinet Convict" was 
forced to resign yesterday in a political fiasco which has under- 
mined confidence in the Japanese government. 

Ryu taro Hashimoto, the Prime Minister, made a public apol- 
ogy following the departure of Koko Sato, whom he appointed 
as head of the Management and Co-ordination Agency in a cab- 
inet reshuffle 12 days ago. The appointment provoked nation- 
wide disgust because in 1986 Mr Sato, whose new brief included 
deaning up Japan’s bureaucracy, received a three-year suspended 
sentence for taking an $8,000 bribe. Richard Uoyd Parry ' 

Banana lawyers attack press 

The trial of former Zimbabwean president Canaan Banana on 
11 charges of sodomy and indecent assault began yesterday in 
Harare with a plea from his lawyers for dismissal because sen- 
sational press coverage had prejudiced the case. Mr Banana, who 
attended court with his wife Janet, was charged after Jefta Dube, 
a former police inspector, claimed during a murder trial that he 
killed a man who called him Mr Banana's “wife**. Mr Dube said 
Mr Banana had forced him into a homosexual relationship when 
he worked as an aide. Homosexual acts are illegal in Zimbabwe 
and cany a jail sentence of up to 10 years. Mary Braid 

Men’s beards too short 

A fg h a n ista n 's fundamentalist Islamic Taliban, which rules much 
of the country, has punished 16 men for trimming their beards, 
as required by Islamic law. Radio Shariat said the men had been 
caught by the Department for Promoting Virtue and Preventing 
Vice while on operations in Kabul The Thiiban has ordered all 
men to grow their beards long enough to protrude out of a fist 
clasped at the base of the chin. Reuters 
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Boris Yeltsin is poised to 
pass a law giving Russia's 
minority religions fewer 
rights than they have In 
any other secular society. 
Only two months ago. 
following protests from 
the Pope, the United 
States and international 
civil rights groups, he 
~-4 vetoed similar 

legislation, casting 
himself as the defender 
of the freedom to 
• worship. PhU Reeves in 
Moscow investigates 
what went wrong. 

Thu* other day Vbdtra Tbuneyev 
had a nasty shock. He and his 
colleagues had been invited to 
a jubilee celebration in a small 
town outside Moscow. They 
: t r • derided to bake a huge cake to 

^ 1 ’ ' L £j.j j give to local officials. Their of- 
faring, all 850kg of it, was ac- 
cepted happily enough by the 
community eidcis when they ar- 
- / rived at Orekhevo-Zuyevo. Yet 
they were not Organisers told 
them that they could attend the 
festivities, hut - as members of 
a Hare Krishna society - they 
would not be allowed to speak 
publicly. Any attempt to preach 
or proselytise would he against 
(he laiv. the officials declared. 

Legally, the officials were 
wrong. But for Mr Touneyev, 
the incident was ominous. "This 
is what will happen in the future. 
This is the kind of discrimina- 
tion we cm expect from local 
authorities when the law goes 
through." he said. 

The law in question is a bill 
sharply curtailing freedom of 
worship in Russia. It was over- 
■ ) w hdmingly passed by the low- 
er house of parliament in 
Moscow last week. Every sign 
. 1 ! T h. pft« suggests that in the next few 
weeks it will brecrc through the 
upper house and on lo the 
desk of the President himself, 
who will sign it. Thus will reli- 
gious intolerance, one of the 
deepest evils of the Soviet stale, 
be restored to Russia, reversing 
one of the triumphs of glasnust. 



Supporters of the bill soy it 
is merely an attempt to protect 
Russia from the extremist cults 
which have thrived in the af- 
termath of Communism. But it 
has far more to do with a drive 
by the Russian Orthodox 
Church to protect its turf agaWxa 
rivals, such as Catholics, Protes- 
tants and Mormons, which have 
aH been increasingly active in the 
former Soviet Union. 

For opponents of the move, 
this has a grim familiarity. Two 
months ago, a similar bill land- 
ed in Mr Yeltsin’s in-tray, 
prompting an appeal from the 
Pope and a threat by the Unit- 
ed States Senate to withhold 
$20Um (£125m) in aid if h was 
passed. To cheers from the 
W 2 SL the President vetoed ft, is- 
suing a long statement in which 
be portrayed himself as a cham- 
pion of civil rights. It was, he 
said, bis duty “to observe the 
constitution and to protect the 
legitimate rights and freedoms 
of the individual". He promised 
to find a compromise. 

The compromise has, how- 
ever, stunned the opposition 
camp in Russia and abroad - 
particularly in Washington. It is 
almost as draconian as the first 
draft, prompting specula Don 
thaL Mr Yeltsin has either 
changed his mind to appease the 
powerful church and Russian 
nationalist lobby, or was duped 
by an aide. Rumours abound 
that Mr Yeltsin did not bother 
to read the new version. But as 
it came from the Kremlin itself, 
he has little choice but to sign 
it: to veto his own law would 
make him look foolish. 

“He has got himself in a very 
difficult situation, “said Diederiic 
Lohman of Helsinki/Human 
Rights, which has vowed to take 
the issue to Russia's Constitu- 
tional Court if he rigns. “If he ve- 
toes it. be will be accused of not 
being in control of his own ad- 
ministration. If he signs, there will 
be another big outcry.” 

The offending law divides re- 
ligious bodies into categories, 
which clearly favour Russia’s 
dominant religions. Orthodoxy, 
Islam. Buddhism and Judaism. 
Those churches that can provide 
documentary evidence that it 



Boris Yeltsin In the Kremlin with AJexyi II (third from right) in June for the latter's fifth anniversary as head of the Russian Orthodox Church Photograph; Grigory Dukor 


had a legal status in Brezhnev's tions is long - from Baptists and fore the law. At risk are a large 
Soviet Union 15 years ago will Seventh Day Adventists to Je- number of congregations which 
be recognised legally, and aJ- bovah's Witnesses. dk) not register 15 years ago be- 

lowed to function normally. The losers “would have few- cause of Soviet religious re- 
Tfaose that cannot mil must wait er rights than minority believ- pression. “Even congregations 
until 15 years have elapsed eis anywhere outside openly that have existed continuously 
since they were registered. theocratic states such as Saudi for decades ... often lacked le- 
During that time, they w flj Arabia”, said Lawrence Vzzell gal registration until recently be- 
not be able to publish religious , of the Oxford-based Keston cause they refused to 
literature, run schools, hold Institute, which monitors reli- compromise with a totalitarian 
services in public places such as gjous freedom in the former So- atheist stale," Mr Uzzell said, 
hospitals or crematoria, invite viet Union. . Underlying this, there is a 

foreign preachers, or receive The law blatantly violates deeper worry. Laws in Russia 
charitable status. The list of Russia's 1993 constitution, un- are rarely observed by the let- 
those which may face resiric- der which all faiths are equal be- ter. The fear is that Mr Yeltsin's 


compromise will deepen prej- ~ _7~ ~ “ 

udice in a culture which already TODAYS BELIEVERS 

ireats outsiders with suspicion. 

In Belgorod, 400 miles south of 

Moscow, officials recently told | n a land where a Communist dictatorship long cracked down 
a Catholic parish that it could on the practice of religion, precise figures for membership of 
not register because it was a for- the various religions are difficult to obtain. 

eign religious organisation. The However, expels at the Moscow-based Institute of Religion 

priest was reportedly blocked by and Law offer this rough statistical breakdown on Russian 

police from entering the city ggj Orthodox 20 million; Muslim: Q million; 

Yet his parishioners were all Protestant IS million; Buddhist 5 00.000. Jewish: 150.000: 

Russians, seeking to reclaim a Catholic; 50.000; Hare Krishna: 10.000; Others: 100.000 
Catholic Church that was built 

under the tsars. More such out- Sources Columbia and Random House encyclopaedias 
rages loom on the horizon. — ■ 




New cloud hangs over Mir as Gore admits 
to doubts about space station’s safety 


As a mysterious brown 
cloud floated around Mir, 
hinting at new problems 
aboard the ailing Russian 
% space station, Al Gore, 

1 - the US Vice-President, 
suggested that America’s 
patience with the project 
might finally be 
exhausted. Reuters 
reports from Moscow 


Calling Mir “a very old space 
station”, the US Vice-Ptcsi- 
dent. Al Gore, yesterday hint- 
ed that the United Stales might 
mil send a relief astronaut to the 
orbiting station as planned 
later this week. 

Mr Gore, who is holding 
talks with Russia’s Prime Min- 
ister. Viktor Chemomydrin. 
outside Moscow, drew a dis- 
tinction between long-term US- 
Rnssian space co-operation and 
the American commitment to 
the 1 1 -year-old A fir. 

“We will make a careful 
evaluation wltclhcr U» proceed 
with the seventh shuiile-A/rr 
docking." he said. 


“Any decision to move for- 
ward wfll be based solely on mis- 
sion safety. This is a very old 
space station.” 

Mr Gore's cautious state- 
ment contrasted sharply with 
remarks by Mr Chemomydrin. 
who has regularly met the 
American Vice-President to 
discuss bilateral co-operation on 
space and technology. “There 
are no problems for the con- 
tinuation of joint Russian - 
Amcrican experiments on the 
Russian space station.” he said. 

Mr Gore has been a leading 
proponent of US-Russian co- 
operation in space. But the 
string of technical failures this 
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year has inflamed criticism in 
Washington, which has 
bankrolled much of Mir’ s ex- 
penses in recent years. 

Yesterday the ageing space 
station suffered from several 
new problems. The. central 
computer went down again and 
a mysterious brown cloud 
appeared outside the craft itself. 

Cosmonauts noticed a the 
brown substance, or drops leak- 
ing from the station, which 
they could not identify. Russian 
space officials were also unsure 
what to make of the reports of 
the brown substance of un- 
known origin. 

“We have another observa- 
tion which we do not under- 
stand at all. When we were 
monitoring the turning of the 
ship we saw some brown drops 
coming from iC Afir’s com- 
mander Anatoly Sokwyov said 
in a radio exchange. 

The Flight engineer Pavel 
Vinogradov said they noticed 
the drops when they fired the 
engines of the&ytc escape cap- 
sule to turn the station round, 
so that its solar panels could ab- 
sorb more energy. 

“The drops were fanning 
outwards for a long time and 
then stopped. They were a 
brown colour,” he said. 

The computer failure dis- 
abled Afir’s automatic orienta- 
tion system, which points the 
station at the Sun for its solar 
panels to soak up maximum en- 
ergy. As a result, the crew spent 
part of the day in darkness 
with major systems shut down 
to save power. 

Later yesterday the crew 
was reported to have repaired 
the space station’s computer. 
The crew had not. however, 
restarted the system that re- 
moves carbon dioxide from the 
station. The deputy flight di- 
rector Viktor Blagov said the 
problem was relatively easy to 
rectify and the crew could sur- 
vive 26 days without the system. 

The US space shuttle. 4danhs 
is due to blast off on Thursday 
with a relief cosmonaut. David 
Wolf, aboard. It is intended lo 
dock with Mir three days 
later. 
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14/ L I B DEM CONFERENCE 


Delegates are divided over 
‘dining with Beelzebub’ 


Leading figures in the 
Liberal Democrats have 
attacked suggestions 
that the party should 
move closer to Labour. 
But Fran Abrams, Political 
Correspondent, found at 
their conference in 
Eastbourne that other 
members welcome 
the opportunities 
that collaboration 
could bring. 


Paddy Ashdown was forced to 
defend his party’s policy of 
"constructive opposition’’ yes- 
terday amid implied criticism 
from some of his colleagues. At 
the same time others were urg- 
ing him to grasp the nettle and 
to form a" new alliance with 
Labour. 

A new joint cabinet com- 
mittee on constitutional reform 


which, brings together Liberal 
Democrats and ministers met 
for the first time last week, but 
some in the party believe it 
could mean a loss of indepen- 
dence. 

The Liberal Democrat 
leader suggested he was pre- 
pared to take risks in order to 
win greater influence over gov- 
ernment policy. However, he 
would continue to oppose 
Labour on many other issues. 

“Although we work with 
Labour in areas where it is good 
for the country to do so and 
where we agree, we do not 
have difficulty in being a more 
effective opposition in issues 
like under-funding our educa- 
tion and health, where Labour 
has frankly broken its promis- 
es. It is monstrous to have a sit- 
uation where you agree about 
something, bat still refuse to 
work together in order to put it 
into effect.” 

At a lunchtime fringe meet- 
ing, the party's Social Security 


spokesman in the House of 
Lords, Earl Russell, compared 
working with Labour to dining 
with Beelzebub. 

“I have no objection what- 
ever to issue-based co-operation. 
T believe in it strongly. I have no 
objection at all to supping with 
the DevA- that’s day-to-day pol- 
itics. What I object to is having 
to call him an angel because 1 
want my dinner,” he said. “...'If 
we go into coalition on the ba- 
sis of Labour’s present policy, 
I might find ihat Ian Forster was 
right* the tragedy of life is that 
one gets what one wants.” 

Liz Lynne, the former Lib- 
eral Democrat MP for 
Rochdale who lost her seat to 
Labour at the general election, 
also argued that the party 
should remain proudly inde- 
pendent: “Working with tike- 
minded people, yes. With 
people in the Cabinet on con- 
stitutional reform, yes. But 1 am 
sony to say we won't find those 
like-minded people in the Cab- 


inet protecting the vulnerable in 

society. We will find those like- 
minded people elsewhere.” 

Lord Rodgers, a former 
Labour Transport Minister who 
defected to the Social Demoo- 
rats in 1981, urged the party to 
think about how it could use its 
new relationship with Labour 
and described it as a great op- 
portunity. “Wfe must use that op- 
portunity well and apt be 
frightened of it ... There’s a 
mood for economic, social and 
constitutional change and it 
has never been so strong. We 
mustn’t shrink from that chal- 
lenge,” be said. 

Alan Beitb, deputy leader of 
the party, accused those who 
had argued against working 
with the ’Government of “po- 
litical immaturity”. 

“Like children who have 
never grown up, they say If you 
speak to him you can’t be a 
friend of mine. You can’t talk 
to my gang and his gang at the 
same time’.” 


23rd September 1997 


National Day of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 


In the last twenty six years, the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia has, with the help of God, successfully 
undertaken a development programme of unique 
dimensions, expanding its industrial base and providing 
its people with free healthcare, free education to 
university level and a range of other welfare benefits. 


ECONOMIC RESOURCES 

Licensed factories 

Megawatts of electricity generated 

Land suitable for agriculture in hectares 

Desalination capacity in millions of gallons 

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 

Pupils in schools 

Students in higher education 

Students in centres of professional training 

HEALTH 

Hospitals 

Primary healthcare centres 


199 

344 

500.000 

5 


2,303 

17,530,000 

1,500,000 

502 


600,000 

8,000 

578 


3,300.000 - 

170,000 ESE 

10,000 pEc 



In addition, die Kingdom has provided an 
unprecedented annual average of 5.5% of its 
gross national product in financial assistance 
to more than 70 other countries in the 
Islamic world and beyond. 


=ki J For further information, contact; Ministry of Information, PO Box 570, Riyadh 11161 
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All together: Paddy Ashdown (centre) and Lib Dem MPs at the party conference yesterday Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 
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Treasury spokesman questions need 
for penny on income tax policy 


emoti 


iirtain-c 


The Liberal Democrat 
commitment to a 
pen ny-irt-th e-pound tax 
increase was the part/s 
most prominent election 
campaign policy. Anthony 
Bevins, Political Editor, 
thinks Its future is now in 
doubt; 


Opening the economic debate 
on the first day of the Liberal 
Democrats’ Eastbourne con- 
ference, the party’s Treasury 
spokesman, Malcolm Bruce, 
told representatives: “After al- 
most a decade dominated by 
huge public-sector deficits, I be- 
lieve individual provision in 
such areas as pensions, along 
with greater economic stability, 
could usher in a new era with 
the resources available to cre- 
ate quite simply the best edu- 
cation and health services in the 
world here in Britain ... 

. “Of course, if pubic finances 
do dramatically improve, there 
is no reason why the tax burden 
should not in time be lightened. 
Ws are not afraid to propose tax 
rises when they are-needed, as 
they are now, but we are not a 



Malcolm Bruce at the conference today: Departments 
need detailed targets Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


party that favours higher taxes 
for the sake of it” ’ 

’ Calculations by the Com- 
mons library, based on “rea- 
sonable” assumptions, show 
that the overall surplus available 
for possible tax cuts, or in- 
creased spending on health and 
education -could go from £9bo 
in 1999/2000 to £34bn in 
2003/04. Those figures Include 
an annual 0.75 per cent real- 
terms increase in spending on 
health and education. 

But Mr Bruce told the Con- 
ference: “We must be able to 


ensure that extra money yields 
extra concrete results. Throw- 
ing money at problems isn’t the 
answer. When Labour ministers 
talk today about higher stan- 
dards, you know it is because 
they want to delay till tomorrow 
thinking about increased re- 
sources: But I want to see a new 
settlement for key public ser- 
vices in which higher resources 
and higher standards go hand; 
in hand.” 

Mr Bruce proposed a new 
Public Finances Act, imposing 
a duty on departments to set out 


detailed targets, performance 
criteria and operating objectives 
for the public. He said that was 
the sort of information that peo- 
ple paying for a private service 
would expect, and such a service 
delivery agreement amid be po- . 
. liced tty parliament 

Mr Bruce said that all gov- 
ernment employees should be 
accountable for the delivery of 
higher standards and pay 
should be used as a weapon to- 
reward and punish good and 
bad performance. 

“And politicians should be 
more accountable, too ... If 
standards and promises aren’t 
delivered, failing ministers 
should take pay cuts too. That 
would concentrate minds at 
the Department of Health.” 

Earlier, Mr Bruce delivered 
a strong attack on Labour's ini- 
tial record. He said: “People 
know that Gordon Brown’s 
’something for nothing' eco- 
nomics just doesn't add up. 
And we are seeing the results 
already. Hospital waiting lists 
rising to record levels. Nurses 
and teachers told to take real 


£ 


pay cuts.... 

“Tony Blair says it’s all just 
the Tbiy legacy. But now it's 
Labours responsibility." 


Scots leader calls wants PR 
for local council elections 


Steel under fire for taking 
£94,000 from hunting lobby 


One of the first Bills put to the new Scottish Parliament should, 
introduce proportional representation for council elections, Jim 
Whliace. the Scottish Liberal Democrat leader, declared yes- 
terday. He said there was agreement between the Liberal De- 
mocrats and the Scottish National Party to introduce such a 
Bill and he challenged Labour to give its backing as well. 

Addressing the Liberal Democrat conference, he ac- 
knowledged that a Scottish Parliament set up under a voting 
system based on proportional representation might result in 
coalition government for Scotland. But he stressed: “The task 
of Scottish Liberal Democrats is to prepare a distinctive Lib- 
eral Democrat platform and to campaign for the election of 
as many Scottish Liberal Democrat members as possible.” 

Mr Wallace said 18 years of Tbry government had “emas- 
culated” local government- He added: “PR for council elec- 
tions will be a powerful antidote to the seediness too often 
associated with Labour-run councils in west Central Scotland, 
thearrogant exercise of unchallenged power by those who ail 
too often take the electorate for granted.” Referring to the 
decision by the people of his own constituency of Orimey to 
oppose tax-varying powers for the Scottish parliament, Mr Rfel- 
lace said it would serve as a “reminder to Scots parliamen- 
tarians that the Parliament must be sensitive to the needs and 
aspirations of Scotland's so-called peripheral areas”. 


David Steel drew criticism from fellow Liberal Democrats yes- 
terday after revelations that be bad accepted £94,000 from the 
hunting lobby. Although all agreed that the former party leader 
had the right to express his views, several said they were dis- 
appointed that he bad accepted payment as part-time chair- 
man of the Countryside Movement. 

Norman Baker, the Liberal Democrat MP for Lewes, point- 
ed out that Lord Steel, who retired as an MP in May, had reg- 
istered his financial interest in the group. “It was always known 
he was heavily involved. Personally I would not want to take 
money from any external source. 1 think. being an MP is a full 
time job,” he said. 

Jackie Ballard, MP for Taunton, is a sponsor of the Private 
Member’s BUI to ban hunting with dogs which is being brought 
by the Labour MP for Worcester, Michael Foster, this autumn. 

She said Lord Steel had made his views on hunting —that 
others should be free to take part in it - well known. But she 
added: “I actually. think they have got bad value for their mon- 
tty because they are going to lose when it goes through par- 
liament. I have no problem with David' Steel, but I don’t get 
paid to express my views which are strongly anti-hunting.” 

Jo Morton, delegate for Hexham and a member of the Green 
Liberal Democrats, said: “I think there’s a clear line between 
being paid to do a job and simply promoting a good cause.” 
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Tieiup: William Hague adjusts his attire on a visit to the North-East Photograph: Raoul Dixon/Nonh News 




Hague boasts of pay restraint but 
earns more than Cabinet 


William Hague 
yesterday announced he 
had surrendered £15,000 
in severance pay. But as 
Colin Brown, Chief Political 
Correspondent, points 
out, the leader of Her 
Majesty’s Opposition still 
gets more than Cabinet 
ministers. 

William Hague - yesterday 
sought to embarrass the Cabi- 
net over its efforts to show pay 
restraint by disclosing that he 
had returned £15,000 in sever- 

'kncc pay. 

The Tbiy leader was entitled 
to the bonus after losing his post 
as a Cabinet minister in the 
Labour landslide on 1 May. 

During a visit to a rating cir- 


cuit at Snetterton, Norfolk, .be 
told journalists that be had re- 
turned the payment 

“I have given £15,008 back 
■to the Government without 
trumpeting it, without soaking 
a special announcement about 
it, because I thought I was 
being paid too much, 1 * he 
said. 

However, since Winning the 
leadership of the Tbiy party, Mr 
Hag ue has taken his full enti- 
tlement as Leader of the Op- 
position, amounting to a total 
£98,000. He added: “I have 
committed myself to inflation- 
linked increases. 4 

Mr Hague's self-sacrifice 
failed to impress Downing 
Street officials, who pointed out 
that as the Lead e r of the Op- 
position, Tony Blair bad de- 
clined three increases in salaiy 
and took a reduced salary. 


"William Hague’s 


salary, is 


£11000 more than than Mr 


tjon." said a spokesman, who 
suggested Mr Hague would 
take a cut if be accepted per- 
formance-related pay. 

The Conservative leader 
aim took a month to decide to 
hand bode the money to the 


Treasury. Tbiy sources said he 
received the £15.000 in late Maj- 
or early June, and decided to 
return it in July, after he had 


won the leadership. 

Mr ftlnir plunged the Gov- 
ernment into a dilemma over 
pay rises when he announced 
last week that be would forgo 
a further rise next April of 
£40,000 to show a lead to 13 
million public sector workers, 
including nurses, doctors and 
teachers, who were being asked 
to show pay restraint. 


Major plans 
an emotional 
curtain-call 


joh Major will go to the 
Toies’ Blackpool 
corerence to back the 
new leader. Will that be 
used? Yes, says Colin 
Brom: Mr Hague needs 
ail tie help he can get. 


v’ Theformer prime minister, 
JohrMajor, will make an emo- 
tion! return to the platform at 
the oening of the Conservative 
Pari conference in Blackpool 
to ally support for William 
, Hape. 

"he Tory leader’s friends 
saietbat Mr Major would be 
appaling for the loyalty of 
theeonference following the 
par/s worst election defeat this 
cerury. 

He will be backing 
Wiiam," said a source. It will 
be vo late to influence the re- 
sults a ballot on Mr Hague’s 
leacrsbip, but Lhe former 
prim minister is expected to 
helphOre up his embattled suc- 
cessr with an appeal for more 
loyaly than he himself had 
whei in office. 

V Major, as reported in The 
Indepndent on Saturday, spent 
last wekon holiday with Chris 
*4i Patio at the Spanish home of 
Tristn Garel Jones, who 
laughd off suggestions that it 
was a'plotting” meeting. 

Tk former prime minister 
will ive bis backing to Mr 
Hagu on the first day of the 
confcence. minutes before the 
resuls are announced of the 
Tory^arty membership ballot. 

Tie ballot is expected to en- 
dorse Mr Hague's leadership, 
in siite of protests by- Alan 


Clark and others that the lead- 
ership question is being mixed 
up with a request for a mandate 
for reforming the structure of 
the party. Mr Hague's keynote 
leadership address will be the 
finale of the conference on 
Friday, as usual. 

Mr Hague yesterday re- 
peated the “back me or sack 
me” threat which he has made 
Grom the outset of his leader- 
ship, in the clear belief that it 
will be a forgone conclusion. It 
could backfire if the enfee- 
bled party. organisation pro- 
duces a low turnout for the 
ballot Some ballot forms are 
being returned marked “de- 
ceased'’. 

The Tory leader's ultimatum 
to the parly’s grassroots activists 
provoked a rush of bets that he 
will be ousted. Bookmakers 
William Hill yesterday were 
taking bets on other potential 
leaders, notably party vice- 
chairman and rising star Archie 
Norman, the former Asda boss, 
who is quoted at 20/1. 

Michael Portillo, the former 
Secretary of Slate for Defence 
who lost his seat at the Gener- 
al Election and former party 
chairman, and Mr Patten, the 
former Hong Kong governor, 
are the two other favourites. 

“If Mr Hague finds himself 
under pressure at the party con- 
ference we may have to open 
a full book on Mr Hague's suc- 
cessor," a spokesman for 
William Hill said. 

The odds against Mr Hague 
remaining as leader were being 
quoted as he resumed his na- 
tional “listening" tour with a 
visit to East Anglia ahead of 
next month's party conference 
in Blackpool. 


Notice to 
Halifax 
Visa Card 
Customers 

lalifax pic announces an increase in the interest 
ate charged on its Halifax Visa Card with effect 
tom 1st October 1997. 

■he current rate of 1.49% a month will be 
ncreased to 1.53%. Including the annual fee, for 
ransactions other than cash advances, the new 
.ypical APR for Halifax Visa Cards will be 21.1% 
/based on a typical credit limit of £1,000). For 
cash advances, the new typical APR for Halifax 
Visa Cards will be 23.0% (on a typical cash 
advance of £ 1 , 000 ). 

The new rate will begin to affect transactions 
made from 1st October and will be charged and 
shown on statements issued from 1st November 
1997 onwards until further notice. 

Paragraphs 1.2 and 4 of the Halifax Visa Card 
agreement and conditions 5.2 and 8 of the Halifax 
Visa Card conditions will be changed accordingly 
from 1st October 1997. 


OTTVMU 

VUM 


HALIFAX 


D»9>IBK«nV 



For our free guide to using letters more effectively in your international business send your name and address to TFreepost AIRMAIL’. 


© 









m'x. r. 


. '-rr 


THE INDEPENDENT 


TUESDAY 


J3 SEPTEMBER I9*>7 


16/HEALTH 


I’d love to go to bed with you, but don’t expect to sleef 


Snoring Is one of the 
most anti-social human 
habits, and one which 
embarrassed women 
sufferers are particularly 
reluctant to discuss. 
Monique Roffity describes 
its effect on her love life 
_ and reveals the 
desperate lengths that 
she has resorted to. 


I have a female beauty problem 
which Tm embarrassed about 
and ashamed of. It's got so bad 
that it's been (quite literally) 
keeping me awake at night. 

I snore. Don’t laugh - it’s 
helL Ranking up there with fac- 
ial hair, flatulence and foot fun- 
gus, it’s one of those tragic 
afflictions that some women do 
have - though they're sup- 
posed to happen only to men. 

And when 1 say snore, I 
mean snore. No, not pretty 
snuffles, or a mere nocturnal 
wheeze. I snore like a bag of 
potatoes. Ora train - ora com- 
bine harvester. I snore like a 
horse, or a bear. 

“Actually it’s more like a 
pig." said one friend who had 
the misfortune to share a room 
with me on holiday. An old 
boyfriend of mine use to snore 
like a pig, and 1 know how that 
sounds; the bedclothes bil- 
lowed. Is that really me? Ap- 
parently so. 

Humiliating incidents are 
numerous. There's the time I 
woke up to find the hand of the 
lovely man I was sleeping with 
hovering above my nose? (In his 
much disturbed sleep, he was 
desperately trying to snuff me 
out.) Or was it the time l kept 
eight complete strangers 
awake, while moored to the 
hanks of the Nile on a felucca? 
While the others managed to 
stuff cotton wool in their ears 
and hunker down to some kind 
of snatched shut-eye, the man 
I was sleeping next to (think 
young Robert de Niro) stayed 
up all night with his friend, 
laughing at me. 

“Man, it was bad," he said 
the next morning, letting mein 



Snoring causes such 
distress that sufferers 
are resorting to surgery 
that may be neither 
helpful or necessary; 
writes CheniN Hides 


Not being able to sleep beside the man of her dreams is proving a nightmare .for snorer Monique Roffey Photograph: Kalpesh Lathigra 


on the communal joke. 

“How bad?" I asked. 

“You scared away the fish," 
he said, smirking. Looking into 
his handsome green eyes. I 
felt every ounce of sexual 
attractiveness drain from my 
body. 

Now I'm self-conscious 
about it, and It's started seri- 
ously to affect my life. Well, my 
love life. While I don’t have a 
regular Mr Right, Tm still out 
there dating the Mr Maybes. 
And- because of my problem. 
I’ve begun to get evasive about 


sex. I’m too shy and too proud 
to snore in front of a man. 
There are some things that 
men don't want to know 
women do - such as changing 
a tampon and sharing legs in 
the bath. Snoring like a pig is 
.one of them. While Cinderel- 
la gets to turn into a pumpkin, 
there’s no fairy tale around in 
which the pretty young waif 
(me), in her search for Prince 
Charming, turns Into a hog. I 
feel like a freak; half woman, 
half sasquatch. A man may go 
to bed with me, someone he 


thinks is a perfectly normal- 
looking woman, then, during 
the night - shazara! - just as in 
some biblical movie, she brings 
the furniture down around the 
bed. It’s awful 

In the past I’ve used all 
lands af tricks to hide my secret: 
adopting “fake sleep" posi- 
tions until the other person is 
asleep (and himself snoring), 
r unning away after sex, making 
the man leave, keeping him up 
all night, disappearing myster- 
iously into another room. 

But the problem doestf t 


just crop up around sex and 
men. It’s something I don’t 
want anyone to witness - at any 
time. I won't even have an 
afternoon snooze on the sofa if 
I think there’s anyone else 
around. So attuned am I to “ft” 
now, that when I think Fm drift- 
ing off, even around family 
and friends, I can sometimes 
even hear myself slip into that 
first deep, resounding snore - 
and manage to wake myself up. 
Though this doesn't always 
work. Tve often woken up to 
flatmates (and their friends) 


standing around laughing at me. 

So for now I sleep only at 
night - and alone. There's no 
other solution. I could have 
surgery, but surgery is the rea- 
son why I snore so badly in the 
first place. Foot past operations 
on my nose have left it in a bad 
way. And though none of my 
bed partners has ever com- 
plained (because so far they’ve 
been fooled), until I meet Mr 
Right - the naan who is going 
to love me for who I am 
(Sasquatch Girl) - TU sleep- 
alone.- 


At least one thir d of Britain’s es- 
timated ten milli on snore rs are 
female. Women tend oat to seek 
treatment however, often be- 
cause they are too embarrassed 
-and also, specialists think, be- 
cause their (male), partners 
sleep more soundly, and are less 
likely to complain. (Men arc 
more prone to- snoring, it is 
thought, because of their sex 
hormones: more of their body 
fat is around the neck). 

Every so often, a “miracle 
cure" for snoring comes along, 
among them the “Halt-a-Snor" , 
a mail- order device with a strap 
under the chin to stop the jaw 
faning open; a range of nasty 
electronic gadgets to wake the 
culprit up; and, from California, 
an electrode which, inserted into 
the soft palate, melts “snore- 
causing tissue”. Most have only 
limited success: 

The latest treatment is a- 
laser operation cm the back of 
the throat which Is performed 
under local anaesthetic and 
which can, it is claimed, elimi- 
nate the problem rapidly, per- 
manently and almost painlessly. 
The operation, called “revolu- 
tionary” in the blurb, is being 
heavily promoted by the private 
health sector: both the Harley 
Medical Group (which has des- 
ignated this week National No 
Snoring Week), and Bupa, 
which runs a snore clinic at its 
hospital m Manchester, daim it ■ 
has a cure rate of SO to 90 per 
cent, wife “almost everyone" re- 
porting some improvement. 

In fart, this operation (which 
costs about £700 done private- 
ly) is notthat new. Called Laser 
Assisted Uvula Palatoplasty, or 
LAUR it was developed by a 
Reach doctor, Yves Kamani, in 
the 1980s, caught on initially in 
Europe and the US but has 
been available in some NHS 
units for two or three years. The 
laser is used to shorten ran over- 


ly long soft palate 1 and» trim 
the uvula, the small flc.v pro- 
tuberance which hangdown 
from the soft palate: th*im is 
to unblock the airways ;d cut 
out the vibrations whietause 
snoring. No controlled nidi 

trials have been done tovalu- 
aic LAUR or to hack up U suc- 
cess rates quoted. Somettes it 
works only temporarily. 

Although the only skietTcct 
of LAUP £ described ;ln risore 
throat", posl-operativcpuin 
can be considerable. Ace-ding 
to one sleep specialist, sue pa- 
tients found swallowing gony 
for about a week afterirds. 
even with painkillers. 

Laser treatment for wring 
can be carried out in Bipa- 
tients, taking about 20 mutes. 
It does not work for evcione. 
because not all snoring is aised 
fry vibrations of the soft plate 
alone. Snoring occurs win the 
muscles that hold the Iroat 
open relax during sleep an dis- 
turb the air flow; tonguc.on- 
sils and adenoids may tithe 


cause. 

Snoring may also be on- 
□ected to obstructive sep 
apnoea, a potentially serais 
breathing disorder which nulls 
in excessive daytime sleepiest. 
Heavy, habitual snoring shuld 
be properly investigated an as- 
sessed by a sleep spcdalfc 

Losing weight, avnidin al- 
cohol and cigarettes cai all 
help; a dental splint with 
keeps the throat open at ight 
is a common first line of teal- 
mem. In many cases whre a 
couple seek help, the prolem 
is emotional: someone wh has 
tolerated a partner's snoriq for 
years may suddenly find un- 
bearable if the relalionshijis in 
trouble. 

Those who do not wih to 
abandon their mate lo the pare 
room could try a tradibnal 
remedy, although it souns al- 
most as cruel: sew a tenniball 
into the back of her (or his py- 
jamas (if they are worn). Ijust 
might deter her from sleoing 
on her bade, and thus preent 
her jaw from dropping opn. 


CherriH f-cks 
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DR PHIL 
HAMMOND 


A few deaths may 
be the price we’ll 
have to pay for 
saving resources 


“Dear Dr Hammond, 

Having skimmed over your column for 
some months now. I've noticed that you 
have an alarming tendency towards nihilism. 

“In any organisation as large as the 
health sendee, you are going to get a few 
unproven treatments and bad decisions, 
some poor communication and callous dis- 
regard for human existence. There may 
even be some doctois who coerce their NHS 
patients into going private. But in 40 years 
as a GP I can honestly say that the 
scoundrels are very much in the minority. 
The vast majority of health care profes- 
sionals are well-intentioned folk who give 
their all in very difficult circumstances. 

“If you want to carp, have a go at the 
politicians and lawyers who are destroying 
the NHS, and not those who have to work 


negative.” So why not drop the so-called 
satire and give it a try? It could well make 
you a nicer, happier person. 

Yours sincerely. 

Dr M Dingle 
Swainswick 


“PS And do try to reflect the public mood. 
If people really are as disaffected with the 
NHS as you suggest, why do I have 200 of 
the buggers coming into my waiting-room 
every day?” 


“You may be Loo young to remember 
Bing Crosby, but you would do well to heed 
his lyrics: “You've got to ACCEN l-tCHU- 
ATE the POSITIVE. Eliminate the 


This letter - with its invitation to try the 
Crosby Method - arrived on the ’same day 
as ray copy of Staying Sane, Dr Raj FtersaurTs 
“passionately argued, impeccably re- 
searched, change the way you think about 
your mind” book. 

Had it arrived the day before, I might 
well have saved myself £17.99, because it 
seems to be saying much the same thing, 
but without the references. Rafsdosesl trib- 
ute to Crosby is tucked, away on page 217. 


Found it yet? Join bands with me and re- 
peat "To stop my daily RANTS against my- 
self. I must kill my ANTS." (Automatic 
Negative Thoughts). On reflection, l flunk 
Bing's version just shades it - or rather, the 
version written for him and the Andrews 
Sisters by Arlen, Mercer and Morris. None 
of them were psychiatrists. They didn’t even 
dean the floors at the Maudsley. So how 
could three humble songwriters develop 
such a sophisticated theory of staying sane 
40 years in advance of Raj? Makes you 
think, eh? 

We’re straying into Francis Wheen ter- 
ritory here. Frauds off-loaded a few of his 
ANTs about Raj in The Guardian - most 
pertinently, that he appeared to be paid a 
lot of money for stating the obvious - but, 
in my new-found positive mood, I think he 
was being a little unfair. Ptut of the rea- 
son why Raj is so ubiquitous is that he can 
do what most consultants can’t — translate 
medspeak into plain English. 

Anthony Clare is also very good at this, 


although he perhaps appeals to a slightly 
more sophisticated audience. And Oliver 
James, too, can rake In a broad audience 
(although his honest appraisal of “Diana- 
hysteria" may have knocked a chunk out 
of his 'popularity). 

In short, psychiatry and clinical psy- 
chology are served with good media com- 
municators at the moment. Less certain is 
whether what they say or write makes a 
difference. 

Raj’s book contains “proven ways to 
strengthen your mind and reduce your vul- 
nerability to distress - forgood" and I gen- 
uinely hope it does help its readers to stay 
sane. This isn’t just because Tm discussing 
a deal with the same publisher, but because 
I find it very hard to accentuate the posi- 
tive side of psychiatric services in the UK. 
Resources are so stretched that urgent ad- 
mission lo hospital seems possible only for 
those who are psychotic and in danger of 
killing themselves or others. Even then, they 
can't ah get in. It's even been suggested that 


those who say they’ll kill thomstves 
shouldn't all be admitted, because fev of 
them do. A few deaths may be a priccve’ll 
have to pay for saving resources. 

For the great majority of those wit less 
severe Alness, provision is patchy tonoo- 
existenL Indeed, psychological distrss is 
so badly handled that it's diverted torhys- 
ical specialists. Sixty per cent of a nurol- 
ogist's referral case load is tesion 
headache; SQ per cent of a gynaecolgisl's 
is pelvic pain; 80 per cent of a gstro- 
enterologist’s is irritable bowel: 80 pc cent 
of coronary artery investigations ancom- 
pletely normaL 

Many of the sufferers have pbsical 
manifestations of psychological distres, but 
there isn’t the training, organisation time 
or resources to keep people away froa the 
disastrous slope of unnecessary physiol in- 
vestigations. In essence, if you\t got 
psychological problems in tbe UK, yiu're 
better off treating yourself. And Dr Raj 
knows iL 
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THE LONDON COLLEGE OF CLASSICAL HOMOEOPATHY 

in collaboration with the 

UNIVERSITY OF WESTMINSTER 


are now enrolling jhr their 

PART-TIME HOMGEOPATHY DEGREE COURSE 


commencing 

OCTOBER 1997 

This part-time degree course allows students to study their homoeopathic 
and clinical practice modules at LCCH whilst studying their human 
science and practitioner development modules at the University. 

This course will be of interest to people in many walks of life who are 
looking for a professional career change and of especial interest to 
professional staff working within a health care environment 

For further information regarding our degree and other courses please 
contact LCCH, Hahnemann House, 32 Welbeck Street, London W1M 7PG 

Tel. 0171 4874322, Fax. 0171 4874299 

E-maiUlcch@m$n.com Web Site: www.lcdi.ftexneUo.uk. 


Mum-friendly 

Birth has become an over- 
medicalised experience for 
most women which deprives 
them of ftiU participation in 
one of the most significant 
events in their lives, according 
to a charily. 

• The Association for 
Improvements in Maternity 
Services says women are 
being falsely reassured about 
die safety of procedures 
including epidurals, 
caesarians and foetal 
monitoring. It says the 
“cascade of interventions'’, 
including apparently harmless 
ones such as breaking the 
waters, can lead to other 
harmful interventions. 

Calling for the 
development of the mother- 
friendly hospital, it says 
women never forget birth 
experiences: while kindness 
and compassion stay in the 
memory so do cruelty, 
technocratic arrogance and 


11.2 to 1L3 million (finished 
consultant episodes), while 
the number of beds fell 3.6 
per cent from 206,000 to 
199,000. Bed use increased 
with almost 40 patients. treat- 
ed in each bed over the year. 
Overall, more than four out 
of five NHS beds was occu- 
pied every nighL 


Kiss catching 

US scientists have reported 
what is believed to be the first 
case of Lransmisssion of the 
Aids virus by “deep kissing.’’ 
A 20 year old man, who had 
never had sex, apparently was 
infected from a bite on his lip 
during a prolonged kiss. It is 
known that saliva can cany 
the virus but until now there 
has been, no such case known. 
Doctors reporting the case in 
Archives of Internal Medicine 
said although it could not be 
proved transmission had 
occurred in this way, it 
appeared possible. 


amount of ionising radiation 
applied is of secondaty 
importance. 

Dr Terry Roberts, former 
head of microbiology at the 
Institute of Food Research in 
Reading, who chaired a 
meeting on food irradiation 
jointly organised by the 
WHO, the UN Food and 
Agriculture Organisation and 
the International Atomic 
Energy Agency said: “Wfe are 
quite satisfied with existing, 
scientific evidence that higher 
doses of radiation can provide 
wholesome, nutritious and 
safe food,” he said. The . 
techniques is used in 30 
countries including the UK. 


Notice to 
Halifax Visa 
Charity Card 
Customers. 


No room 

More patients were admitted 
to hospital last year than ever 
before - and more beds were 
dosed. The number of admis- 
sions rose 1 per cent between 
1995-96 and J 996-97 from 


WHO says 

There is no cause for concern 
about the amount of 
radiation used in irradiated 
food, the World Health 
Organisation says. If the 
sensory qualities of food are 
retained and harmful micro- 
organisms are destroyed, the 


Last gasp 

16 to 24 year bids smoke 
more than any other age 
group. A third are regular 
smokers and three oat of four 
of these smoke more than 10 . 
cigarettes a day, according to 
the Health Education 
Authority. 

Many college students said 
they regarded smoking as 
part of their traditional 
“reckless and carefree" 
student image and reckoned 
they would give up when they 
left college. 

Jeremy Laurence 


Halifax pic announces an increase in the interest rati 
charged on its Halifax Visa Charity Card with effect fron 
1st October 1997. However if you opened your Halifax 
Visa Charity Card account before 18th. November 19 g] 
and you later chose not to pay an annual fee the interns 
charged on your account remains the same. The current 
rate of 1.49% a month will increase to 1.53%. Including 
the annual fee, for transactions other than cash 
’advances, the new typical APR for Halifax Visa Charity 
Cards will be 21.4% (based on a typical credit limit of 
£1,000). For cash advances, the new typical APR for 
Halifax Visa Charity Cards will be 23.3% (on a typical 
cash advance of £l,000).The new rate will begin to affect 
transactions made from 1st October and will be charged 
and shown on statements issued from 1st November 
1997 onwards until farther notice. 

Paragraphs 1.2 and 4 of the Halifax Visa Charity Card 
agreement and conditions 5.2 and 8 of the Halifax Visa 
Charity Card conditions will be changed accordingly 
from 1st October 1997 . 
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Chris Patten is a man 
without a job. The 
Conservatives are a 
party In pain. Are these 
two facts somehow 
related? Louise Jury 
considers tiis present 
and his future 

We all remember the sight of 
Chris Fatten, a respected, sym- 
pathetic, clever man weep ing as 
the Union Flag came down over 
Hong Kong; be had come to the 
end of an impossible job at 
which, by most people’s lights, 
he had acquitted himself well; 
we remember his charming 
wife and three beautiful daugh- 
ters standing to attention and 
dressed to kill in designer 
minidresses; a family fine 
enough to set against the Blairs 

This week, in William 
Hague’s time of trouble, they 
have come into the minds of 
many Tories. And, with this pa- 
per’s jolly tale of Mr and Mrs 
Patten holidaying with the Ma- 
jors at the home of the Con- 
servative arch-plotter Tristan 
Garel-Jones in Spain to titillate 
them, he is much in their 
thoughts. The question is 
whether the Tory party and its 
leadership are in his. 

One who observed him 
closely in Hong Kong said he 
was “completely exhausted” 
when he left and “pretty fed 
up”. His parting words in Hong 
Kong were “I’m going to 
France - to write a book, to 
tend to my garden and to 
recharge my batteries, which 
are starting to splutter damply 
like an old car on a cold wet 
morning”. 

And that is exactly wbat he 
has been doing. With Lavender, 
his wife of 26 years, he retired 
to the beau tifui old stone farm- 
house they bought two years 
ago at St Martin-Languepie 
near Albi, the birthplace of 
Toulouse-Lautrec, in the south. 

When a month or so later, 
a journalist negotiated the wild- 
nemess near the hideaway to 
grab a word. Lavender polite- 
ly and patiently explained that 
her husband was doing the or- 
dinary job of shopping at the su- 
permarket. “He just wants to be 
left alone.” she said. And so he 
has been. He has laid flagstones 
to create 3 garden dining patio, 
planted fruit trees and dug up 
nettles. Undoubtedly, as a keen 
tennis player - and anxious 
weight-watcher - he will have 
been making the most of his 
new court. He is thought to be 
hesitant about a return to pol- 







Governor, garden, pastures new 


tries and Lavender, a banister 
who had her own successful 
family practice before they left 
is also thought to have her 
reservations. Yet be did leave 
the prospect open when he 
turned down a peerage in Ma- 
jor’s resignation honours. 

And he has been writing his 
book on Hong Kong and Asia 
for which the publishers 
HaiperCoUins paid a rumoured 
£100,000 advance. 

Whatever his wing of the 
Conservative Party may wish, 
he is not a man who needs to 
huny. His writing could take at 
least until the end of the year. 
He was paid £238,000 in his fi- 
nal years in Hong Kong with 
£35,000 a year expenses. He left 
office with a £275,000 tax-free 
gratuity and, it might be as- 
sumed. is not desperate for a 
new job yet. 

But at some point he and 
Lavender will return to Britain, 
not to the converted Methodist 
chapel which was their home in 
Bath when that was his con- 
stituency but to London. After 


much hunting, they bought an 
attractive Victorian three- 
storey six-bedroom house with 
a large garden in Barnes, a de- 
sirable part of south-west Lon- 
don with easy access to 
Westminster. His youngest 
daughter, Alice, 17, is due to be- 
gin reading languages at Cam- 
bridge University. His elder 
daughters, Kate, 24, and Lau- 
ra, 22, both work in the media, 
Kate In television for Esther 
Rantzen, Laura as a beauty as- 
sistant for the glossy magazine 
Harpers and Queen. 

Will they find themselves the 
daughters of a man who has set 
his cap at the Conservative 
Party in the hope of becoming 
Prime Minister? “He’s quite 
fastidious about not wanting to 
be parachuted back in with a by- 
election.” said one insider. 
Though the seats of John Ma- 
jor and Michael Heseltine have 
been mentioned as possibilities, 
“He wouldn't want anyone to 
stand down for him." 

And the Conservative Par- 
ty, at this moment, riven by eon- 
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A match for the Blairs? Chris Patten in his garden in 
France and with daughters Main picture: P Parrot/Sygma 


ilia and facing a government 
with a massive majority, is not 
the most attractive proposi- 
tion for a man who has other 
options. 

"The thing about Patten,” 
says one who knows him well 
“is he does believe that big jobs 
are important. He might well 
want to be Prime Minister but 
in a choice between waiting in 
opposition for three terms and 
having something like a big job 
in Europe, there’s no doubt 


which he would prefer.” His 
name, like Kenneth Clarke's, 
has been mooted as a potential 
successor to Jacques Santer, 
though he would have to be- 
come a European commis- 
sioner first 

Patten gave his all to his post 
in Hong Kong and the observ- 
er thinks Patten enjoyed the in- 
ternational stage. “If he had his 
way, he would want a big in- 
ternational job - he thought 
overseas development minister 


was the best job he had at West- 
minster. But he knows die big 
ones are largely in the gift of the 
government of the day and 
he’s not flavour of the month 
with them.” 

Patten must have thought 
when he went to Hong Kong 
that he was leaving bis politi- 
cal career behind him, but the 
They world he left was very dif- 
ferent horn the one he would 
return to. His friend John Ma- 
jor was Prime Minister then and 
the Labour Party bad hardly 
started to shake itself into new- 
ness. But politics would never 
have been for from his 
thoughts. He is at heart a politi- 
cian, as he has been since stu- 
dent days. 

“He’s got the politics bug,” 
says an insider who watched 
him closely throughout his rime 
in Hong Kong. *Ail the time he 
was here he was immensely in- 
terested in the minutiae of 
British politics.” He could not 
have guessed until very re- 
cently how interested British 
politics would become in him. 


Searching for my dad, I found Austin Powers 


REVELATIONS 



The time: 1995 
The place: Los Angeles 
The man: Mike Myers, 
film star 

My parents came to Canada in 
1956, from Liverpool, and I 
grew up in a very English house- 
hold. I thought I was related to 
the Beatles growing up, be- 
cause my mum and dad talked 
like , the Beatles. My parents 


were kind of famous because 
they had the British accent. 

I took dancing lessons when 
I was little. There was an Eng- 
lish pub show called ThcPigAnd 
Whistle on Canadian TV, where 
everyone sang, “Come in/To the 
Pig and Whist! e/Come in/ And 
have a laugh”. There was 
cheeky ebappiness and chimney 
sweep dancers. I remember 
seeing that as a kid and think- 
ing, “Wow, I wanna be that.” 
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My brothers called me “tip- 
py toes”. They used to torture 
me mercilessly. Do you do “spit 
suck” here? You get somebody 

and pin them down and spit ? 

That’s our contribution to cul- 
ture. Insulin, green ink, the 
cobalt bomb, and spit-suck. 
And various strains of rust-re- 
sistant wheaL That’s Canada. 

Ours was a Scouse bouse. 
Across the street was my friend 
and his parents were from Go- 
van - they had BDJy Connolly 
and all that stuff in their bouse. 
New Year’s Eve it was a lot of 
I Love U. I Love U, but As soon 
U take my money Til kill U. It’s 
the same in Liverpool, they 
have instincts - fight fight fight, 
love love love, sing. 

I was really close to my dad. 
Literally my dad would wake us 
up if Monty Python or an Eal- 
ing comedy or something was 
on, on a school nighL I didn’t 
. go to first period for the last five 
years of high school, because 
we'd all sit down at the televi- 
sion late. Drink tea. and eat 
toast, and watch whatever. 

The other thing about my 
dad was - like, when you’re in 
a casino, you play with chips, so 
you don’t think it’s real money 
and therefore you don't mind 
going down $400 in a hauL The 
things that happened during my 
week weren't real either until I 
went home. 1 did my laundiy 
every Sunday in Toronto, and 
my dad would say: “What did 
you do this week?” And I would 
say “blah blah blah” and it 
would seem real. 

When he got Alzheimer’s I 
started to see his personality 
leave his body. His personality 
left bis body completely the year 
before he died. It was an insid- 
iously slow process. And at the 
same rime that’s happening Tin 
on Saturday Might Live and 
| making Wayne's World . My fa- 
ther passed away in ’91. My 
, heart was broken. 1 worked 


steadily for two years. Then my 
contract for Saturday Night Live 
was up - you have a six-year 
coatracL Wayne's World 2 was 
a Number One movie and it 
done real well - 1 had lots of of- 
feis. At the same time my wife’s 
brother gets killed in a car ac- 
cident and both her sets of 
grandparents die. So all the rime 
it’s like Spielberg calls or some- 
body you love has died. It was 
all happening together. 

I spoke to BQl Murray, who 
hosted one of the last shows be- 
fore I left He said he’d taken 
two years off. He’d gone to 
France to the Sorbonne, be- 
cause bis mother had died and 
be was emotionally incapaci- 
tated. He told me about that 
and 1 said, “Well, wbat's my 
equivalent of studying at the 
Sorbonne?” And I thought. 
“ V&fl, ni take a year off and HI 
take ice hockey lessons.” 

So I took what’s known as 
power skating lessons from 
nine to five every Wednesday, 
and played pick-up hockey two 
times a week with animators 
and firemen on disability and 
stuff. That’s what I did, and I 
read books and I went and saw 
movies. We bought a house, we 
backed off, we nested. Before 
then, my wife and I were living 
in suitcases in hotel rooms in LA 
and in a tiny apartment in New 
York - paying lots of money. 

During my year off I looked 
into the whole deal of my an- 
cestry, part Scottish, part North- 
ern Irish, part Southern Irish, 
and England. I came to Liver- 
pool and saw where my dad 
went to schooL I saw where he 
signed on the Territorial Army. 
A really nice guy from the Roy- 
al Engineers sent me cay dad's 
war record. So I went to places 
he was stationed. I just really 
came to terms with his death. 

I think al a certain point 1 got 
so close to him - he was so fim- 
oy, he was very sflfy. His two ma- 


jor sayings,* that I think are un- 
dervalued, were, “Everything is 
gonna be okay” and “Let’s go 
have some fon.” So anything 
crappy that would happen, he 
would be like, “You know, 
everything's goana be okay, 
let’s go have some fun.” And I 
think those are two really im- 
portant things, but when that 
dies out and you’re left by your- 
self. and you're so busy, and 
then all of a sudden you’re a fa- 
mous person .. . well, it’s weird. 

My dad sold encyclopaedias 
- the Encyclopaedia Britanniau 
I wear my dad’s encyclopaedia- 
sal esman-of -die-year ring, from 
1967, which was my wedding 
ring, because he couldn’t come. 
He died before my wedding. 

A year and a half ago I was 
driring base from hockey prac- 
tice and “The Look of Love” by 
Burt Bacharadh came on the ra- 
dio and that spoke to my heart. 
I’m a big Burt fan. It just re- 
molded me of Casino Royale 
and that whole era, and I just 
started fooling around with 
English acceots: “Yeah, but 
let’s go in the back and shaaag,” 
Pretending I, was taking pho- 
tographs of my -vrife; “Give it to 
me, baby, show me shoulder, 
love it. yeah.” I did that for three 
days to make my wife laugh. My j 
wife's from Queens, she's quite | 
blunt, and she said: “That’s re- j 
ally funny, now sbaddap.” She j 
said I should write it down, so ( 
I wrote a script in three weeks, | 
and it became Austin Powers. 
The movie is a tribute to my | 
dad, and to the whole British , 
pop culture and comedy, if | 
someone said my next 1,000 pic- 
tures bad to be Austin Powers I 
movies I’d be only too happy - , 
I bad a blast doing ft. i 

Taking that year off proved , 
to be the smartest thing I ever I 
did, and in two years I plan to j 
-take another five months dff. I 

Interview fcy Rfchmd TyraB I 


DEAR HANDBAG 

What is a Tory 
prime minister - 
without a handbag? 


Ruth Pkanfie, who died yesterday, age 
33, wrote extensively and wittily on 
the features pages of The 
Independent 7 . In October 1993 a TV 
documentary revealed to her what 
Thatcher tad and Major lacked 

Dear handbag. 

So farewell then, trusted frieod- 

Your week has been chock-full of photo 
ops. You have starred in numerous newspa- 
per h eadlines. Last night you appeared on 
Thatcher The Downing Street "tears. These are 
the poignant, dying embers of your career. 
But yon w£D not be forgotten. 

It is true -to quote another famous Lady, 
one created by Oscar Wilde -you were only 
a hfl pdhag You didn't come from the house 
of Chanel but from British faithfuls. Aquas- 
cutum or Rayne. You were made not from 
ostrich or boa constrictor but from boring, 
basi c cow. And you didn't respond to the 
whims of fashion. In the day, you were a Mack 
or navy structured bag with two handles. In 
the evening you were a smafl pochette in black 
velvet, silver or gold (Denis does like a bit 
of glitter, your owner confessed in 1986). 

You were never a star, always one of a 
team. Even the black patent, the favourite, 
was frequently replaced. According to Cyn- 
thia Crawford, your owner’s PA: “We always 
have half a dozen on the go. They get quite 
abashing.” 

. You also got a bashing from the press. You 
became a verb meaning to nag, to bully, to 
shout down, to sack. Last year the speaker 
of the Irish Daft banned the expression on 
the grounds that it was unparliamentary. 

But, dear handbag, do not despair. You 
had many fans. A suitcase retailer from 
Bushey Heath bought you (the beige you) for 
£2JX)0 at an auction for Capital Radio's Help 
a London Quid. Your owner loved you 
deeply, even though she doesn't give you an 
index entry in her memoirs. Like Denis, you 
were a rock to hen mute and loyal. You were 
vital to her as a symbol, a constant reminder 
that the Thatcher revolution was, in the end. 
the good housekeeping learnt by a grocer's 
daughter. Your owners voice got deeper, her 
' policies tougher, but you remained, re- 
minding the world that the boss was a lady. 

You were, of course, a Freudian's dream. 
You were variously described as lethal ( The 
Sun), loaded (Daily Mirror), long-range ( The 
Independent) and steel-reinforced (Econo- 
mist). Once, you were pump action (The 
Guardian). 

But. like all handbags, you were also a big, 
scary vagina with teeth. The nation was 
obsessed by what was inside you. Never mind 
lipstick; at various times you were rumoured 
to contain: (a) the 1942 Beveridge report on 
social insurance; (b) the 1944 White Paper 
on Employment; and (c) Abraham Lin- 
coln's 1863 Gettysburg Address. A handbag? 
You were the world's first political Tardis. 

Without you, British political life is less 
vivid. John Major, like most British men, is 
fearful about the link between handbags and 
homosexuality. And so he is without a 
metaphor. Lady Thatcher herself, in a brave 
effort to prop up her successor’s leadership, 
urged him to use a cricket bat at an EC sum- 
mit. The metaphor did not take off What is 
a politician without a metaphor? What is a 
prime minister without a handbag? 
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RELAX 

Saga’s got it covered 

If you are aged 50 or over, you could 
protect your home and contents for 
less with Saga Home Insurance. 


Saga Home Insurance 
can offer you genuine 
savings over other 
policies while giving 
you cover dial fully 
protects your home and 
possessions. Combined 
with first rate claims 
and customer service, it 
is no wonder that almost 
400,000 people insure 
their homes with us. , 

Can us FREE today. 


Saga Price Promise 
For New Customers 
If you find another 
comparable policy at a 
lower price within 2 
montits of taking out 
Saga Home Insurance, 
we will refund you the 
difference. 

For a free no obligation 
quote simply call us 
with all relevant details, 
on the number below. 


0800 414 525 

Quoting reference 
ID9710 


INSURANCE SERVICES 


Lines open Monday to Friday 830am - 7pm, 

Saturday 9am - 1pm i 
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*1 recorded it all as history 
unfolding, believing that it 
could never happen again’ 


Biafra, Bangladesh, Vietnam: 
name any of the world’s tragedies 
of the past 20 years, and likely as 
not Don McCullin broke the news. 
But what are we to make of these 
images when taken off the front 
page and pinned up In a gallery? 

By Tom Lubbocfc 


Don McCullin's pictures are not what they 
were. Take the picture on this page. When 
it first appeared in print, it was an imme- 
diate bulletin from the world, an urgent ap- 
peal crying out of its emergency, designed 
to appal and to baffle the conscience of its 
original viewers. And today it's different. 
Its not news, it's art. Not, of course; that 
such a photo couldn't be taken somewhere 
in the contemporary world, but this one 
wasn't. It's a “classic” image, a Don Mo- 
Cullin picture, an example of an ceum. It 
urges nothing. It's become partly a historical 
document.' and partly a fixed emblem, 
reflecting a timeless and universal theme: 
human suffering. 

There are about 200 pictures in the Bar- 
bican's McCullin retrospective. “Sleeping 
with Ghosts”. The majority represent his 
20 years working as a photojournalism from 
the raid-Sixtics to the mid-Eighties, on 
assignments to the world's disaster areas. 
Cyprus, Biafra, Londonderry, Bangladesh, 
Vietnam. Cambodia, Beirut: this is Mc- 
Cullin's roster, and the exhibition's, all those 
place-names that have become general 
names for crisis and tragedy. And all Mc- 
Cullin's most powerful shots are here: the 
Cypriot widow caught in a convulsion of 
grief the voting Biafra n mother with a baby 
sucking her withered breast, the stick- 
legged Biafran albino boy. the dumb shell- 
shocked GI. the abandoned Bangladeshi 
baby- crying in the road - the images which 
have put a memorable face to suffering for 
this generation. 

But this seems the wrong way of putting 


it, too much like art. Praising the pictures’ 
power and memorability, don't we treat the 
subject as if it were only a contribution to 
that power? Don't we risk substituting the 
photographer’s vision, the photographer’s 
“face", for the faces he witnessed? 
Shouldn't the claims of the subject come 
first? The distinction isn’t so easy to make. 
It was McCullin’s camera, his profession- 
al vocation and his personal courage that 
helped to make those names. And if his own 
name became in its time a by-word, his pres- 
ence a guarantee, of a situation’s urgency 
and gravity, then McCullin veiy largely cre- 
ated his subject. Few photographers before 
him had brought this nevus so forcefully and 
immediately. The proper question is: what 
kind of news was it, and is it? 

Looking back, McCullin himself has 
drawn a desperate lesson: "I recorded it 
all as history unfolding, believing that this 
could never happen again, but It has and 
it wilL I am under no illusions now. Hu- 
manity will go on suffering to the end of 
time.” The statement is quoted on a large 
wall-caption in the exhibition, and thus giv- 
en a kind of summary authority. And it’s 
true that, when seen all together, in ret- 
rospect, in an art gallery, this is the lesson 
that the pictures tend to bear. As you go 
round the show, from one catastrophe to 
another, human suffering looks like some- 
-thing that keeps on happening. Each 
picture is one more updating verification 
of this permanent, proverbial truth. That’s 
•its “news”. 

At the same time, this lesson must seem 
too proverbial, too general, too accepting, 
too near to the churchman who’s ever ready 
with a topical crisis prayer (“We think es- 
pecially at this timeof the people of Bosnia 
and Rwanda.. .”) and never daunted by the 
way each year the dotted line can be filled 
with some new name. The kind of suffer- 
ing McCullin bore witness to, it wasn’t just 
suffering, it had Its causes; it wasn’t just hu- 
manity either, it was particular sections of 
. humanity. And even if humanity will go on 
suffering to the end of time, that hardly 



putting a memorable face to 
suffering: ‘Refuge* from East ^ 
Pakistan on the Indian border 

© Don McCullin 


diminishes an obligation -to relieve it, 
prevent it, question it, protea against it. 
A sense of that obligation was surely what 
the pictures were first designed to awaken 
and enforce. 

Not entirely. There is a split here, which 
runs through McCullin’s work. His images 
are torn between two modes of address - 
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between shock and contemplation. Nor fa 
this merely the work of time -or the effect 
of seeing them in a gallery (reportage be- 
coming art the contemporary passing). The 
photos had this “contemplative” aspect 
from the start: at odds with their urgent 
appeals, but a function of them too. 

The paradox is almost inherent. To com- 
municate suffering most directly, one 
must put a face to ft, concentrate on im- 
mediate victims; and thus concentrate on 
suffering as such McOrllin's vision is dose- 
up, in the midst of things, on individuals. 
But not exactly on individuals: the agony 
envelops everything. There’s little to in- 
dicate lives beyond the immediate cir- 
cumstances or the abnormality of these 
circumstances. His subjects are identified 
with their fate. His strongest pictures use 
a kind of allegorical portraiture. The sub- 
jects acknowledge the camera, stand cen- 


tred, half pose for in This alleviates any feel- 
ing of voyeurism, of images stolen. U con- 
fers a dignity on degradation. But it also 
makes the people seem to present and per- . 
form their suffering for us, to become its 
living symbols, personifications of hunger, 
grief, violation, endurance. 

In the dbaos ofmiseiy and conflict, Me- . 
Cullin finds modern Pieias, Martyrs show- 
ing their wounds. Dead Christs. He holds- 
them in compositions of great solidity and 
solemnity, which establish then instants as 
fixed tableaux. He prints them in grave, 
dark textures that fuse the sight witnessed 
on to the picture surface. And all these de- 
vices put out of mind the chanciness and 
the partialness of the camera’s relation to 
the world, a world whose causes and cir- 
cumstances aren't and often can’t be pho- 
tographed. They make the camera’s 
glimpses look like they were always meant 


to be images, and they make the images 
look complete in themselves. 

This is what gives his photos their last- 
ing power, but it’salso what gave them their 
immediate effect. They appealed through 
speaking a permanent language of torment 
and pathos. Or rather they filled old pic- 
tures with new realities, gave them the jolt 
of news. But the forms remain religious, 
the types of a world-view in which suffer- 
ing has a place. 

So, as you go round this exhibition, you 
fall into a steady attitude that seems quite 
naturaL Not indifferent, not flinching, not 
exactly consuming it, but not protesting 
a gwin«j it either above all, not wishing it oth- 
erwise : you simply contemplate it, trying to 
absorb it. to take its measure, ns something 
well-known but right to be dwelt on. U is 
a kind of wonder - and of course there’s a 
way in which these horrors and catastro- 
phes can become world-wonders - with, all 
the while, a troubling consciousness that this 
attitude is deeply wrong. - 

There isn’t an obvious means of re- 
solving tins split perapective. lt seems point- 
less to accuse McCulIm of “aestheticising" 
suffering, or making a “spectacle” of it.- 
Hue, even within the limits of what pho- 
tography can show about the world, he 
might have worked differently, made im- 
ages that looked less inevitable. And true, 
there does seem something mad about us 
viewers giving our solemn.attention to a 
gallery of past horrors which by definition 
we can do nothing about, when present hor- 
rors might equally fill these walls. What 
should we say: that McCullin's work, hav- 
ing done its job, or not done its job, ought 
simply to be put away? That keeping it on 
view is actually dangerous, because it can 
now only dull the conscience, by making 
such outrages seem familiar and expect- 
ed, by establishing a genre of image-and- 
response that all new photographs of new 
outrages will settle into in their turn? 

JFethaps all true. But McCullin's pictures 
tell a doth too. Not necessarily that hu- 
manity will suffer to the end.of time, but 
that some kinds of suffering, in their ex- 
tremity and absoluteness, can only be 
known and contemplated - and tfaaL in this 
sense there’s nothing to be done about 
them. It is a quasi-religious truth, and 
there's nothing to be done with it either; 
not the whole truth, a truth very liable to 
comfortable corruption, a truth which the 
arts are all too good at telling. But still Mc- 
Cullin’s work should be praised for it - 
though not too loudly or eagerly. 

To 14 Dec, Barbican Centre, London W2 
(017J-382 7105) 
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Art houses join force to give 
prints a better image 


A Century of European 
Prints 

Printm along, for some reason 
that no one can ever quite ex- 
plain, is very rarely given as 
much critical attention as the 
other arts. - 

It tends to be viewed as a 
secondary activity; something 
that painters and sculptors do 
when they’re not painting or 
sculpting, but not really worth 
considering in its own right. 
Artists disagree of course, as do 
print dealers, and for the nest 
month six London galleries 
specialising in prints have 
joined forces in the hope that 
a dutch of exhibitions vrili suc- 
ceed where so. often a single 
show has failed. 

The exhibitions, grouped 
under the title ”A Century of 
European Prints”, start with 
the years 1890-1935 aiThe Fine 
Art Society in New Bond Street 
where the emphasis of the show" 
is firmly on artists as expert 
printmakers, rather than trawl- 
ing through the century’s most 
glittering careers gathering 
works that happen to be prints. 

Inevitably, though, iheni are 

many big names here, from Pi- 
casso and Matisse to Klee and 
Kandinsky, but many of the best 
exhibits are by the British artists 
who spearheaded the etching re- 
vival which took plooe in this 
country in the Twenties. 

DY Cameron’s fantastically 
solemn landscape' Ben Ledi is 
-one of the great images of its 


time and, a little earlier, Nevin- 
son's From an Office Window is 
a match for any of his Conti- ~ 
nentai colleagues. 

At Lumiey Cazalet in Davies 
Street, the years 1925-1970 have 
a more determinedly European 
. feeL There's lots of Picasso, the 
only artist to make it \nvo all six 
venues, and ChagaQ, who, as 
ever, looks a bit wfll o' the wisp 
- he needs a more substantial 
medium. On the evidence here 
Matisse is also a disappointing 
printmaker. His odalisques and 
girls on flowered divans are styl- 
ish enough, but they look more 
tike mechanically reproduced 
drawings than images which 
set out to be lithographs, 

Braque fares rather better: 
his little swan, Le Cjgne, 1947, 
worked over with black and 
white and grey gouache is one 
of the stars of the. Lumiey 
Cazalet selection, as is a later- 
lithograph of a bird silhouetted ■ 
over a green square. Another 
Braque bind appears in W illiam 
Weston’s selection of prints 
from the same period, along 
with more Matisse, Chagall, Pi- 
casso and a number of less ex- 
pected images including 
Magritte’s splendidly surreal 
77a? Green Eye. 

"More surprising still is the 
selection at the Mercury 
Gallery in Cork Street, where 
a very different exhibition con- 
centrates on the likes of Pierre 
Aiechinsky, Jacques Ducet and 
Johnny Friedlaender; little 
known members of a post-war 



Taking flight: Georges Braque's La Cygne, 1947 


avant-garde. Alongside these 
are more familiar images by 
British artists, including 
Linocuts by Sybil Andrews and 
Cyril Power and -a fine litho- 
graph, Cornish Harbour , by 
William Scott, one of the best 
printmakers to work- in this 
country since the Second Wbrid 
War, but surprisingly given only 
the singl e image in the galleries. 

Next door to. the Mercury 
Gallery at Alan Cristea, space 
is at an even greater premium 
as the stoiy is brought up to date 
from 1960 to 1997. Picasso and 
Braque are squeezed in again, 
next'to a large Flowering Palm 
by Howard Hodgkin and a 
nude by Colin Seethe marks 
made ty rolling a naked mod- 
el across the etching plate. 
Beuys, Baselitz and Tapies are 
shown by a single work apiece, 
although there are three of 
Naum Gabo’s elegantly 
stripped-down studies of form 
and space, and two wonderful- 
ly simple abstractions by the 
Spaniard Eduardo Chiliada. 

The contemporaries con- 
tinue at Marlborough Graph- 


ics in Albemarle Street with a 
selection that includes Eduar- 
do Paolozzi's complex woodcuts 
from his 1975 Charles Rennie 
Mackintosh suite, and two som- 
bre but rather beautiful etching* 
by Anish Kapoor. Frank Auer- 
, bach’s etched head of Lucian 
Freud is one of the best things 
here, with, of course, Freud 
himself. Two etchings by Thcr- 
ese Oulton, one of the galleries' 
younger artists, were awaited, 
literally hot off the press, the 
day 1 was there. 

I’m not sure that I’d rec- 
ommend seeing all six bits of the 

show at once, there's rather too 
much to take in, but it Ls an am- 
bitious and largely successful 
project which should help to 
raise the profile of a tuo-often 
neglected art. 

The fine Art Society (0171^29 
SI 16); Lumiey Cazalet (0171- 
49 1 4767); Mercury GoUert 
(0171-734 7800); ' William 

( 0171-493 0722): Alan 
Cristea (0171-439 1866); Mari- 
borough Graphics f 0171-629 : 
5161 ).. Until /o October 
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Thomas George Thomas, 
politician: bom 29 January 
■ 1909; MP (Labour) for Cardiff 
Central 1945-50, Cardiff West 
1950-83; PPS to Minister of 
Aviation 1951; member, 
Chairman’s Panel, Mouse of 
Commons 1951 -64; Joint 
Parliamentary Under- 
secretary of State, Home 
Office 1964-66; Minister of 
State, Welsh Office 1966-67; 
Minister of State, 
Commonwealth Office 1967- 
68; Secretary of State for 
Wales 1968-70; PC 1968; 
deputy Speaker and 
Chairman of Ways and 
Means, House of Commons 
1964-76; Speaker of the 
House of Commons 1976-83; 
created 1983 Viscount 
Tonypandy; chairman, Bank 
of Wales 1985-91; died Cardiff 
22 September 1997. 


George Thomas was the first 
Speaker of the House of Com- 
mons to be known by the whole 
nation; known, and loved too. 
In 1978, two years after his ap- 
pointment. the BBC began 
broadcasting Today in Ptnhameni 
and its opening call “Older! Or- 
der!", declaimed in Thomas's 
rolling Rhondda accent, be- 
came a national catchphrase. 

The broadcast provided 
most people with their first ex- 
perience of how Parliament is 
conducted and bow Mr Speak- 
er could exert his authority 
over rebellious MPs by good- 
humoured and witty interven- 
tion. Within a week, a star was 
bom. Speaker Thomas had be- 
come a national institution. 
And it was, of coarse, his grat- 
ifying apotheosis, after what 
he had wrongly felt to be a 
chequered political career. 

George Thomas had been a 
lively, eloquent, busy MP in the 
1945 parliament, a member of 
the committee chairmen’s pan- 
el and first chairman of the 
Welsh Grand Committee. But, 
unlike his fellow member for 
Cardiff, James Callaghan, he 
was not offered even junior of- 
fice. Nineteen years passed be- 
fore he was rewarded and.even 
then Harold Wilson could not 
fulfil his intention to make him 
Chairman of Ways and Means 
and deputy Speaker." The 
Labour majority was only five 
and a deputy Speaker re- 
nounces bis parfy vote, a loss the 
Government could not afford. 

Thomas was consoled first 
with a junior, post 3l the Home 
Office and then as Minister of 
Stale at the Welsh Office. Lat- 
er, as Minister of State at the 
Commonwealth Office, he en- 
joyed travelling the world and 
proved to be rather good at 
sorting out difficult African 
leaders whose temperament 
was more akin to that of the 
warm, voluble Welshman than 
to that of the average reserved 
Englishman. It was however in 
the United States, in Georgia, 


that a preacher said it all: “His 
face is white but his heart is as 
black as ours.” 

At last, in 1968. be entered 
the Cabinet as Secretary of 
Stale for Whies. It was a diffi- 
cult time ibr the Welsh Office. 
Welsh nationalism was growing, 
particularly linguistic national- 
ism, and there was a tiny fringe 
threatening violence. Thomas, 
like many of his compatriots, 
had no enthusiasm for the na- 
tionalist, cause. Moreover be 
had an English mother, and so 
had not nearly enough of the 
Welsh language, some people 
felt, for a man chosen to be the 
Welsh Secretary of State. 

The tension grew as the in- 
vestiture of the Prince of Wales 
drew closer. Thomas's life was 
constantly threatened. His bun- 
galow was plastered with 
Welsh-language posters and 
leaflets and he was attacked in 
religious newspapers and even 
from the pulpit. The Prince of 
Wales was due to spend a prep- 
aratory term at Aberystwyth 
and the academics feared that 
'it would be dangerous. The Sec- 
retary of State had a heavy re- 
sponsibility but the police were 
confident enough and the Spe- 
cial Branch did all that was 
necessary around Caernarvon 
Castle for the ceremony itself. 

When Labour was re- 
elected in 1974, George Thom- 
as was 65. He fully expected to 
return to the Welsh Office, 
and to the end of his days he 
resented the fact that Wilson 
and Callaghan had failed to 
warn him that the job was to go 
to a younger man, and one 
favoured by the Welsh speakers. 
The post selected for Thomas 
was again the Chairmanship of 
Wiys and Means and deputy 
Speaker. Seeing his disappoint- 
ment Wilson reminded him that 
Setwyn Lloyd must surely soon 
retire, although of course the 
Speakership cannot be the gift 
of the Prime Minister. 

Mistrusted as he was by the 
nationalists, George Thomas 
was the archetypal middle-of- 
the-road Welsh MP of his 
generation, formed by the for- 
tifying curriculum of the valley, 
the pit, the chapel, the tem- 
perance movement, the Coop, 
the trade union and the Labour 
Party. He had an expansive per- 
sonality, a quick mind and all 
the evangelical skills. Such gifts 
are not exactly rare in W&Iesbut 
Thomas bad them in profusion; 
above alt be had the ability to 
find the words, expressed in 
richly dramatic cadences, that 
would move any audience. 

As a young man Thomas 
had delivered a free prayer in 
the presence of a collier who 
bad perfected bis English by 
learning off the entire Book of 
Psalms. “You should ask your- 
self tonight whether God wants 
you to be a preacher," he said 
Thomas got an affirmative an- 
swer and became a most active 



‘Order! Order!* George Thomas as Speaker of the House of Commons, 1976 


Methodist lay preacher, more 
eloquent even in the pulpit than 
on the political platform. I have 
remembered foryeare a sermon 
I heard him preach at the ser- 
vice held before the Labour Par- 
ty Conference. His theme was 
the need to treat old people with 
love and respect as well as jus- 
tice and he spoke sadly of the 
contempt he had seen them 
receive in a certain institution. 

The chapel was in his blood. 
His mother was the daughter of 
a founder of the English 
Methodist Church in Tbay- 
pandy. Mam Thomas, as she be- 
came known, was a heroic 
woman. At 19, she married a 
Welsh-speaking miner of the 
same age and before they, 
reached 30 they had two daugh- 
ters and three sons. The father 
took to the bottle, was violent 
in his cups, and to everyone’s re- 
lief disappeared into the Army 
in 1914. Afterwards he went off 
and acquired another family. 

The first family survived in- 
tact in a squalid basement as 
Mis Thomas took in washing 


and sewed long into the night 
The daughters went into service 
at 13 and George's elder broth- 
er down the pit at the same age. 
It was this that made it possi- 
ble for George to go to sec- 
ondary school and then to take 
a teacher training course at 
Southampton. He remained a 
teacher until he was 36. Med- 
ically graded as “C’\ he was a 
part-time special policeman 
during the Second World Vtir. 
This left him time to serve as 
a member of the national ex- 
ecutive of the National Union 
of Teachers and become a 
runner-up for the presidency. 

When he was 16 his moth- 
er married again, and happily 
this time, to a winder at the pit 
and when he died George 
bought a bungalow in Cardiff 
and lived there with her. He 
took her with him on many en- 
gagements and Mam Thomas 
became the best-known moth- 
er in Wales. She was not a ding- 
ing type. She had been a fluent 
public speaker and had chaired 
her ward Labour Parfy and lo- 


cal co-operative women’s guild. 
She lived to be over 90 and, 
when she died two months be- 
fore her other remaining son, 
George underwent a crisis of 
religious faith. 

It took him over a year to re- 
cover. His personality was a tri- 
umph over early adversity; yet 
not quite a complete triumph. 
Now and then there would 
emerge a bint of malice, a 
touch of envy or vanity, only 
shocking because they came 
from such an affable man. 

On the day they re-opened 
the school at Aberfan, Thomas 
and I were riding in the last car 
of the motorcade. At each stop, 
the housewives surged around 
our car and cheered him. “I do 
wish the Prime Minister could 
see what they think of me!" 
Thomas said 

In his autobiography, Mr 
Speaker (1985), Thomas dis- 
mayed some old friends by 
writing with lack of charity 
about such favourite sons of the 
parfy as Foot, Callaghan and 
Cledwyn Hughes. Why did he 


do it? He would later ask him- 
self that question and say, “T 
wish I'd never written that old 
book." Vitos he influenced by the 
new candour of Grossman’s 
diary? Whs be persuaded by 
some editor to spice up his 
memoirs? The book did great 
damage to a man who had 
gone through life seeking love 
and soaking up adoration. 

It was, however, a book of 
some historical importance. It 
revealed the attempts of back- 
benchers and parfy leaders to 
influence the Speaker. It was, 
it is important to remember, the 
anguished parliament of 1978 
in which be first served as Speak- 
er. He was surprised to receive 
offensive letters from back- 
benchers complaining of not 
being called. He got up in the 
House, revealed these pressures 
and warned MPs that such con- 
duct was counter-productive. 

Another ploy of the bully 
boys, he said, was to create a 
scene if they had not been 
called alter standing up two or 
three times, hoping that the 
Speaker would call them next 
time to avoid a repeat perfor- 
mance. After John Golding 
had devised the technique of 
putting down an open question 
to the Prime Minister which 
permitted a supplementary 
question to be asked on any 
subject, other MPs tried to ap- 
ply it to other ministers . Speak- 
er Thomas would not allow it, 
believing - rightly - that it 
would completely alter the 
nature of Question Tone. 

But the Speaker had to face 
a greater strain. Key people 
from Government and Oppo- 
sition would come to sound out 
what his rulings would be on 
certain issues; sometimes they 
would say that a poor view 
would be taken if he ruled in a 
particular way. His response 
was to threaten resignation 
and to promise that he would 
explain from the back benches 
his reasons for doing so. An an- 
swer would then be given that 
nobody wanted to push him 
around. Some MPs who 
thought it right for the Speak- 
er to reveal what goes on in gen- 
eral terms could not forgive him 
for mentioning names and 
quoting private conversations. 

The controversy is covered 
amply in Michael Foot's book 
Loyalists and Lomas ( 1 986). On 
reading an extract from the 
memoirs, Foot wrote to Thom- 
as to say thal publication of con- 
fidential conversations was a 
breach of trust and could only 
do injury to Parliament. Thom- 
as replied, saying that his whole 
purpose in writing the book was 
because, like Foot, he was a be- 
liever in open government; in 
revealing the pressures the in- 
tention was to make things eas- 
ier for his- successors in the chair. 

The subject was aired in the 
Times and Foot agreed that the 
book could not be compared 


with the Crossman diaries be- 
cause there was a difference be- 
tween what a Cabinet minster 
engaged in party controver- 
sies may reveal and Mr Speak- 
er, who is pledged to 
impartiality and independence. 
Yet Foot says that, although the 
book was “grotesquely mis- 
leading", Thomas was a very 
good Speaker. He bad to deal 
with a House more narrowly 
poised between the parries 
than any of recent times. “Yet 
be kept his bead from the start." 

The greatest hullabaloo 
came on the Aircraft and Ship- 
building Industries BILL When 
after a long and bitter proce- 
dure the Government won by 
one vote, there was a suspicion 
that somebody had broken a 
pair. The Welsh began to sing 
the “Red Flag” and Michael 
Heseltine seized the mace. 
Thomas suspended the House 
for 20 minutes and on the re- 
sumption suspended it again 
until the following morning. 
Thus the storm was stilled. 

In spite of these difficulties, 
the Speaker's popularity grew. 
He adored die ceremonial and 
people who were invited to the 
Speaker's House found the ex- 
perience a delight- He was not 
just the host but also the ani- 
mator of the party. He enter- 
tained the most eminent in the 
land and also many humble peo- 
ple from \%les, for whom it was 
the treat of a lifetime. 

The Conservatives kept him 
as Speaker until 1983. Then he 
became Viscount Tonypandy. 
with a heredftaiy title. This was 
not appreciated in Wales - al- 
though, since he had no heir, 
it did not matter very much. His 
coat of arms depicts an open 
Bible 3nd a miner's lamp 
flanked by daffodils and the 
leek. The motto is old Welsh, 
Bid Ben Bid Bont, “Who would 
lead, let him be a bridge", 
from the Mabinogion. 

George Thomas took his 
place, as a former Speaker 
should, on tire cross-benches of 
the House of Lords. He suf- 
fered from cancer of the throat 
which then broke out else- 
where. After he collapsed at a 
party at Guildhall to celebrate 
his 80th birthday, we thought it 
would be the end. But a few dajs 
later, it became known that he 
was in a private nursing home 
in Wiles, receiving the Prince 
and Princess and fulfilling one 
or two public engagements. 

- John Beavun 

George Thomas enjoyed an 
astonishing Indian summer in 
public life, living and making 
the cheerful best of it, as he put 
it, on “borrowed" time, writes 
Tam DaiyeB. 

He professed himself vast- 
ly amused that be bad beep 
granted these extra years, and 
deduced that the extension be- 
stowed on him was proof that 
his Methodist Almighty had a 


wicked sense of humour. Hi« 
he would haw chuckled benev- 
olently, had he known thal his 
obituarist John Bcavan had 
predeceased han by three year*. 

As Speaker. Thomas was my 
least favourite of those under 
whom I have sat - Sir Hany 

Hylton-Foster. Dr Horace 
King, Lord Schsyn Uoyd. Lord 
Wtathcrill and Madam Speak- 
er Betty Boothmyd. He was 
ca pricious and concerned to in- 
gratiate himself to the Prime 
Minister. He abused the posi- 
tion of Speaker to suppress 
disse nting opinion on the Ralk- 
lands War as he judged what 
was good for Britain: and his 
judgement coincided with that 
of Margaret Thatcher. (Some 
of us could not quite get it nut 
of our minds that Thomas him- 
* self had been the Minister nf 
Slate m the Commonwealth 
Office when relations with 
Argentina could have been 
resolved and weren't.) 

No memoirs in recent yean, 
have generated such hurt and 
then incandescent anger among 
former friends, particularly 
MPs sitting for Welsh seats 
and Welsh Labour activists, as 
those of Mr Speaker Sir, the 
memoirs of Viscount Tuny- 
pandy. They said that they 
thought George had been a 
friend and “then we discovered 
what he thought of us!" Nor did 
his endorsement of Sir James 
Goldsmith's political forays on 
the European issue endear him 
to many of his erstwhile col- 
leagues. Though, in his last 
years, his British nationalism 
which had always been there* 
came out uninhibited. 

The last time I chatted to 
Tonypandy - he was a tremen- 
dous gossip - was outside Si 
Margaret's. Westminster, fol- 
lowing the memorial service for 
Wing Commander Grant Fer- 
ris, his long-serving deputy, in 
July. Tonypandy ra ised the sub- 
ject of devolution and expos- 
tulated - he always used his 
hands - that he was quite ap- 
palled. He hissed to Cardinal 
Baal Hume and me (the famous 
familiar voice of Mr Speaker 
had long gone): “I love that 
place" - he pointed to the Com- 
mons- “and I've given £100 to 
the ‘Vbic No’ campaign." 

At that moment, the gov- 
ernment car which he was right- 
ly given whenever he ventured 
out drew up. As he clambered 
into it. Tonypandy s last words 
to me were “Devolution - 
abomination. I call it." 

As a funeral eulogy speak- 
er Tonypandy was much in de- 
mand and superb. Those who 
were there speak of his moving 
tribute to Wilson in the Sciily 
Isles speaking of how be burnt 
himself out in the service of his 
fellow countrymen. Tonypandy 
in his last decade did the same. 

• John Beavan (Lord Ard wick) 
died IS, August 1994. 
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Ruth Pi 


Ruth PI cardie, journalist: 
bom Reading I May 1964; 
married 1994 Matt Seaton 
(one son, one daughter); died 
London 22 September 1997. 


A few years ago, Ruth Picardie 
found a lump in her breast, 
which was diagnosed, after a bi- 
opsy, as a benign tumour. In Oct- 
ober 1996. when she returned 
to the hospital with a lump “the 
size of a golf-ball", she was told 
that, not only did she have 
breast cancer, but that it had 
spread to her lymph nodes. 

Her chances, they said then, 
were 50:50. Ever the optimist, 
Picardie took the news on the 
chin; she was determined to live 
and, when she did not respond 
to chemotherapy, except to be- 
come very sick, she sought al- 
ternative treatments. But, 
within a few months, the can- 
cer had spread to her bones, her 
liver, her lungs and her brain. 
The experts were unsure about 
which would gel her first. 
“Great," she wrote after read- 
ing one of the many books full 


of contradictory advice. “I'm 
going to die. but I’m going to 
go bop.kers first." 

• Ruth Picardie hated eu- 
phemisms, and would not have 
wanted the facts of her illness 
to be swaddled in evasive 
clichd. As a journalist, and as 
a friend, her honesty cut like a 
hot knife. She was always push- 
ing the envelope of what could 
be said, not out of prurience, 
but because she was one of the 
most voraciously curious peo- 
ple I have’ ever met. And she 
had a theory about everything. 

So she wrote about the in- 
dignities of IVF treatment (af- 
ter two and a hah years of trying 
to have a baby, Picardie suc- 
cessfully underwent IVF and, in 
August 1995, gave birth to 
twins), the faddishness of diet 
gurus (she was an avowed food* 
ie and cfaocaholic and worried 
about being fat), the politics of 
housework (a tidy person her- 
self, she knew how cleaning was 
for some women a form of so- 
cial and emotional control) 
and, in the last Observer articles 
she did, under the banner “Be- 


fore I say Goodbye", about 
living with a death sentence. 

She did all this with a light- 
ness and sardonic wit thaL 
sometimes, especially towards 
the end. became terribly black 
and shockingly profound. As 
one of her friends put it, in her 
professional no less than her 
personal life, Ruth Picardie al- 
ways had the courage to let her- 
self be seen. At a time when it 
is fashionable for female jour- 
nalists to go the full roonfy and 
expose every detail of their 
personal lives, Picardie took 
care to use her own experiences 
to scrutinise the absurdities 
and ironies of being “a post- 
modernist, post-feminist babe 
or the Nineties”. 

In the Eighties, she had 
demonstrated against the US 
bombing of Libya and sup- 
ported the miners' strike; as the 
decade came to an end, she re- 
alised she was a member of the 
last ideologically driven gener- 
ation. and brought into her writ- 
fog many of the questions that 
trouble this new age. She had 
the rare gift of making politics 


breathe, and because she had 
such a sense of fun, and such 
a wide frame of reference, 
you found yourself reading 
everything she wrote to the end. 

Picardie was also a generous 
and semi live editor. Friends 
who worked with her early in 
her career, when she edited the 
film trade magazine the Pro- 
ducer, ot worked at the short- 
lived women's magazine 
Mimbella, remember her as be- 
fog direct and dear about what 
she wanted. In the 18 months 
that Picardie worked as an ed- 
itor at the Independent, she was 
unfailingly encouraging, fall of 
ideas and determined to get the 
best out of everybody. If you 
were down, she would dust 
you off and make you shine. 

Though she loved to gossip 
and giggle, she never sank to 
malice, and in an industry 
where backs tabbing, mild hys- 
teria and one-upmanship are 
routine, she was a calm hand at 
the tiller. Her candour made 
some people curl, but they 
never became her enemies. 

Ruth Picardie met her hus- 


band, the freelance journalist 
Matt Seaton, as a teenager at 
Cambridge University. (She 
was the first student from her 
school, Llanishen High in Car- 
diff, to get to Cambridge, where 
she read Anthropology at 
King’s.) Her friends thought of 
theirs as an exemplary relation- 
ship, not because it was without 
difficulties, but because they 
had managed to evolve togeth- 
er and be comfortable together. 

Their wedding, on a sum- 
mer’s day three years ago, was 
held in the garden of Matt's 
parents’ house in Sussex. To the 
guests (which included her sis- 
ter Justine, also a journalist and 
both of her parents, who had di- 
vorced long ago), sitting on 
blankets on the lawn, it ail 
seemed perfect. Ruth, in a 
white linen Nicole Earhi dress 
(even in the last weeks of ber 
life, Ruth found the energy to 
go shopping: it was another of 
her passions), spoke simply 
and eloquently of her love for 
Matt, and her oldest friend gave 
a speech which ended with 
Ruth's being pelted with choco- 


lates. As well as a celebration 
of Rutb and Matt’s life to- 
gether, they made it a celebra- 
tion of their friendships, too. 

Ruth believed that her IVF 
treatment had accelerated the 
cancer- and was angry that she 
had not been informed of the 
risks. But she said, her twins, 
Lola and Joe, were “the mean- 
ing of life". In her penultimate 
column for the Observer, she 
wrote of her sadness at not hav- 
ing a future, of not seeing them 
grow up and of not being re- 
membered. “How." she asked, 
“do you write the definitive love 
letter to a partly imaginary 
child?" She concluded by saying 
that “life will continue just fare". 

She was right, of course, but 
for ah of us who were proud to 
love her it mil be that bit less 
brilliant. 

— Helen Birch 

In 1993 1 began to notice the 
byline of a young freelance 
writer called Ruth Picardie, 
writes HSy Janes. Her pieces were 
stylish, cultured, knowing and 
very witty- just what we want- 


ed on the feature pages of the 
Independent. 

In October that year both 
colleagues and readers started 
to enjoy her presence on the pa- 
per on a very regular basis. She 
wrote fanny self-deprecating 
first-person pieces; acerbic but 
never vitriolic commentary on 
the fastest fashion fads and cul- 
tural trends; interviews with 
writers, film and book reviews. 
When she became a mother, 
pregnancy, childbirth, parent- 
hood all became the raw ma- 
terial that Ruth could hone into 
pieces that made you laugh, 
weep, groan and rage. And al- 
most invariably to impossibly 
tight deadlines. 

Not long after Ruth arrived 
she was asked at very short no- 
tice to stand in for Miles King- 
ton - a challenge that even the 
most experienced journalists 
might shy away from. But Ruth, 
still only 29, faced the task with 
aplomb and enthusiasm - pro- 
ducing a series ofbriOiantly fan- 
ny sketches on the mixed 
pleasures of a family Christmas. 

By November 1994 she was 



Picardie; no euphemisms 

on the staff as an assistant fea- 
tures editor, while continuing to 
write. She left the paper in July 

1995 to have her twins, but a few 
months later was writing again, 
as a freelance, and in summer . 

1996 she again became a regu- j 
far contributor until this sum-,* 
mer she became to ill to write..! 

Her last piece was to bef 
about Daify and Tom, the new] 
children's store recently opened] 
by Tim Waterstone. She would! 
interview Waterstone and then' 
visit the shop to do some fly-on-! 
the-wali colour writing. The! 
interview she managed, but! 
she never made it to the shopJ 
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BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


SLOSS: Moigaret (nfie Wilson), of 
Woodstock Road in Oxford, died 
peacefully at home on 195cp<eniber 
1997. leaving loving friends arid fam- 
ily. A service in her memory will be 


held al SS Gregory and Augustine 
Church on Woodstock Road at 
1030am on Saturday 27 September. 
The mass will be followed by a re- 
ception at her home. In place of flow- 
ers. donations in her name may be 
made to Oxford Mind and/or the 
Samaritans. 

Announcements tar Gazeue BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS iBhUu, Adop- 
titms. Marriages. Deaths, Memorial ser- 
vices. Wedding anniversaries, la 
Memeri&m) may be telephoned in 0171- 
29S MU nr fend to 0171-293 2010, aud 
wt chared at C&5Q a line {VAT extra!- 
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Birthdays 

Mr Toby Balding, racehorse miner, 
61; Mr Ray Charles, rhythm and 
Wires singer. 67; Baroness David, far- 
mer government whip, '84; Lord 
Feldman, chairman, Better Busi- 
ness Opportunities, 71; Mr James 
Guinness, fanner deputy chairman. 
Guinness Peal. 73: Mr Julio IgJesias, 
musician, 54; Mr Richard Lambert. 
Editor, Financial Times. 53; Sir Gor- 
don Unactvt, President. Yorkshire 


Post Newspapers, 77; Dr Brian 
lJoyd, chairman of directors, Oxford 
Gallery, 77; Mrs Genista McIntosh, 
incoming executive director, Royal 
National Theatre, 51; The Right Rev 
Michael Manktebnv, farmer Bishop 
of Basingstoke, 70; Mr Larry Mere, 
golfer, 39; Mr Mickey Rooney, actor, 
77; Mr Bruce Springsteen, singer 
and songwriter, 48; Mr Jeff Squirt, 
rugby player, 46; Sir Roger Tbidson, 
High Court judge, 51; Admiral Sir 
John Treacher, 73; Mr John Wilkhv- 


son MP, 57; Mr Nicholas WitcheU. 
television news presenter, 44. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Euripides, playwright, 480 
BC; Gahis Octavius, Augustus Cae- 
sar. first Roman Emperor, 63 BC; 
Karl Theodor Kfimec, poet, play- 
wright patriot, 1791; Mary Eliz- 
abeth Coleridge, novelise and poet, 
1861; Emma Magdalena Rosalia 
Marie Josephs Barbara, Baroness 


Orczy, novelist, 1865; Waiter Upp- 
maa, journalist and author, 1889. 
Deaths: NidraJ as- Franco is Mansart, 
architect, 1666; Prosper Meriro£e, 
novtfer, 1 870; Willem Wiltoc Coffins, 
novelist. 1889; Sigmund Freud, psy- 
choanalyst, 1939; Pablo Neruda, 
poet, 1973. On this day: the Greeks 
defeated the Persians at the Battle 
of Salamis, <80 BQ Johann Gottfried 
Galle discovered the (timet Neptune, 
1846; two awards for gallantry, the 
George Cross and the George 


Medal, were instituted, 1940; Gen- : 
eral Juan flerfln was re-elected' 
president of Argentina. 1973.Todai 
is the Feast Day of St Adam n; in Ji 
Eunan of Iona and Saints Andrew, 
John, Peter and Antony. 
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Anybody who was asked would undoubt- 
edly have predicted a strong showing by 
the Social Democrats in Hamburg’s mu- 
nicipal elections at the weekend. The diy 
is one of the strongest areas in the whole ' 
of Germany for the SPD - normally a true 
stronghold. But the main left party lost 
swathes of ground: although the party 
retained control of the council, the scale 
of the damage was sufficient for victory 
to look like defeat. Suddenly the federal 
Ger man political landscape looks very dif- 
ferent. The national opinion polls say vot- 
ers trust the Christian Democrat coalition 
more than the red-green option that the 
German system would throw up as an al- 
ternative. The CDU-CSU’s chances are 
likely to be further unproved if the econ- 
omy continues on the recovery track. 
Chancellor Kohl, aka Houdini, is set to run 
in the federal elections next year and win. 

We might prefer the Germans to 
choose the SDP moderniser Gerhard 
. Schroder as a more attractive chancellor 


than Helmut Kohl, who, however meri- 
torious his former service, is past his sell- 
by date as the leader of 21st-century 
Germany. The Hamburg result, if it is 
symptomatic, has worrying elements, in 
particular the failure of the SDP to renew 
itself in voters* eyes, and the inflated lev- 
el of support for the far right. But these 
are matters principally for Germans: the 
election also has consequences for us and 
specifically for the policy of benign neglect 
with which, since May, the Biair govern- 
ment has been allowed to treat European ■ 
monetary union. 

Now that the odds on Chancellor 
Kohl being in office next May are so much 
higher, the Kohl version of Europe’s fu- 
ture looks virtually certain to stick. Euro- 
pean money will be created according to 
the Maastricht timetable on 1 January 
1999. Worrying about the Italians or the 
exact size of the German deficit wfl] not 
stop the wagon. "Wait and see" starts to 
look less a policy of cautious wisdom, and 


increasingly a position of wary indecision. 

It would not be cowardly for Britain to 
decline entry into the single currency, but 
it is pusillanimous not to teU the British 
people what our intentions are, and - if 
that is what we ultimately intend - when 
we might join. If the pound were' to be 
locked into a Euro-equivalent value, the 
amount would need to be determined be- 
fore next May. If the common currency 
were to begin in 1999 with sterling as a 
starting participant, the British people 
would have to give their approval in a 
promised referendum at least by the end 
of 1998, which would allow an of four 
months' preparation. Clearly those tim- 
ings are insufficient, practically and po- 
litically. German and French banks are 
already gearing up tocoovert to euro trans- 
actions; British banks, beset by the prob- 
lem of re-dating software for the 
millennium, are barely at square one. 
Meanwhile, is it conceivable that a refer- 
endum could be held next year, on the ba- 


sis of mere months of debate? London- 
ers deserve at least the spring to mull over 
self-government in time for the referen- 
dum in May, which ought to mean cam- 
paigning on Europe could not begin till 
the summer. It is not doable, and it is time 
the Government said so. 

In recent weeks there have been signs 
of Euro-manoeuvring by the Cabinet's two 
great Scottish rivals, Messrs Brown and 
Cook. Mr Brown glows with Euro-heat; 
Mr Cook makes the Europhilcs shiver. 
That is all well and good: it is about time 
we saw some of the frozen disagreements 
in the Labour camp- As for the Prime Min- 
ister, be charms colleagues in Amsterdam 
but his body language at home leaves every 
option open. Now is the time for ostrich- 
es to lever their heads from the sand. The 
British people might nor like it; they might 
prefer it if this period of Euro-silence last- 
ed for ever. But the single currency will 
not disappear. Britain wifi not - cannot - 
join the nations qualifying on 1 May nexL 


Having said that out kxid, the Gowrnmeni 
should then open a debate about whether 
we want to make a commitment ti> join- 
ing a -second wave" early next century. 

If Gordon Brown is sincere when he 
says the British economy is on u stable 
growth path, and so there is no need to 
“stop" growth abruptly in two or three 
years, then he is also saying that conver- 
gence between the British and continen- 
tal economics will be occurring, ns it were, 
naturally at the century’s turn. That poinLs 
towards British entry in 2002. That would 
give the country some four-and-u-half years 
to prepare: time enough for the banks and 
financial system to gel it together, time also 
for both a single-issue referendum and for 
the next general election, which together 
would supply the necessary legitimacy. Al- 
temativefy, os others in the Cabinet might 
argue, just as we no longer have anything 
to lose by staying out of the first wave, we 
have nothing to gain by committing our- 
selves now. Which is it to be, Mr Blair? 
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Vegetarians and CJD 


Sin Science progresses by 
learning from the unexpected. 
The report that an unfortunate 
young woman has contracted 
new variant CJD though she 
had been for many years strict- 
ly vegetarian. suggests a rethink 
about the mode of entry of the 
infecting agent (part of a 
protein). 

A hint lies in a small para- 
graph in the report which stat- 
ed that the lady worked in a 
pet-shop and regularly han- 
dled dry pellet dog food. Any 
new hypothesis should include 
this new fact Dry dog food, like 
the dry supplementary feed 
which is given to cows to in- 
crease the milk yield, is poten- 
tially dusty stuff. Animals 
snuffling through the food in a 
feeding bowl obviously inhale 
some. 

Could this have been the 
mode of ‘infection' with the pri- 
on protein, not only for cows 
and other domesticated ani- 
mals. but for human handlers 
of the food? 

At first sight the respirato- 
ry tram is not a likely route of 
entry; apart, that is, from the 
nose, where the sensory appa- 
ratus for smell lies. 

This consists of nerve cells 
whose processes protrude at the 
surface of the mucous mem- 
brane where they pick up smell 
particles. 

These nerve cells derive 
from and remain in direct con- 
met with the brain. Here is a rel- 
atively easy point of entry to the 
brain by infected dust. 

Several features support this 
idea in humans. Firstly, the un- 
expectedly short incubation 
time in cases of the new vari- 
ant disease. This was found 
experimentally in many species 
when direct brain implantation 
by the agent was made as op- 
posed to giving it in food. 

Secondly, the relative youth 
of the known eases. The sense 
of smell is not human's 
strongest. It deteriorates as we 
age, and the relevant nerve cells 
in the nose are reduced in 
numbers by middle age: in 
many older people they have 
been lost completely, together 
with the sense of smell. 

Could this be the reason why 
tire elderly have noL so far 
shown the ‘new variant' dis- 
ease? Only fairly young people 
with good olfactory systems 
have so far been affected. 

Has the restriction of beef 




Democrats 


in its system, what is know as 
the GW'S System of .Automatic 
Train Control combined with Au- 
dible Signals. The primary ob- 
ject of this system is to give 
audible warning to an engine- 
driver when his train is ap- 
proaching a distant signal in the 
On position, and, in the event 
of this warning being disre- 
garded, automatically apply 
the brakes so as to ensure the 
train being pulled up before it 
reaches the home signal." 

The system continued to he 
used on lines, in and out of 
Paddington until well after rail- 
way nationalisation. 

JOHN EVANS 


Bomb won’t explode 


Mr . Ashdown 
DENIES lust 


iler 


from our diets been an unnec- 
essary result of a faulty hy- 
pothesis? 

PETER YATES 
Emeritus Professor of Neu- 
ropathology 
Beach House 
Silverdale, Lancashire 


Low-powered vehicles 


Sin The Royal Commission 
on Environmental Protection 
has come out against the use of 
large-engined care, but not 
enough has been said about the 
advantages of low-powered 
vehicles. 

Most of the things wc own 
are designed for the purpose for 
which we use them, but cars arc 
designed to cross deserts at high 
speeds and race round bends on 
empty roads. 

The result is danger, noise 
and unnecessary pollution as 
vehicles accelerate competi- 
tively. brake at the next ob- 


struction then accelerate again, 
while averaging only the speed 
of a bicycle on a typical short 
journey. Collectively this be- 
haviour is irrational, but the in- 
dividual driver feels under 
pressure to join in .whether he 
likes it or not 

Low-powered vehicles 
purring along at safe speeds 
would be a world away from our 
present day ‘race-bred’ ma- 
chines. Low acceleration and 
speeds would result in 
smoother traffic flows with less 
bunching and no serious road 
blocking acridents. It would be- 
come safe for children to walk 
to school, and more people 
would use their bicycles, re- 
sulting in a voluntary reduction 
in the number of cars on the 
road without the need for more 
buses. 

CLIVE B ASHFORD 
London E8 


don", misses the point by fo- 
cusing on fuel consumption. 
Even if all our care became pol- 
lution-free tomorrow, we would 
still be facing imminent grid- 
lock. So, we have to analyse the 
purpose of these journeys, of 
people and freight, and see bow 
marry can be avoided. Fuel 
duty is indeed one of the ‘sticks’* 
to this end, and our fast-grow- 
ing IT capability undoubtedly 
one of the carrots. 

After afi, few people want to 
spend hours on a boring mo- 
torway going to a meeting, and 
I have yet to find anyone (out- 
side of Tbsco’s management) 
who thinks it makes sense to 
truck Italian broccoli to Corn- 
wall during the Cornish broc- 
coli season. Yet, at present, that 
is what they do. 

David Gordon 

flminster 

Somerset 


Sir Your transport item, 
“Looking At Our Car Addic- 


Sin Mr John Grimshaw, of 
Sustrans (letters, 20 September) 


writes of a “conflict'' between 
cyclists and traffic, but cyclists 
themselves are part of traffic 
and are often the most lawless 
and irresponsible part. 

We are losing our pave- 
ments to belmeted- families 
and gangs of “macho” cyclists, 
part of a cycling culture which 
ignores traffic lights and one- 
way streets and which increas- 
ingly cycles without lights at 
night. 

Cycling, far from being “en- 
vironmentally friendly”, is now 
a prime destroyer of amenity 
and countryside. Footpaths are 
being arrogated by impatient 
cyclists, while sensitive sites in 
mountains and elsewhere are 
being worn down by excessive 
cycle use. 

I have witnessed how a child 
cycle-training scheme has cre- 
ated an uncontrolled cycling 
gang. This soon graduates into 
a motor cycling gang. Because 
cycling lawlessness normally 
goes unchecked such cyclists 


reach adolescence as ready- 
made anarchic road-rage 
motorists. 

EBURNBULL 

Gosforth 

Northumberland 


Sin Public transport? What 
public transport? Mrs Thatch- 
er put paid to our public trans- 
port system. 

Dirty, unreliable, difficult to 
access, inconvenient to use. 
lacking any sort of integration: 
who will use buses and tr ains 
unless they have to? 
MARGARET BRADBURY 
Harpenden 
Hertfordshire 


ity of disasters on Britain's 
roads, with a death toll of some 
seventy last week, and the week 
before, and the week before 
that and. ..? Few of us have pis- 
tols in our pockets, but many 
have lethal weapons on the 
road. Who cares? I ask the 
question in ad seriousness. 
MERVYN EVANS 
Oxford. 


The Southall crash 


Sin You report (20 September) 
on the”grim regularity” of dis- 
asters on Britain’s ra3ways,wrth 
a death toll of some seventy, 
over the last tea years. What do 
we say about the grim regular- 


Sir Ail the media coverage of ■ 
the recent rail disaster at 
Southall seems to have missed 
one ironic fea. The old and tru- 
ly Great Western Railway had 
a successful form of automat- 
ic train control operating on its 
main lines 70 years ago, and al- 
most certainly on this very 
piece of track. I quote from The 
10.30 Limited - a Book for 
Boys of All Ages published by 
the GWR in 1923: 

• • “In their continued efforts 
to increase the safely of railway 
travel, the Great Western Rail- 
way has installed at some points 


Sir Your front page spread on 
Friday 19 September regarding 
the “defhsing of the Year 2000 
computer timebomb” has long 
been a cause of (needless) con- 
cern. Microsoft, in its ultimate 
quest, will inevitably come up 
with a last-minute solution: 
‘Windows 2000’ - which will cir- 
cumnavigate the “timebomb". 
Millions of corporate organi- 
sations and businesses will have 
no alternative but to update 
their systems software yet again 
- at a price. 

The solution is surely much 
simpler forget the Millennium. 
At 23.59 (or a little before) on 
31 December 1999 we all reset 
our computer clocks to 2001. 
Forget Thskforce 2000, forget 
the megabucks being drained 
from the Lottery funds for 
Kubla Khanesque Konslxuc- 
tions in Greenwich and cancel 
the year 2000. Of course, 
overnight well all be a year old- 
er, digitally - in less than the 
time it takes your average sys- 
tems manager to knock back a 
glass of Chardonnay - but it 
won’t cost a bean. (Incidental- 
ly, I've already tried resetting 
the clock on my Apple Macin- 
tosh Power PC to the year 
2000, and it works fine.) 
NICHOLAS LUMSDEN 
London E9 


Negative thought 


Sin For me, the one plus fea- 
ture of the new ‘Independent’ 
is the almost total disappear- 
ance of lie minus signs from the 
changes column of the share 
prices. 

HAROLD G STONE 

Wareham, 

Dorset 


Famous Albanian proverbs — or the triumph of madness over meaning 



Today 1 bring you more thoughts and say- 
ings from the ‘Great Book of. Albanian Wit 
and K isdom What is Albanian wit and wis- 


off from the mainlan d twice a day, during 
breakfast time and at cocktail hour. 


tragedy is that be is forced to work in a place 
where there is no audience. 


dom? Well, whereas an English proverb is 
brisk and sensible, an Albanian proverb is 
One which doesn V quite yield up its message 
at fust glance. Nor at second or third gfance. 
neither... 


To keep the dust out of her hair, a clean- 
ing woman need only., put on a knotted 
handkerchief! lb achieve the same object, 
a chef has to put on a white hat a foot high. 


Which came first, skipping or the skipping 
rope? 


necessarily stupid or disobedient. He may 
be a very intelligent dog which has leant 
that if he does fetch the stick, it will only 
be thrown back to the same place again. 


have been carefully saving for them. 


Whoever it was said that you can't judge 
a book by its cover was not a graphic artist. 


MILES 


Tea is the only meal named after a drink. 


; KINGTON 


Nobody ever smiles in a self-portrait. 


Next time your account is well in credit, 
write to your bank and teU them their bor- 
rowing is at an unacceptably high level 


Nobody knows where the wind comes from, 
says the poet. But only a poet would want 
to know. 


Being English is a duty, being Welsh is a 
struggle, being Scottish is hard work but 
being Irish is a full-time performance. 


What is the difference between sticking a 
pmp upside down on a letter, and stick- 
ing a letter upside down on a stamp? 


You c^n share a bed with someone but you 
cannot dream the same dreams. 


The swallow is said to be able to sleep while 
flying. But that’s nothing compared with 
human capabilities. In the act of flying, 
Homo sapiens can also eat, drink, buy duty- 
free objects and then go to sleep during a 
movie with earphones on, simultaneously 
snoring with his mouth wide open. 


The one person we can never recognise 
from behind is ourself! 


The reason the car replaced the horse was 

not that it went further or fester, but that 
you could buy it on hire purchase. 


A painter is ludder than a sculptor. He onfy 
has to depict his subject from in front. 


Cookery programmes qq television are not 
devised to bring cookery to the audience, 
but to bring an audience to the cook. 


Rugby players often resort to fisticufc, but 
a boring match never degenerates into a 
scrum or lme-ouL 


What does a blind pianist call the black and 
white keys? 


No man is an island. However, some men 
are rocky peninsulas who are regularly cut 


A chef is not an artist, but a performer. H3s A dog which refuses to fetch a stick is not 


Posterity is the name we give to the people 
who tear down and blow up the things we 


Wbiddyou like to know mom about the won- 
derful world of ‘Albanian Wh and W isdom ? 
Just send me a blank cheque - and don't 
forget to sign 1 l 
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Like it or not, Paddy and 
Tony still need each other 


A cross they must continue to 
bear - whatever the critics say 



DONALD 

MACINTYRE 

WITH THE 
LIB DEMS IN 
EASTBOURNE 


When Paddy Ashdown was a young officer 
in the Special Boat Squadron one of his many 
challenging jobs was to drive - literally- tor- 
pedoes underwater towards their targets. It's 
not a bad metaphor for what he’s trying to 
do now: something difficult, dangerous and 
below the surface. 

Slowly, cautiously, the Liberal Democrat 
leader is trying to condition his hesitant, wary, 
party to the possibilities, and the realities, of 
the new political order. Large sections of Lib- 
eral Democrat mankind cannot bear very 
much reality, so much of his big conference 
speech tomorrow will no doubt be delicately 
coded. But the warning he will issue, that there 
are no risk-free options for the party, is part 
of a long, tortuous, and increasingly urgent 
educational process. It’s time to get reaL 

When the parly was on its knees after the 
Alliance imploded in the wake of the 1987 
election, it was unimaginable that Lib Dcms 
could win 46 seats, have secured proportional 
representation for the European Parliament, 
be looking forward to coalition partnership 
in the governance of Scotland and be sitting 
on a cabinet committee under the chair- 
manship of a Labour prime minister. Today, 
the great goal of electoral reform for West- 
minster. and a quantum leap in the party's 
size and power, is at least in sight, if not yet 
within grasp. Ashdown's message will surely 
be that the parly now needs fresh clarity about 
what is and isn't possible. 

Tony Blair, it must be emphasised, regards 
the question of which electoral system Britain 
uses os essentially of secondary importance. 
That’s hard for some steeped in a Liberal tra- 
dition which elevates proportional repre- 
sentation almost to an end in itself. But Blair 
seems to have been emphatically clear about 
what he wants at the Downing Street dinner 
he had with Paddy Ashdown. Roy Jenkins and 
Peter Mandelson on June 12. He seeks noth- 
ing less than the reunification of the centre 
left, whose split into Liberals and Labour 
made the centuiy a largely Conservative one. 

• This is revisionism on a breath-taking scale: 
it says, in effect, dial the Labour Party was 
an aberration and ought not to have hap- 
pened. But Tony Blair may yet decide that his 
grand plan docs not require PR. 

There aTe still ministerial hawks who in- 
sist that Blair can afford to resist electoral 
change for Westminster on the grounds that 
top liberal Democrats will, in any case, have 
nowhere to go but to Labour. I think they are 


wrong. The momentum propelling the Prime 
Minister towards electoral change is too great. 
But the stance taken by these hawks is a 
reminder of how tough the negotiations on 
the cabinet committee will be. It also demon- 
strates how far purists among the Liberal 
Democrats will have to compromise if the talks 
are lo succeed. 

The first big step is the electoral com- 
mission which w31 shortly assemble to decide 
what new electoral system should be put to 
a referendum. It is increasingly possible that 
Blair will offer Lord Jenkins the job of 
chairing that commission; the affectionate 
respect he has for Jenkins is, if anything, deep- 
ening over time. And this would be a signif- 
icant gesture to the Lib Dems; it would suggest 
that Blair was at least persuadable in favour 
of Commons PR. Jenkins himself would cer- 
tainly ensure that the commission proposed 
a genuinely proportional system to put to the 
referendum. But what kind? 

Peter Mandelson advocates the alternative 
vote, under which electors state their first, sec- 
ond and third preferences; this gives electors 
much more of a real choice; it’s good for 
Labour, it’s good for the Liberal Democrats 
- it would have doubled their seats in 1997. 
But there’s just one problem. It isn’t pro- 
portional in the sense that the outcome in seats 
bears no more relation to the national per- 
centage votes than first past the post 

The possible, doudy, basis for compromise 
is this; the Commission could recommend an 
alternative vote system, topped up by addi- 
tional MPs drawn from party lists lo increase 
the proportionality. The .alternative vote 
could be enacted for the next election, and 
the rest left till the next parliament and a 
wholesale redrawing of constituency 
boundaries. 

Enough of the voting system nerdcry. The 
significance of this possible change is that it 
would require movements from Blair as well 
as the Liberal Democrats. It is conventional 
wisdom to assume that the Prime Minister 
holds ail the cards and the Lib Dems are ut- 
terly dependent on his pluralistic munificence 
to make any progress. But ministers should 
be careful about patronising the Lib Dems. 

Blair was right to invite them into the com- 
mittee. As ministers are already finding, senior 
Liberal Democrats, who know constitution- 
al issues inside out, are proving rather help- 
ful in filling the gaps in Labour’s knowledge. 
It was also in Blair's long-term interests to in- 
vite them in. It’s easy to forget, given Blair's 
current enormous popularity and his huge ma- 
jority, that he won with only 44 per cent of 
the vole. Only co-operation with the Liber- 
al Democrats offers him the chance of head- 
ing a government which commands the 
support of a true majority of the electorate. 

And what goes for the Labour Party, goes 
for the countiy too. On Sunday night Shirley 
Williams made a little speech which re- 
minded you what an aching, irreplaceable loss 
to the Labour Party was her departure in 1981. 
There was just a passing reference to the 
“ruthless” treatment of Labour dissidents dur- 
ing the referendum campaign. Bui it made 
the point: imagine for a moment a political 
landscape without the Liberal Democrats, a 
world without any body but the Tories to keep 
Labour's authoritarian tendencies in check. 
Ask not only what Labour can do for the Lib- 
eral Democrats. Ask also what they can do 
for the Labour Party. 



RUPERT 

CORNWELL 

ON THE 
FATE OF THE 
RED CROSS 


What is the Red Cross up to? 
To quote the reaction of one 
practitioner of the hard-nosed 
business of advertising yester- 
day, it is a “simply ludicrous 
idea” for the organisation 
whose name and emblem con- 
jures up mankind's nobler side, 
to consider a change in a logo 
that would be worth billions 
were it a car marque, a type of 
biscuit or brand of cigarettes. 

Yet that is what is happen- 
ing. In terms of instant recog- 
nition, the red cross may have 
been overtaken in these con- 
sumer-driven times by the likes 
of the golden arches of 
McDonalds, the Mercedes star, 
and the yellow shell of a certain 
international oil company. But 
among the logos of interna- 
tional bodies, only the five 
rings of the Olympic movement 
is better known. And in terms 
of status, prestige, not to men- 
tion basic standards of human 
conduct, the IOC cannot be 
mentioned in the same breath 
as the organisation founded in 
1863 by a Swiss businessman 
called Jean Henri Dunant. 

In November however, rep- 
resentatives of the Red Cross, 
its affiliate bodies and the 188 
signatoiy countries of the 
Geneva Convention whose his- 
tory is entwined with its own, 
wfll gather in Seville. There they 
will considerwhether in certain 
circumstances to replace the 
cross and its sister emblem the 
crescent with another symbol. 
The modification would be 
limited. The British Red Cross 
and other national organisa- 
tions would continue to use the 
cross in their own countries, for 
fundraising and other purpos- 
es. In the war zones, however. 
Red Cross personnel, ambu- 
lances and field hospitals would 
carry a different insignia. 
Among the currently favoured 
choices are a red diamond, 
' lozenge, or hexagon on a white 
background. Not only would a 
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134-year sub-chapter of the 
history of warfare end. There 
could be few more revealing 
commentaries on our times. 

It was in 1859 that Dunant 
tended the wounded at the 
battle of Solferino and was 
appalled by the honors Italians 
and Hapsburg Austrians in- 
flicted upon each other. He de- 
cided to create a voluntary, 
neutral and exclusively hu- 
manitarian body to alleviate the 
most dreadful sufferings of 
war. Thus, four years later, in 
the countiy whose very name is 
synonymous with neutrality, 
was born the Red Cross. The 
initial batch of signatories num- 
bered a dozen - among them 
Britain which seven years lat- 
er set up a national organisa- 
tion that today is active in 
almost 50 countries, with annual 
charity income of £90m and 
some 90,000 volunteer workers. 

In those earliest days, reli- 
gion bad nothing to do with it 
The “Red Cross” was merely 
the Swiss aatioaal flag with its 


His reputation may be shrinking but his influence grows 



ANDREAS 

WH1TTAM 

SMITH 

ON FREUD'S 
UBIQJJITY 


As if to mark the enduring 
influence of Freud, a life-size 
bronze statue of the great man 
was moved last week from a 
neglected spot at the back of a 
north London public library to 
a more suitable resting place a 
few hundred yards up the road. 

Jonathan Miller, an expert 
in neuro-pwchology as well as 
a theatre and opera director, 
gave a short speech at the un- 
veiling and many members of 
the Freud clan were present. 

Perhaps they defiantly res- 
cued the statue because they 
have been taken aback by the 
spate of books published re- 
cently attacking their distin- 
guished ancestor in pretty 
vicious terms. YeL WH Auden's 
poem, written in memory of 
Freud on his death in exile in 
London in 1939, still perfectly 
describes his significance: 

"If often he was Hmng 
and, at times absurd. 

to us he is no more a 
person now bid a whole 
climate of opinion 

wider whom we conduct 
our different lives: 

Like weather he can 
only hinder or help. " 

As for a whole climate of 
opinion, I logged the references 
to Freud in this week’s Inde- 
pendent on Sunday. There were 
a surprising number, explicit 
and implicit, starting with a 
review of the lalest biography. 
New accounts of his life seem 
to be published every two or 
three years as a few extra Icliera 
come to light or more work is 
done, reconstructing the lives 
of Freud's own patients. There 


was also an article on shrinks 
which in its first line quoted 
Freud as asserting that humour 
is often a mask for disturbing 
truths. And then in Joan 
Smith’s column, where she con- 
tinued her acute analysis of the 
reactions to Princess Diana's 
death, she used the same 
Freudian insight when she 
argued that it is because the 
reporting has been so one- 
sided that a rash of gruesome 
jokes has already begun to do 
Lhe rounds, an uncomfortable 
reminder, she wrote, of lhe way 
in which “humour, sometimes 
of the most macabre sort, func- 
tions as an outlet for sup- 
pressed feelings”. This is pure 
Freud, as is the notion that the 
millions of people who were 
moved by Diana's death, had 
seen their own conflicts and 
anxieties in the life of the 
Princess, so that public mourn- 
ing was a sort of release. 

I cannot claim that Matthew 
Sweet's review of this week's 
main film, Mike Leigh’s Career 
Girls, which l managed to catch 
on Saturday afternoon, is writ- 
ten in Freudian terms. But in 
the film itself, one of the scenes 
has the two “career girls" at- 
tending lectures on Freud in 
their student days during the 
1980s. and the action turns on 
the fact that the fathers of 
both women deserted their 
mothers when they were eight 
years old, leaving one of them 
with no memory of her child- 
hood before that event. We thus 
immediately enter the terri- 
tory of infants’ relationships 
with their parents in which 


Freud made his still startling 
assertions about pre-adoles- 
cent sexuality. 

Indeed, it is Freud’s treat- 
ment of the sexual abuse of chil- 
dren tty adults which now brings 
the sharpest criticism. Freud 
had become convinced by 
stories related to him tty 
patients of the importance of 
sexual experiences undergone 


tionally charged fiction. The 
seductions were not real but 
imagined and be went on to 
develop hypotheses, such as the 
famous Oedipus complex, 
which were rooted in the idea 
that, rather than the parents 
lusting .after their children, the 
children had lusted after their 
parents. Freud is now pilloried 
for not believing his patients 
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during childhood. He called 
them infantile seductions: 
“foremost among those guilty 
of abuses like these, with their 
momentous consequences, are 
nursemaids, governesses and 
domestic servants". He argued 
that the age at which the mem- 
ory of the seduction was thrust 
back into the unconscious tend- 
ed to determine the type of neu- 
rosis produced. 

Then doubts set in. Freud 
lold himself that *“ii was hardly 
credible that perverted acts 
againsL children were so gen- 
eral". And he began to suspect 
that in the unconscious, fact was 
indistinguishable from erao- 


wfaen they reported their child- 
hood seductions. 

The full charge sheet against 
Freud in recent literature is very 
long, though much is a re- 
statement of criticisms which 
have been made since Freud’s 
work was first published. It is 
argued that Freud, was not 
original. Fifteen centuries ear- 
lier, had not St Augustine spec- 
ulated in his Confessions on the 
fact that recollections would 
suddenly thrust themselves for- 
ward into consciousness from 
some unknown reservoir? 

The techniques of word as- 
sociation were developed by the 
British scientist. Francis Gallon. 


colours reversed. Bur the for- 
mulation was too simple to 
last. In the Islamic world, a cross 
evoked not divine mercy but the 
sectarian imperialism of the 
Crusades, and by 1876 and the 
Russo-Turkish war, the Red 
Cross was operating in Muslim 
lands as the Red Crescent. A 
19th-century version of politi- 
cal correctness? Perhaps. Unar- 
guably, however, in the long 
run, the mistake would prove 
as fatal as it was well-inten- 
tioned. Henceforth the reli- 
gious association was 
irreversible. At first it scarcely 
mattered. But now the Red 
Cross itself has paid a gradually 
increasingly price, to the point 
where a change of name is a se- 
rious. perhaps the only, option. 

Elizabeth Twinch was one of 
the fortunate ones. A Red 
Cross official taken hostage in 
Tajikistan early this year, she 
managed to talk her guerilla 
captors into releasing her, 
warning of the damage that 
would be done to their move- 


ment's name if they persisted. 
But a year earlier, three Swiss 
Red Cross workers had been 
killed in Burundi, while in De- 
cember 1996, six Red Cross 
workers, five of them women, 
were shot to death in their beds 
as they slept in a Red Cross hos- 
pital building in the Chechen 
capital of Grozny. Why were 
they killed? Perhaps it was 
Russians seeking lo show that 
Chechen insurgents were sim- 
ply beyond the pale of human 
decency, maybe indeed it was 
muslim Chechens believing the 
Red Cross was the creature of 
an imperialist, unholy Russia. 

Plainly, though, these arc 
treacherous and increasingly fa- 
miliar waters. But for all its 


primitiveness and brutality. 
Chechnya is a thoroughly mod- 
ern war- not so much between 
states as within a state, coloured 
if not directly caused by reli- 


gious differences. Gone arc 
the dear-cut l9th-ccmwy con- 
flicts between nation states and 
empires of Dunam's day. re- 
placed by growing evidence 
that irretrievably religious sym- 
bols like cross and crcsccni add 
■to the hazards of the hattiefidiL 

And there are further com- 
plications. Israel, for one. 
recognises neither the cross 
nor the crescent, and has its 
own humanitarian organisa- 
tion. the Magen David Adnm. 
with its own symbol, the Slur of 
David - which, of course, no 
one else recognises. If any- 
thing indeed, the tendency is for 
images to proliferate: the Shah 
of Iran used a red lion and ris- 
ing sun. before the Islamic 
regime of Ayatollah Khomeini 
reverted to the Red Crescent. 
In India. U is said. Red Buddhas 
have been observed on fields of 
conflict. But each new symbol 
only subtracts from the uni- 
versal value of the Red 
Cross/Crescent and adds t«> 
the planet's already excessive 
stock of cultural rivalry and 
division. 

And so the adman's axioms 
may be ignored. As Red Cross 
officials themselves acknowl- 
edge, even a change limited to 
the war zone would cost a for- 
tune. They would have to drum 
in, around the world and quite 
probably in the fiercest heat of 
combat, a reflex understanding 
among tank commanders, ar- 
tillerymen and snipers alike, 
that sanctuary and mercy arc 
represented not by a cross or a 
crescent, but by a red dia- 
mond, lozenge or some other 
logo more resembling an in- 
ternational road traffic sign. .Al- 
most certainly of course 
governments would help: who 
would risk international 
opprobrium by spurning so 
noble a cause ? 

Inevitably, and rightly, the 
resistance to change will he 
massive. As Mike Whitlam. di- 
rector general of the British 
Red Cross, put it. “Why do this 
when were got the best logo in 
the world?" He may take com- 
fort that any change is not for 
tomorrow, the working docu- 
ments now circulating are but 
the latest instalment of a debate 
which first surfaced in the 
1970s. A new emblem can only 
arrive when ratified by all 188 
signatories to the Geneva Con- 
vention. And if it does, we 


should blame not the Red 
Cross. After all, it was not the 
Red Cross which turned reli 
gion into the touchpaper of 
modern warfare, but ourselves. 


Long before Freud, Goethe 
maintained that while some of 
the slips made by his secretary 
had an overt explanation, 
others were due to unconscious 
motives. Then, looking at psy- 
choanalysis today, critics say 
that as a therapy, it simply 
fails to work often enough to be 
worth pursuing. And in any case 
the factual basis of the theory 
is weak. As the Cambridge 
academic, John Forrester, in his 
recently published Dispatches 
from the Freud. Win ^Harvard 
University Press) notes, Freud 
is seen as untrustworthy, de- 
mented and dangerous. Freud, 
not his patients, was the prin- 
cipal author of the seduction 
scenes - they were the fabri- 
cated product of his feverish 
imagination. The only mind 
Freud laid bare was his own. 

So what do the rest of us 
conclude? I like Forrester’s 
distinction between, on the 
one hand, people who simply - 
read Freud out of interest - he 
is very readable and is still a 
best-sdling author - and, on the 
other hand, the body of quali- 
fied experts. 

Ordinary readers can take 
from Freud what seems to 
make sense to them and to the 
extent that they do. Ins work wifi 
remain part of the climate of 
opinion. The professionals will 
go on conducting bitter inter- 
necine warfare. But at least his 
statue is safe; it can be found 
at the Tavistock Centre in 
Hampstead, London, dose to 
the house where Freud died, 
and which is now an excellent 
museum. 
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freebies you 

REALLY WANT . 

■■ HUH — WMNHlH 

The Independent and 
Independent on Sunday 
are offering you 2 FREE 
magazines from a selec- 
tion of the UK’s leading 
style magazines - Vanity 
Fair, Arena, The Face, 
GQ, GQ Active and 
Tatier. To bring you this 
exclusive offer, for the 
October issues of the ' 
magazines, we have 
teamed up with Conde 
Nast and Wagadon two 
of the UK’s top maga- 
zine publishers. 

HOW TO CLAIM 
YOURTWO FRJEE 
MAGAZINES 

■ Simply coiled 3 differently 
numbered tokens out of the 9 
tokens published in The Inde- 
pendent and Independent on 
Sunday from Saturday 20 Sep- 
tember to Sunday 28 September. 

■ Affix the 3 tokens to one of 
the application vouchers pub- 
lished in The Independent on 
Monday 22 September, TtaurSr 
day 25 September and Saturday 
27 September, and in the In- 
dependent on Sunday on 28 
September. 

■ Complete the application 
vouchermdicating which mag- 
azine yon^ave chosen and ex- 
change tjjis at the local retail 
outlet stocking your selected 
magazine.'! 

■ The closhig date for claim- 
ing your fr^e magazine is Sat- 

^ urday 4 October 1997. 

i ■ lb claim 2 free magazines you 
must use two separate appli- 
cation vouchers each with three 
differently numbered tokens. 

■ Maximum of 2 free maga- 
zines per household. 



The Face 

The Face invented the style 
magazine as we know it, and for 
17 years has been at the fore- 
front of British culture. The 
most fashionable magazine in 
the world. The Face is an en- 
cyclopaedia of style, renowned 


the world over for being at the 
cutting edge of modem culture, 
featuring everything from mu- 
sic and fashion to art and 
books. 

The Face enjoys enormous 
respect within the worlds of 
fashion and publishing, and is 


one of the few magazines that 
can claim to be globally influ- 
ential. The New York Tunes re- 
cently called it “the primary 
chronicle of youth culture”, 
while Giorgio Armani calls it a 
“touchstone”. 


Vanity Fair 

With a unique mix of glamour 
and grit. Vanity Fair opens 
doors to Hollywood, high fi- 
nance, politics and culture, 
tracking the latest scandals, 
the greatest achievements and 
Lhe newest stars. With the 


greatest stable ofwriters, pho- 
tographers and artists. Vanity 
Fair is the monthly magazine 
with the timeliness of a news 
weekly and the depth of a 
good book, a feast for the eyes 
and the mind- Consistently hit- 
ting the headlines with ground- 


breaking stories, the magazine 
achieves unparalleled access, 
and it’s journalistic scope 
ranges from of-lhe-moment to 
the unexpected. Whether a 
story involves a world leader or 
a cultural icon, you will find it 
within the pages of Vanity Fair. 
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Tatier 

"he October issue of Tatier 
atches up with Christie Brink- 
jy, the cover girls cover girl, 
nd goes inside ber Hamptons 
ome. The magazine tracks 
own the Hollywood Brit pack, 
•hile Henry Dent-Brockle- 
irrst and fiancee Lili Maltese 
ress up in butter-soft, sharp- 
iit. sexy and sleek leather, 
lus, is your sofa more a hit-list 
lan It-list - Tatier assesses 
ie British designers who will 
rip your house look hip, and 
tribute to Sir James Gold- 
nith, dynamic tycoon, dynas- 
: family man and would-be 
atesraan, through the eyes of 
s daughter IsabeL October's 
me comes with the 1998 Taller 
the Fork Restaurant Guide - 

1 indispensible round up of 
e hottest tables in town (and 
iw to secure them). 

;q 

richer sees the 100th issue of 

2 which celebrates in style 
th Paul Whitehouse. David 
nvie dons Paul Smith, Reser- 
ir Dog Michael Marsden ex- 
ons bow Hollywood's leading 
und is creating a new breed 
trouble, and Tyra Banks 
s& back to basics. Plus. Paul 
wm ail’s motor-raring pas- 


sion. the City addicts chasing 
the dragon and promotion, 
and. the best blather from the 
last 100 issues of GQ. 

The Face 

The team behind Trainspotting 
are back with a fine romance. 
The Face goes on the set of A 
Life Less Ordinary in Utah, and 
has a heart-to-heart with the 
film ’s stars, Ewan McGregor 
and Cameron Diaz. Plus: Em- 
brace, the rising British rock 
band; Hiromix, the 20-year- 
old Japanese schoolgirl whose 
titillating pics of her friends arc 
causing a revolution; LiT Kim; 
board art; John Leguizamo; 
Photek: drag kings; and an ex- 
clusive interview with the Dalai 
Lama. Sort of— 

GQ Active 

The health, fitness and sport for 
men, brings the reader the ul- 
timate eat yourself sexy plan. 
David Coulthard reveals his hi- 
tech work-out which is as ad- 
vanced as the McLaren he 
drives. Plus, ways you can im- 
prove your running technique, 
the GQ Active trainer top ten, 
and how to take on The Glad- 
iators. The October issue of GQ 
Active comes with a special edi- 
tion 256 page guide to Daring 
Days Our in the UK. 


Arena 

Exclusive interview with, and 
sensational photographs of, Eliz- 
abeth Hurley, the original posh 
spice. The women who wore Tbe 
Dress tells Arena the fame game 

isn’t funny anymore, plus; climb- 
ing Everest the hard way, Ted- 
dy Sheringham's new boots and 
panties; what they don't teach 
you at SAS school; how to tell 
if you've got a small penis; and 
the problems with Naomi 
Campbell, Jimmy McGovern 
and tbe Cherokee Jeep. 

Vanity Fair 

Vanity Fair features a special 
tribute to Diana. Princess of 
Wales, looking back over her 
last summer, whether flying to 
Bosnia to crusade against land 
mines or finding romance on 
the Riviera. The decade-long 
partnership of Domenico 
Dolce and Stefano Gabbana is 
explored, the affinity of 
Weegee. the 1940s crime pho- 
tographer, for the underbelly of 
New York is examined, and 
with virtually every icon of the 
British stage appearing in an 
eight-hour. $13 million televi- 
sion adaptation of A Dance to 
the Music of Time, Vanity Fair 
predicts a revival of Anthony 
Powell's maslerwork. 
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS 


1. This oiler is only awlbhfc to itsHfcntt of 
the UK. 

2. lb quality lor l be offer. upjilicaDK mU9 
collect J differently numbered luhm 
together with a completed application 
voucher. Tn turns are puM tilted between 
Sept 30 & 28. IW7. The appbeaiton 
wjocbst b> published <» Sept 22^5 21 it M. 
IW. 

iTTte wkem and completed arp&aiim 
voucher nnn( hi exchanged ai your Inal 
iciaflcr by Oct 4. 1 W. 

4. Only the application voucher and 1 "ltcw 


printed in The lnJependentlqdepeiklenl 
un Sunday air valid. Photocopies nr any 
other ruproduct inns will nut he aeuepted. 

5. The offer is (or one tree magazine per 
coned application selected only [mm the 
Ini rumored hue and detailed on the 
upplnatioa voucher. 

6. Maxinmw or tire free arepwaa per 
■uttUdMld. 

?. The offer a sDhjctt to waiLaMiiy. No 
cash jliemauves will he offered. 

S. The promoters are Thu Independent. 
Conde Nast und \tagaJun, 
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Like it or lump it, Brussels tells BA alliance 


Karel Van Miert, the 
European Competition 
Commissioner, yesterday 
said US regulators, 
backed his demands that 
British Airways and 
American Airlines 
surrender 350 slots a 
week at Heathrow. He 
was speaking ahead of a 
meeting today with 
Margaret Beckett to 
discuss the P&O/Stena 
ferry merger. Michad 
Harrison reports. 


Mr Van Mien insisted there 
would be no horse trading with 
BA and AA, indicating that 
Brussels had already softened 
its stance on the concessions be- 
ing demanded. He said that if 
it had applied the same rules to 
their alliance as other tie-ups be- 
tween US and European carri- 
ers then the two carriers would 
have had to give up 500 slots. 

The Competition Commis- 
sioner also said it was his. un- 
derstanding that the US 
Department of Transportation, 
the main regulatory body on the 
other side of the Atlantic, was 
looking for a similar level of slot 
concessions. 

Mr Vhn Miert said be was 
not saying to BA and AA “take 
it or leave it" but that the Com- 
mission stood by its demands. 
“We have no reason to back 
track from that As things stand 
the companies will have to 
come up with proposals." 

BA and AA would not be al- 
lowed to sell the slots because the 
legislation did not allow for that 
and they would have to surren- 
der them from the first day their 
alliance became operational. 

Mr Vhn Miert 's tough stance 
helps explain why there are real 
worries in some quarters that the 
alliance will never get off the 
ground. Bob Crandall the chair- 
man of American Airlines, last 
week gave a downbeat assess- 
ment of the prospects of gaming 
approval from Brussels. But he 



Karel Van Miert criticised open skies agreements, saying they "flew in the face of the principles of the single market” 


said the two airlines still planned 
to co-operate even if they were 
not allowed to proceed with a 
full-blown merger of their 
transatlantic operations. 

The concessions that Brus- 
sels is demanding are the equiv- 
alent to 25 round trips from 
Heathrow a day. The Office of 
Bair Trading has recommended 
the two airlines give up half that 
number of flights but rival US 
camera have argued that the 
concessions should be double 
the level demanded by Brussels. 

Bob Ayling, BA’s chief ex- 


ecutive. spoke briefly to Mr Van 
Miert yesterday at an SBC 'War- 
burg transport conference the 
two men were attending in 
London and shook hands. 

Later BA put out a concil- 
iatory statement which con- 
trasted with its initial criticisms 
of the Commission's “flawed” 
approach to vetting the alliance 
when it submitted its formal re- 
sponse on 5 September. 

BA said it had met the Com- 
mission last Friday and agreed 
that a detailed series of meet- 
ings would take place over the 


□ext few months to discuss is- 
sues raised by the Commis- 
sion’s competition directorate 
and respond to its request for 
substantia] further information. 

“We are confident that at the 
end of this process an equitable 
solution will be reached with the 
three competition authorities of 
the UK. US and EC" 

Earlier Mr Vfcn Miert had in- 
dicated that unless progress 
was made then the Commission 
would move to formalise its po- 
sition. He said Brussels could 
not prevent the alliance from 


proceeding but if it went ahead 
on the proposed basts “there 
will be trouble for sure". 

Separately, he criticised the 
open skies agreements that a 
number of EU member states 
have been signing with the US 
and which London and Wash- 
ington will sign if the BA-AA al- 
liance goes ahead. 

These, he said “flew in the 
face of the principles of the sin- 
gle market" because they dis- 
criminated in favour of certain 
airlines. The Commission has 
filed a complaint with the Eu- 


Phocograph: Nicola Kurtz 

ropean Court of Justice but has 
agreed to freeze the action pend- 
ing talks with member states 
about Brussels being given the 
power to negotiate Europe-wide 
agreements with the US. 

Whitehall sources described 
the meeting between Mrs Beck- 
ett and Mr Vhn Miert over the 
P&O-Stena merger as signifi- 
cant. indicating that London and 
Brussels are dose to a decision 
on the deal. The Commission 
wants to impose concessions to- 
protect ferry passengers. 

Outlook, page 25 


Lewis fund poised 

for buying spree 
in leisure sector 


Enic, the investment 
trust backed by Joe 
Lewis, believed to be 
Britain’s richest man, is 
about to embark on an 
acquisition spree after 
securing £51 m from a 
host of investors. 

Andrew Yates reports 
that the group has 
ambitions to become a 
large player. 

Daniel Levy, the 35-year-old 
Cambridge graduate hand- 
picked by Bahamas-based en- 
trepreneur and close friend Joe 
Lewis to run Enic, is rilling on 
a paper profit of more than 
£l8m following the company’s 
£5lm fund-raising exercise. 

Mr Levy’s trust, W&lburg 
Holdings, is now entitled to 7.5 
million convertible shares which 
can be swapped for ordinary 
shares at a price of 32.7p com- 
pared to yesterday's closing 
price of 275p. 

A spokesman for Enic said 
Mr Levy was granted the con- 
vertible shares when the share 
price was 25p. Mr Levy also 
owns ordinary shares in Enic 
worth more than £417,000. 

Enic plans a series of large 
aoquiritioas in the sports, leisure 
and media sectors throughout 
Europe. It raised another £20m 
from institutions in April and is 
thought to be prepared to spend 
more than £100m. 

It is in talks with AEK 
Athens, one of Greece's lead- 
ing football clubs, about a 
takeover. And it is thought to 
be in talks with other big Eu- 
ropean football dubs and has an 
option to take a large stake in 
Rangers, Scotland's leading 
dub, and Vincenza of Italy. 

However, the group is also 
looking at a range of other non- 
football acquisitions. It is be- 
lieved to be looking at other 


sporting areas and in particular 
tiie acquisition of intellectual 
property rights and brands 
which it hopes to exploit on a 
targe scale. 

Enic is likely to announce :« 
string of deals within the next 
few months. Mr Lewis owns 40 
per cent of Enic. although his 
shareholding will be diluted to 
just under 3b per cent after the 
refinancing. Enic insists that Mr 
Lewis has a passive role but he 
is understood to be watching its 
progress closely. 

Enic plans to convert from 
an investment trust to a normal 
pic once it has pulled off a large 
acquisition. This will allow it to 
lake up its option to pay £40m 
for a 25 per cent stake in 
Rangers. It also plans to pay 
£15m to raise its stake in Vin- 
cenza to 62 per cent from just 
under 30 per cent 

Compaigne Financicrc 
Richemont, the French group 
which has an empire that spans 
famous brands such as Dunhill. 
Rothmans and Cartier, has 
bought £3.1m of Enic’s shares, 
taking its stake in the group to 
5.4 per cenL ■ 

The stake raises the prospect 
that Richemont could form an 
alliance with Enic to exploit ac- 
quisition opportunities. Indeed. 
Richard Hersov, who joined the 
group last month as director to 
help oversee its expansion in 
Europe, has dose links with 
Richemont 

He was managing director of 
Tdepul Italy's leading pay tele- 
vision company, in which 
Richemont used to have a large 
stake. Richemont now owns a 
15 percent stake in Canal Pius, 
the French media giant which 
in turn owns a large stake in 
Telepui. 

The link with Canal Plus 
could help further Enic's am- 
bitions. Mr Hersov stands to 
make millions from a share 
options package if he can secure 
successful acquisitions. 


Key shareholders 
join calls to remove 
Bradshaw at Care F 


Shareholder calls to oust Keith 
Bradshaw, the chairman of Care 
First, following a 

boardroom bust-up gathered pace 
yesterday. Meanwhile other 
directors in the nursing home 
group are coming under pressure 
as more employees consider 
leaving. 

The question now is whether 
Chai Patel, the group’s 
former chief executive, will be 
reinstated, writes Sameena Ahmad. 

Thro key shareholders in Care First, the em- 
battled nursing home group, yesterday 
joined calls to remove Keith Bradshaw as 
chairman. Following meeting? yesterday 
with Chai Patel, who quit as chief execu- 
tive last month after a power struggle with 
Mr Bradshaw, Mercury Asset Management 
and Schroders, which hold around 9 per 
cent of the group's shares, have shifted their 
positions in favour of removing Mr Brad- 
shaw. Schroders is also keen to reinstate 
Mr Patel while MAM is undecided. 

Invesco and Abbey Life said yesterday 
that they had support from at least 20 per 
cent of shareholders to call an emergency 
meeting and are preparing to present 
shareholders’ concerns to SBC Warburg, 
Care First's advisers, tomorrow. The in- 
stitutions want to vote on two issues - 
whether to remove Mr Bradshaw and 
whether to reinstate Mr Patel. 

A leading fund manager who called re- 
cent developments “shareholder democracy 
in action." said yesterday that he saw no 
reason why Mr Prite! should not come bode 
“He is the best brains in the sector and he 
is willing to return. I cannot see why the 
board say it would be difficult to get him 
back." 

A split is also emerging among Care 
Fret's non-executive directors. Some mem- 
bere of the company's board are unhappy 
about the claim by Wirburgs that more than 
half of shareholders support Mr Bradshaw 
staying as non-cxecutive chairman. One 
non-executive yesterday independently 
called leading shareholders to clarify their 

views. „ 

The position of Keith Ackroyd. Care 
First's deputy chairman, and Ron Reid, 
finance director, also look increasingly un- 
certain. , „ .... 

Mr Ackroyd yesterday faced criticism 


STOCK MARKETS 


from institutions for being too close to Mr 
Bradshaw. He and Ian Kirkpatrick, another 
non-executive director, have been accused 
of undermining Mr Patel s reputation to 
shareholders. One said that he was “disil- 
lusioned" that some of the non-executivc 
directors at Care First appeared to be clos- 
ing ranks. Care First was unavailable for 
comment last night. 

Mr Ackroyd has also been accused by 
some observers of tailing as the senior non- 
executive director to make every effort to 
inform all other non-executives of Mr Pa- 
tel’s intentions to resign. One non-execu- 
tive who was not contacted by Mr Ackroyd 
before the resignation said he would have 
tried to persuade Mr Patel to solve the is- 
sue from within the group. “It could have 
all looked very different." 

Though the director eventually voted 
against Mr Patel's reinstatement “for the 
sake of board unity", he said yesterday that, 
“in an ideal world, Mr Patel is still the best 
person to run this company". 

Mr Reid is also facing criticism over ac- 
counting policy within the company fol- 
lowing the merger last year between 
Takare, founded by Mr Bradshaw, and 
Court Cavendish, Mr Patel’s company. 

The company’s failure to implement a 
proper accounting and payroll system 
means Care First is still owed several hun- 
dreds of thousands of pounds by employ- 
ees who were overpaid. The company was 
forced to call in its auditors KPMG at the 
half-year to overhaul the accounts. 

Morale is said to be low among senior 
employees at Care First. Since news last 
week that four management board mem- 
bers were considering leaving the compa- 
ny. several lop managers have contacted 
The Independent saying they are also re- 
viewing Lheir positions. 

Meanwhile Butterfield Securities will to- 
day join Laing & Buisson. the healthcare 
consultants in questioning Care First’s stock 
market value. In a new research note, But- 
terfield's places a maximum value on Care 
Fust's assets of 65p-70p a share, significantly 
below Warburg's estimate of 170p and the 
group’s share price of 97p. “Once institu- 
tions realise what this company is worth, 
they will see that no-one is going to bid even 
a pound Ibr it." said Laing & Buisson's Paul 
Sapor. “Care First needs a leader who can 
radically improve relations with the health 
authorities and bring in skilled managers. 
The old Takare management know it 
which is why they merged with Court 
Cavendish in the first place." 
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Eurotunnel anger as DoT 
seeks bigger profit share 


Eurotunnel warned that a row 
with the UK and French 
governments over proposals to 
extend its licence to operate the 
Channel Tunnel could hamper the 
approval of its £9bn refinancing 
deal. 

As Chris Godsmark, Business 
Correspondent, reports, the 
argument has prompted threats 
of further legal action. 


With a week left before the deadline for 
EurotunneTs 174 banks to approve tbe debt 
restructuring package, tbe UK Department 
of Transport has raised the stakes in ne- 
gotiations to lengthen its operating con- 
cession. The provisional agreement in 
July, which would extend the licence from 
65 to 99 years, to 2086, was crucial in per- 
suading shareholders to vote in favour of 
tbe complex debt-for-equity swap, which 
could see their stake in the company re- 
duced to 40 per cent 

Patrick Ponsolle, the French co-chair- 
man of Eurotunnel, said be had assumed 
the negotiations would be “foiriy simple” 
and non-contentious, but the two govern- 
ments were now seeking a bigger share of 
the company's profits during the extension 
period than the 25 per cent previously in- 
dicated. The DoT said it was “keen to im- 


prove” on the deal. ‘There have to be some 
benefits to the UK government and French 
government." said a spokeswoman. 

Mr Ponsolle warned that Eurotunnel 
risked creating a false market in its share's 
if the restructuring plan was approved be- 
fore the final deal on the operating licence. 
“We would have a substantial problem un- ] 
derstanding how such a final agreement 
could substantially depart from what was . -*-• 
indicated last spring," he said. [ 

Georges Berlioz, the lawyer acting for ? 
one of tbe shareholders' action groups, said \ • •' 
investors were likely to widen an existing L 
legal daira in France against the refinancing : } 
package. “We are certainly reconsidering 
the position on the grounds that the in- L' f 
formation given to shareholders before the .; 
vote was misleading." | 

Jeff Summers, an analyst from debt ! 
traders KJesch & Co. said lhe DoTs de- 
mand for greater freight traffic through the tnl 
tunnel was likely to influence the banks. 
“The logic of the DoT is commercial sui - 1 ; 
cide for Eurotunnel. It suggests lowering 
charges for freight and that's the last thing m 
they want." H 

Eurotunnel yesterday unveiled losses of S 
£323m for the first half of the year, down 
from £372m a year ago, on revenues ofK 
£230m, a rise of 12 per cent after adjust- y 
ing for tbe surge in the value of sterling, n 
It said it expected to make operating prof-fcH 
its this year at least as big as the £54m in-fj 
dicated in its most recent prospectus. R 


Builders buoyant despite house price blip! 


Signs that house buyers may be resisting 
higher prices has failed to dampen opti- 
mism as three of the building industry’s 
biggest groups reported record profits. 

A survey published today by the Roy- 
al Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
shows a tall in the number of surveyors see- 
ing house price increases, with only Lon- 
don and the West Midlands reporting rises 
in the three months to the end of August 
But the finding are at odds with the- 
view of Beazer, the UK’s third-biggest 
housebuilder, which revealed yesterday that 
it believed it could nearly double its cur- 
rent output of houses 

Dennis Webb, chief executive, said 
there was still plenty of “headroom” for the 
housebuilding industry, with the 155,000 
units built in the last year still well short 
of the 180,000 to 185,000 expected to be 
required to accommodate new house- 
holds and the replacement of old housing 


stock.** We believe public demand can with 
stand sortie continuing interest rate rises 
if this proves to be necessary." 

Beazer’s pre-tax profits jumped 34 pc| 
cent higher to £62.2m in the year to JuneE 
Ibstock, one of the UK’s two largest; 
brick groups, said there was continued op| 
timism about the market for the rest of till 
year. Boosted by the acquisition of th| 
Steetley brick operation from Redland las? 
year, pre-tax profits jumped from £2.4 in 
to £8.45m in the latest half-year. 

Elsewhere, Rugby, the country's third 
ranking cement producer, said the huus 
ing and commercial markets remainc 
“reasonably strong". 

Pre-tax profits before exceptional iterr 
rose 12percentto£316m in the six monti 
to June, while the interim dividend is ta 
ing raised 10 per cent to l.(j5p. 

~ Magnus Grimor 
Investment column, page 2 






o® 







the independent 

TUESDAY 

23 SEPTEMBER 1^97 


24/BUSINESS 


Nomura hops into top slot 
with Entrepreneur buy 


Nomura, the Japanese 
bank, yesterday became 
the largest indepenent 
pub operator in the UK 
with the £1 .2bn 
acquisition of 
Inntrepreneur and 
Spring Inns companies. 

Andrew Yates also 
reports that Grand 
Metropolitan, which sold 
its 50 per cent stake in 
Inntrepreneur, warned 
the strong pound would 
cost it £31 m this year. 


Grand Metropolitan and Aus- 
tralian Brewer, Fosters, have 
sold their 50 percent stakes in 
Inntrepreneur. which has 2.900 
pubs, to Nomura for £951 Im. 
Nomura has also bought Spring 
Inns, the 1,410-strong pub 
chain which was split ui'f from 
Inntrepreneur last year, for 
around 1225 m. 

Nomura, a securities house, 
plans to invest heavily in In- 
ntrepreneur and will speed up 
the pub group's plans to create 
a managed pub estate. 

Mike Foster, chief executive 
of Inntiuprcneur. said: “No- 
mura obviously has deeper 
pockets. We can step up our 
plans to create a managed pub 


chain of a few hundred pubs." 
However Nomura is not Likely 
to hold the group for the long 
term. It is likely to dispose of 
the group through a trade sale 
or flotation on the stock mar- 
ket after a few years. 

The restructuring of In- 
ntrepreneur could also lead to 
some management job losses 
but it is understood a large-scale 
redundancy programme is not 
on the cards at the moment. 

However, Nomura has 
taken on a potential huge com- 
pensation claim from the pub 
groups’ tenants who arc look- 
ing to claim damages for 
allegedly being unfairly tied to 
beer supply agreements. 

Under the deal all future lit- 
igation risks' have been trans- 
ferred from GrandMet and 
Foster’s to Nomura. 

The litigation worries in- 
tensified this summer when 
more than 800 pub tenants, or 
more than a third of Inntre- 
preneur’s tenanted estate, 
failed to sign up to Retail link, 
a new lease that commits them 
to buying beer from the group. 
Most of the tenants are thought 
to be determined to take legal 
action against Inntrepreneur 
over their existing leases which 
analysts believe could cost the 
group up to £350m in damages. 

More than 400 tenants of 
Spring Inns have also failed to 


sign up and could threaten 
further legal action. 

One Inntrepreneur publican 
said yesterday: “We are deter- 
mined to cany on fighting in- 
ntrepreneur and await a 
decision by the European Com- 
mission on the legality of the 
beer agreements,” 

Mr Foster now believes In- 
ntrepreneur will be able to se- 
cure a better deal from Scottish 
& Newcastle, the UK’s largest 
brewer, when its beer supply 
Agreement cranes up for re- 
newal. next March and is plan- 
ning to introduce several new 
beer suppliers. 

GrandMet’s sale of its 50 per 
cent stake in Inntrepreneur 
dears another obstacle in the 
way of its proposed £23bn 
merger with Guinness. How- 
ever the group said the sale, 
which will raise £195m, would 
lead, (o a £54m charge this 
year. 

GrandMet also warned that 
the impact of the strong pound 
would cost it another £22m in 
the second half on top of a £9m 
currency bit in the first six 
months. But it denied the re- 
cent turmoil in Far Eastern cur- 
rency markets would have a 
significant effect on profits. 

GrandMet said the deci- 
sion to exit its Burger King op- 
erations in France would cost 
another £20ra. 


Ofgas set to delay start 
of domestic competition 

The gas industry watchdog, Ofgas, is considering extending the 
timetable for the roli-out of domestic competition next year af- 
ter renewed fears about the process from independent suppli- 
ers. The new suggested timetable would see the final area of the 
UK to be opened up, London and Surrey, not exposed to com- 
petition until early autumn 1998, rather than 19 June. Ofgas is 
understood to be concerned that strong demand in earlier re- 
gions could spill over, causing problems for rival suppliers to British 
Gas- An Ofgas spokesman said: “The dates are not fixed in stone. 
If things went extremely well wc could delay the roll-out to give 
customers a better service.” The next phase of competition, for 
2 milli on households in Scotland and the North-east of England, 
is due to start on 1 November. 

Battle meets power chiefs 

John Battle, the industry minister, is to meet UK electricity com- 
pany bosses today to discuss the introduction of domestic com- 
petition planned for next year. The meeting comes as doubts arose 
last week about the ability of some regional power companies 
to meet the deadlines. Mr Battle faced renewed pressure yes- 
terday from leading business energy customers, who demanded 
a freeze on administrative charges from the wholesale power mar- 
ket, the Electricity PooL TTie Utility Buyers’ Forum yesterday wrote 
to Mr Battle, describing proposed rises to charges as excessive. 

ICI sells chemicals company 

ICI has sold its Montreal-based subsidiary. ICI Forest Products, 
to Pioneer Companies, based in Houston, Texas, for £ 1 46m. For- 
est Products manufactures chemicals for pulp and paper manu- 
facturers and made an operating profit of £38 7m in the year to 
the end of December 1996. 

MBO acquires Granada firm 

Granada has sold Granada Computer Services to a management 
buy-out team, backed by CVC Capital Partners, for£89m, plus 
an £Sm dividend paid by GCS to Granada immediately prior to 
the disposal. Granada’s chief executive, Charles Allen, said: “This 
disposal is earnings enhancing and in line with our policy of con- 
centrating on our media and hotels and catering businesses. - 
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France Telecom flotation 
could raise up to £4.4bn 


The flotation of part of France 
Telecom, the state-owned tele- 
phones giant, could raise 
Fc40ba (£4.4bn) for the French 
government, the finance min- 
istry revealed yesterday. 

Around 21 per cent of 
Fiance Tdiocom s to be offered 
for sale to the public, with a fur- 
ther 2 per cent of the company 
to be included in the flotation 
depending on demand. 

The sale had been due to 
take place earlier this summer 
but was abandoned by the so- 
cialist coalition government of 
Lionel Jospin, prime minister, 
after its surprise election victory 


in May. The finance ministry 
said 7.5 percent of the company 
would be offered to French pri- 
vate investors at a price likely 
to be between Rrl70 and Frl90 
a share. 

A further 11.5 per cent 
would be placed with big insti- 
tutions in France and overseas. 
Hading in the shares will start 
on 20 October. 

In addition, 2.1 per cent of 
France Telecom’s capital would 
be offered to the company’s em- 
ployees, a smaller figure than 
the 3 to 4 per cent previously 
indicated. The group said it ex- 
pected half its 1SQ.OOO staff to 


apply for shares and brushed off 
opposition from trade unions, 
who have called a strike for 
September. 

Michel Bon, France TeUxvm 
chairman, said a share swap 
with Deutsche Telekom, the 
company* s partner, could lake 
place later next year. The gen* 
eminent refused to he drawn 
yesterday on llte sue of the 
stake to be offered to Deutsche, 
though the ministry had previ- 
ously suggested that a further 
7.5 per cent of France Telecom's 
shares would he offered to the 
German operator. 

— Oiris Godsmork 


Beckett backs competition 


Margaret Beckett. President 
of the Board of Trade, will 
tonight give her backing to a 
fresh initiative designed to 
boost the competitiveness of 
manufacturing industry by 50 
percent. . 

The campaign, spearheaded 
by die Confederation of British 
Industry, is aimed at putting 
British firms on a par with 
their US counterparts and in- 
creasing national output by 10 
per cent, or £60bn. 

The centrepiece of the ini- 
tiative will be a national best 


practice campaign to promote 
better standards of leadership, 
productivity, operational per- 
formance. quality, customer 
service and innovation through- 
out industry. 

Mts Bedfett will endorse the- 
campaign when she chairs the 
first meeting tonight of the 
Government’s competitiveness 
advisory forum and speaks at a 
special CBI debate on manu- 
facturing. 

Alec Daly, chairman of the 
CBFs National Manufactur- 
ing Council, said British in- 


dustry had come a long way 
since the mid-198(fcihut that the 
improvement was beginning to 
slow down and it still lacked suf- 
ficient world class companies. 

The aim of (he best practice 
campaign will be to encourage 
firms to benchmark themselves 
against the most efficient com- 
panies in their sector and else- 
where in the world. 

The CBI believes the cam- 
paign will highlight the areas in 
which many areas of manufac- 
turing are lacking. 

- Michael Harrison 


THE INVESTMENT COLUMN 


EDITED BY MAGNUS GRIMOND 


Beazer exposed 
to downturn 


Beazer. the UK’s third-biggest housebuilder, 
has come a long way since floating free from 
Hanson in March 1994. House completions 
since then have jumped just over a third to hit 
7,177 in the year to June, wbDe operating prof- 
its have grown by nearly a half to£65An. Sadly, 
the shares have not kept pace, risfpg from a 
placing price of 165p to just 185.5p,' up fp yes- 
terday. • 

In part, this sluggishness reflects the com- 
pany’s own success. Yesterday it reported a 34 
per cent rise m pre-tax profits to £622m for 
the year to June, boosted by a 20 per cent in- 
crease in completions and a 17 per cent rise 
in the average price to £74,500. Beazer is very 
much a national housebuilder, with 16 regional 
operations in the main business and three 
working under the banner of Charles Church, 
the upmarket Home Counties builder acquired 
last year for£35.7m. It is difficult to see where 
Beazer goes from here. 

Dennis ^febb. chief caecutive. believes there 
is no reason past success cannot be repeated. 
But there seems little room for manoeuvre on 
margins. Although there is some ground to be 
made up, Beazcr’s returns arc already among 
the best in the industry, while labour and other 
costs are going the wrong way. 

That leaves Beazer primarily dependent on 
volume for growth. Mr Webb believes there 
is the potential to lift completions to 800 units 
per regional operation, giving a theoretical total 
of nearly 14,000 a year. That is dose to dou- 
ble what Wimpey believes is while 


business is returning to normal, reflected in 
full -year figures to June showing profits up 41 
percent to £29. 1m. 

Excluding currency, which lopped £25m off to- 
tal sales, turnover in the group’s core personal 
care and household products business grew 6.6 
percent almost double the market’s rate of 
growth. Margins arc also recovering. 

Though the supermarkets remain tough on 
price. McBride says that big suppliers which 
can make products of equal or better quality 
to the brands have some negotiating clout. If 
McBride can make a washing powder as 
good asPersD or Ariel at removing stains, cus- 
tomers will switch to the supermarket brand 
and Tesco or Sainsbuiy saves a small fortune 
on promotion. This means McBride has to 
maintain a high spend on development, while 
keeping its other costs under control. 
NatWest has raised next year’s profits forecast 
by £1.5m to £33 m, so the shares, unchanged 
at 170p. stand on a forward p/e ratio of 12. 
Good value, especially as Wassail, which re- 
cently bought a 2.98 per cent slake, is openly 
hunting for a way to spend iis£500m cash pile. 

Chelsfield holds 
on to a few aces 


Chelsfield has emerged as a property sector 
stars under the astute guidance of its chairman. 
EUiott Berne rd. Merry HilL, a Mecca for West 
Midlands' shoppers, has seen its value leap after 
the Government called a halt to other out-of- 
town shopping centres. However Chelsfield’s 
plans for a big expansion on its own site have 


Beazer: At a glance Market value: £520m, share price 185p (+2£p) 
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the increasingly costly land bank is down to 
under three year’s ornpuL Add in the in- 
creasing importance of the booming South- 
east and Beazer could be dangerously exposed 
in a downturn. 

The group is attempting to move upmar- 
ket. with Charles Church opening up in Soli- 
hull. But even if profits hit £72m this year, 
putting the shares on a lowly forward p/e ra- 
tio of 1 1, this is not one to chose. 

McBride recovers 
from burst bubble 

McBride, the shampoo and washing powder 
maker, is emerging from a rotten period. 
Floated at 188p two years ago, the group’s 
shares dived almost immediately after a hu- 
mid summer filled its detergent factories 
with bubbles and prices of essentials like poly- 
mers and cardboard packaging soared. But ’ 



likewise been thwarted, at least .temporarily. 
That said the group still has several accs up 
its sleeve, especially in London. It should get 
planning permission by the start of next year 
for a huge site at White City, More it is look- 
ing to buikJ a £500m retail development, while 
its mixed retail and residential development 
in Paddington could be even bigger. 

Chelsfield’s latest pre-tax profits, up from 
£6m to £10m in the six months to June, owned 
much to a good performance from the recent 
Westbuiy Hotels acquisition from Granada. 
TTie shares rose &5p to 334p, well clear of Mer- 
rill Lynch’s year-end net asset value forecast 
oF262p. However the White City development 
alone could add up to lOOp to that figure. 

Property stocks have enjoyed a good run ' 
on the back of a long-awaited upturn in the 
property cycle. There is more to come, but in- 
vestors are best advised to stick with quality 
stocks in the event that the market begins to 
miter. Mr Beroerd’s abilities means Chelsfield 
looks a better bet than most. With the shares 
well off their high, they look attractive. 
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Tinpot speculator meets tinpot dictator 


OUTLOOK 


Tinpot speculator meets tinpot dictator. 
George Soros and Mahathir Mohamad 
were involved in a spectacular exchange 
of insults at the IMF meeting in Hong 
Kong over the weekend. They perhaps 
thoroughly deserve each other. But there’s 
equally little doubt about who is in the right 
on all this. Like him or loathe him. , it is 
George Soros. 

There’s nothing particularly new in the 
Malaysian premier’s complaint- From 
George Brown's famous fingering of the 
M G-nomes of Zurich", politicians the 

world over have tended to blame their eco- 
nomic his, given the r4»ann» i on the an- 
tics of international speculators. 

In recent years, however, the specula- 
tor has come to be seen in a rather more 
favourable light, even a force for good if 
the end result of his activities is what turns 
out to be a necessary economic adjust- 
ment. 

That is what has occurred in the Ear 
East The IMF has been warning for sev- 
eral yearn that the Pacific Rim economies 
were floating on a dangerous mixture of 
unchecked credit expansion and specu- 
lative froth. 

The only real puzzle is that it has tak- 
en the likes of George Soros so long to 
move in on the region and exploit it. What 
he and other speculators have done is cer- 
tainly accelerate the pace of crisis, and pos- 
sibly by over correcting in the way markets 
always do, deepened it a bit But there is 
little doubt that the punishment capital 
markets are inflicting on the region is thor- 
oughly deserved. 


By attem pting to fi ght it, Mahathir and 
others are just exacerbating the situation. 
The region's growth has been fed by for- 
eign capitaL Now to turn round and try 
and impose capital controls in an attempt 
to stop what the speculators are doing is 
merety going to mate a bad position worse. 
If a country is in need of foreign capitaL, 
about the worst thing it can possibly do 
is attempt to prevent it getting out. Ma- 
hathir and others in the regional are liv- 
ing in the financial equivalent of 
psychological denial. It’s always so much 
easier to blame the nasty foreign specu- 
lator than acknowledge your own failings. 

Mr Mahathir’s strictures are naturally 
very much directed at his own domestic 
audience, but when phrased in such in- 
temperate and backward looking language, 
he shouldn’t be surprised if be is taken se- 
riously by the financial markets as well. 
Mr Soros is right. Mahathir is a menace 
to his own country. He is making a bad 
situation worse and by doing so he is per- 
forming a grave disservice to his own peo- 
ple. If the international capital markets 
help hasten his demise, that would be an 
added bonus. . 

If it is true that National Westminster Bank 
has put Gleacher, its US corporate finance 
business, up for sale, then plainly things 
are in a rather more serious state round 
there than anyone imagined. Or are 
they? 

Nat West was downplaying the reports 
yesterday, but that Gleacher is up for sale 
is certainty what many of its rivals think. 


It is little more than eighteen months ago 
that NatWest bought Gleacher. More dra- 
matic U turns in corporate strategy than 
this have certainty been known, but they 
generally don’t take place .under the 
same management 

Inv estm ent banking was to have been 
a cornerstone of the NatWest Group. To ■ 
further these ambitions, the company 

bought in short order Gleacher, Gartmare, 
Greenwhich Capital Markets and Ham- 
bra Magan. 

Even before NatWsst discovered a 
blackhole in its options book, none of these 
acquisitions looked particularly inspired. 
The partners of Hainbro Magan. once a 
booming corporate finance boutique, 
seem to have been out to pasture, or pos- 
sibly lunch, ever since NatWest picked 
them up. NatWest might be well advised 
to get them off the pay role too. 

Martin Owen, chief executive of 
NatWest Markets, has done the hon- . 
ourable thing and hymn book in h ^n d, fail- 
ed on his sword. 

But he was hardly the only or even the 
chief architect of all this. That the chair- 
man and chief executive of NatWest can 
so brazenly reverse a strategy they em- 
barked on such a short time ago almost 
begars belie! 

Unless, of course, you believe what the 
share price is saying - that the bank is be- 
ing groomed for takeover. 

Three possible suitors are known to 
have given NatWfest the once over already 
-Abbey National, the Prudential, and Bar- 
clays. 


To that list can now be added the Hal- 
ifax, which is said to have a not insub- 
stantial team ev aluating the possibility Of 
a merger. Plainly, investment banking of 
is no interest at all to Halifox- 

It may involve some swallowing of 
pride, but if what Lord Alexander and 
Derek Whnless are doing is attempting to 
make themselves more appetising to oth- 
ers. then shar ehold ers might have some- 
thing to thank them for after all. In 
attempting to improve its return from in- 
vestment banking, NatWest is probably on 

a hi ding to nothing. The more direct route 
to shareholder value may be for NatWest 
to get out of this business entirety. 

Karel Vm VGert is not exactly flavour of 
the month at British Airways. Nor has he 
endeared him s el f to Lord Sterling's fer- 
ry company P<feO. In fact, given the fre- 
quency with which he journeys from 
Brussels to London these days, his trav- 
el options are beginning to look decidedly 
narrow. 

The European Competition Commis- 
sioner is in town today to talk to Margaret 
Beckett about the P&O-Stena ferry 
merger. 

Yesterday he was giving the BA-Amer- 
ican Airlines allianc e mote stick. In case 
the accountancy profession thought it had 
got awaywith it, he is about to get his teeth 
stuck into the Coopers & Lybrand-Price 
Waterhouse merger. 

What, you may ask, is going on? How, 
you may wonder, can one man Meld such 
unfettered power? Why, you may con- 


clude, can’t Brussels keep its big nose out 
of matters that don’t concern it and leave 
the mar l in; to make sure the consumer 
is property sewed? 

W&L in these days of international cap- 
ital, multi-national corporations and glob" 
al alliances, Mr Vhn Mkn is the regulatory 
equivalent. 

1 A one-man competition authority who 
can side-step the physical boundaries of 
nation states and take on the cartels wher- 
ever they seek to set up. 

Sometimes he oversteps the mark. It 
remains a mystery why Brussels ever 
thought it had the right to vet a merger 
between two American planemakcrs. As 
it transpired, the concessions it wrung out 
of Boeing were largely academic. 

Sometimes Brussels needs to pay more 
attention to the principle of subsidiarily 
- file idea that competition law is best made 
and implemented at local level. 

Both the BA-AA and the P&O-Stena 
mergers raise issues concerning distinct 
ma rkets but in the case of aviation at least, 
the ramifications of the merger proposed 
by BA and AAgo far beyond these 
shores. 

But Mr Van Micrt and the Commiv 
aon's competition directorate DG4 are not 
going to go away, nor can they be ignored. 
Indeed, if anything, their writ will run wider 
as more mergers fall into Brussels' lap for 
approval. 

Little Englanders may abhor it. Big 
business may fight it But global corpo- 
rations have to learn that global regula- 
tion comes with the territory. 
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Chinese Vice-Premier Zhr Rongji being welcomed by the top brass at the World Bank! IMF meeting in Hong Kong yesterday 

Japan backs Asian rival to IMF 


Japan has alarmed other 
members of the G7 with 
a detailed plan for an 
Asian rival to the IMF. 
The creation of a $IOObn 
(£63bn) ‘Asian Monetary 
Fund’ could place a 
question mark over the 
future of the G7 itself. 

Diane Coyle, 

Economics Editor, 
reports. 

An unexpected Japanese pro- 
posal for the creation of an 
Asian Monetary Fund, pre- 
sented to the G7 ministers for 
the first time in Hong Kong, has 
angered the Americans and 
alarmed other countries who 
fear it would undermine the 
role of the IMF. 


The Japanese plan has 
emerged from its experience of 
participating in the $17.2bn 
IMF-led rescue package for 
Thailand this summer. 

The Japanese have 
indicated that they are con- 
cerned about being asked to 
play a bigger role in the world 
economy without any increase 
in their influence in the in- 
ternational organisations. 

The planned fund, of which 
the other G7 countries only got 
wind a week or so before the 
start of the current IMF annual 
meeting, would stand ready to 
bail out any Asian economy suf- 
fering a financial crisis like 
that afflicting Thailand. 

. The fund would in theory at- 
tach the same tough conditions, 
in terms of policy reforms, as 
the IMF does now. 

However, officials from 


other countries are concerned 
that a purely regional fund 
would be more vulnerable to 
political influence than the 
IMF. 

Many also expressed the 
fear that the creation of such a 
big fund earmarked for rescue 
operations would encourage 
too much risky lending, for 
Japan's taxpayers would ulti- 
mately be providing a guaran- 
tee for loans that went badly 
wrong. 

However, there was sympa- 
thy, outside the American del- 
egation, for the view that Japan 
had a genuine grievance about 
its lack of influence on the in- 
ternational economic stage de- 
spite being an important 
contributor to the IMF’s 
finances. Japan's move touches 
on the sensitive issue of 
whether the G7 - with only one 


Asian member and no Latin 
American representation - will 
continue to be the best forum 
for international policy discus- 
sions as other economies grow 
much larger. 

Other Asian countries - 
Singapore, Korea, Hong Kong, 
Malaysia and Thailand - also 
recently became contributors to 
the IMF's New Arrangemems 
to Borrow, the emergency over- 
draft fund set up in the wake 
of the Mexican crisis in early 
1995. They too have been re- 
warded with little extra influ- 
ence in the US-dominated IMF. 

In addition, some present at 
the meetings in Hong Kong felt 
the Americans were most up- 
set by the political implica- 
tions of being excluded from 
future Asian packages. Many 
also agreed that greater co-op- 
eration between Asia's central 


banks and finance ministries 
would help preveal a repeat of 
the recent currency and stock- 
market crisis - and might have 
been more effective than the se- 
cret IMF mission to Thailand 
in urging policy reforms. 

In the end, if the Asian 
countries want to go ahead 
and set up a parallel fund. 
there is nothing the rest of the 
G7 could do to stop h. Officials 
said yesterday that future dis- 
cussions about the plan were 
like Jy be very sensitive. 

In a joint statement yester- 
day the US and Thailand 
stressed the need for the latter 
to implement swiftly the IMF- 
imposed package of economic 
policies and banking reform. 
“Thailand's financial stabilisa- 
tion is of great importance to 
the US and to South-east Asia 
as a whole,” it said. 


IMF backs Short call for corruption crackdown 


Businessmen caught 
bribing foreign 
government officials to 
secure a deal will risk 
going to prison in future, 
Clare Short has told the 
annual meeting of the 
IMF and World Bank. 

Diane Coyle reports. 


The Secretary of Slate for In- 
ternational Development’s 
comments reflected one of the 


main themes of the gathering 
of finance ministers and central 
bankers following the publica- 
tion of an IMF-Worid Bank re- 
port on the economic damage 
caused tty corruption. 

She welcomed the agreement 
tty the rich OECD countries to 
end tax deductibility for bribes 
made in the course of doing 
business overseas and to make 
illegal the bribery of public of- 
ficials abroad. Although this is 
already a criminal offence in the 
UK. Ms Short said: “As far as 
I know no one has ever been 


charged with it. We will Deed to 
be more vigflanL” 

She emphasised that cor- 
ruption involved two parties, 
the giver as well as the recipi- 
ent of the bribe. There is a 
strong new consensus that cor- 
ruption damages development. 
And there is no longer the per- 
ception that corruption is 
something on which rich coun- 
tries can lecture poor ones." 

Ms Short was addressing the 
delegates in her capacity as the 
UK's World Bank governor 
for the first time yesterday. The 


Bank’s development committee 
putthe importance of the strug- 
gle against corruption at the top 
of its communiqud. 

Ms Short said there had 
been strong support for this, 
although China and India had 
raised the difficulty of distin- 
guishing corruption from dif- 
ferences between countries in 
business practices. She said: 
“There is always a quesdon of 
how proven it can be. But if we 
all take it more seriously it will 
be a massive advance." 

The communique began: 


“Ministers agreed that corrup- 
tion and weak governance un- 
dermine macroeconomic 
stability, private sector activity 
and sustainable development 
objectives." 

Britain's emphasis on open- 
ness and transparency in eco- 
nomic policy won another 
unexpected success when a key 
IMF committee agreed with 
Gordon Brown's suggestion 
that the Bind should consider 
drawing up a code of good prac- 
tice on openness for all mem- 
ber countries. 


r, \ ' ■ i bin iij 


China calls summit to 
discuss reform of financial 
sector stuck in Maoist era 


Basking in the approval of in- 
ternational bankers over its in- 
dustrial reforms, the Chinese 
government announced yes- 
terday that it would be calling 
a summit in November to dis- 
cuss reform of the financial sec- 
tor, which, in many respects, 
remains stuck in the dark days 
of the Maoist era. 

The announcement was made 
by the Chinese Vice-Premier, 
Zhu Rongji at a meeting on the 
fringe of the World/Bank In- 
ternational Monetary Fond 
Conference in Hong Kong. 

Mr Zhu also announced 
that the government was back- 
tracking on its decision to scrap 
lax breaks for capital goods im- 
ported by foreign companies 
based in China. 

This follows a sharp drop in 
foreign investment this year, in 
part, triggered by fears that die 
climate for inward investment 


was turning sour. 

Mr Zhu implied that the 
reintroduction of tax exemp- 
tions was tied to China's long- 
running struggle to gain entry 
to the World Trade Organisa- 
tion [WTO], 

“The timetable is not for us 
to decide, it’s up to the WTO," 
he said. 

“What is urgent now," com- 
mented Mr Zhu, who is often 
described as China’s Econom- 
ic Oar, “Is to set up a new in- 
vestment system in which the 
roles of the government and the 
[State] enterprises are sepa- 
rated.” 

He also spoke of the need 
to open up the financial sector 
to greater competition. 

Mr Zhu even had good 
news specifically for British in- 
vestors. saying that insurance 
companies from Britain and 
Australia were next in line to 


obtain the scarce licences re- 
quired lu establish operations 
in China. 

Referring to the turmoil in 
South-east Asian markets. Mr 
Zhu stressed that the govern- 
ment was paying special atten- 
tion to financial risk. 

The new conference, he 
said, would take important de- 
cisions about strengthening the 
controls and supenision exer- 
cised by the central bank to 
guard against risks. 

Foreign banks, investment 
houses and insurance compa- 
nies are queueing up to get into 
China. Mr Zhu cautioned them 
to “be patient". 

In case his point was missed 
be switched from Chinese to 
English to make this remark. 

He told the assembled mon- 
eymen: “You are welcome but 
please don't come too quickly." 

- Stephen Vines 
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Blue chips throw party as BT puts £3bn in shareholders’ pockets 


taking stock 

Rentokfl Initial, the business 
services group, plans a US UP- 


MARKET REPORT 
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MARKET 
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OF THE YHAR 


Blue chips surged to within 
dialling distance of their 
record high, helped in no 

sm all part by the largess of BT, 

the telephone giant still at- 
tracting criticism over its 
botched MCI takeover. 

As part of the MCI pack- 
age BX up 5.5p to 41 lp, 
handed out a 35p special div- 
idend. It Was paid yesterday, 
together with an increased 
lU5p final. Through the two 
payments BT pumped more 
than £3bn into shareholders’ 
accounts. 

Most of die cash found its 
way into already overflowing 
institutional coffers, increasing 
the pressure on reluctant fund 
managers to join the stock 
market spree. 

Although blue chips were 
in rousing form there was no 
evidence they have moved 
back into the market to any 
significant extent. Turnover 


was ag« m unexciting and al- 
though the market was buoyed 
by hopes of BT cash being re- 
turned to equities the gam was 
also doe to a strong New York 

display and firm government 
stocks. Futures activity was 
also lively, showing at one 
time a 120-point premium to 
the cash market. 

- Footsie ended near its best 
of the day, up 51.9 points at 
5,075.7. It was, as so often in 
the past, very much a blue- 
chip s party with second- and 
third-liners limping behind. 

Superstores led the charge. 
thdnifs to b ullish comments 
from UBS. J Sainsbuory, team- 
ing up with British Airways to 
offer cut price air fares in its 
latest bid at customer titQla- 
tion,rose 18p to 465.5p; Tesco 
16p to 475 Jp; Asda 4.75p to 
159.75p and Safeway 10.5p to 
395.5p. 

UBS lifted its Sainsbuxy 


profits forecast £30ra to 
£710m. The securities house 
believes the revival is coming 

through more quickly than 
anticipated 

Grenada, the leisure group 
al last selling its computer ade, 
put on 25 -5p to 843 Jp. It is doc 

to meet 60 analysts today and 
there axe hopes it may have 
more disposals on offer. The 
computer services business 
has been sold to its manage- 
ment for £89m, plus an £Sm 
inter-company dividend. 

Rad track was back on the 
up line, 21p to 854p, another 
high. Associated British 
fbods, still thought to nurse 
predatory instincts towards 
Thte & Lyle, rose 13.5p to 
564p. T&L sweetened 8_5p to 
429p. 

Laura Ashley, due to pro- 
duce threadbare figures on 
Thursday, jumped 10.5p to 
64.5p in busy trading. The ac- 


tion immediately provoked 
speculation of takeover action. 
A US strike is the favourite 
guess. 

A 4.75p gain to 190.25p by 
British Steel was thought to be 
due to US interest and Coats 
Viyella, the textile group, was 
also an overseas target, up 5p 
at U6p. 

Biocompatibles Interna- 
tional’s hesitant rally came to 

Share Spotlight 

share price, pence 
460 


Sainsbury 



an abrupt end - the shares fell 
57_5p to 535p. And Menvfer 
Swain, the electrical group* fell 
61p to 217p after chairman 
Tbny McCann alerted share- 
holders that first-half profits 
would be “significantly" down. 
Increased loses lowered In- 
novative Technologies 26p to 
2Q9p. 

Intriguingjy, glassmaker 
Pfliongton was again heavQy 
traded- It was the second- 
busiest share (after Shell) wiih 
Seaq putting turnover at more 
than 25 milli on with OUC 10 3 
million deal going through at 
150p. The price edged ahead 
1.5p to 151.5p. 

Chemical group British 
Vita improved 5p to 25 Up 
with a clutch of investment 
houses producing favourable 
comments. Dresdner Klein- 
wort Benson believes the 


profits of £63m this year; fol- 


lowed by £69m and then £75m. 
Alexandra TOirkwear hard- 
ened 15p to 94p following an 
upbear trading statement and 
Instem, a computer group, 
jumped 30p to 205p. Chairman 
David Care is leadings bid at 
210p. He has acquired a 36. 2 
per cent interest and com- 
mands 50.9 per cent- But there 
are murmurings of discon- 
tent. Several stockbrokers 

believe the price is far too low 

and are planning to press for 
an improved offer. 

Sanderson Electronics, the 
software group, strengthened 

9p to 92p after chairman Paul 
Thompson nudged his stake to 
12.6 per cent He picked up 
stock from the Singapore gov- 
ernment’s pension funds 
which are b ailing out of 
smaller companies (Sanderson 
is capitalised at around £40m). 
Profits are expected to be 
£7.5m against £6 2m. 


month- More than 22 per 
cent of Its shares are held m 

the US. Meanwhile its Danish 
shareholder Sophus Bensid- 

sen is, in effect, banding out 
32 per cent of RentokU’s capi- 
tal to Its shareholders 
through an investment trust 

which will be traded on the 

Copenhagen stock market. 
Rentokfl rose 2p to 254£p. 

Hostilities have broken oat at 
European Mining Finance- A 
has been called to 
oust three directors, includ- 
ing chief executive Christo- 
pher Hail. Gordon 
Montgomery and John Good- 
gar are put forward as re- 
placements. But the action 
could extend beyond the pre- 
sent spat Irish Marine Oil, 
Petrel and Hereward Mining 
are thought to be circ l i n g. 
EMF held at 20p. 
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Global deflation could provide the next big shock 
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Cycles, shocks, yes, we know about those 
- but what about the long-term trend? Tfclk 
to anyone seriously interested in investment 
and they will soon start discussing the pre- 
sent state of the economic cycle in differ- 
ent countries - that America for example 
has completed seven years of decent 
growth, or the way in whidi Japan has failed 
to escape from the last downturn. 

Part of the justification for the con tinuing 
boom in US shares is that the business cy- 
cle, though not dead, seems to be more mut- 
ed than it was in the 1970s and 1980s. 

This sort of debate was behind the alarm 
that greeted the purchase last week by War- 
ren Buffett, the legendary US investor, of 
a large line of fixed-interest securities. \Sfes 
he indicating that the share price boom in 
the US was over and people should there- 
fore shift to bonds? 

More of that in a moment When they 
are not puzzling about the state of die cyde 
investors frequently ponder the likely 
shocks that might disrupt their view of the 
world. The best-known, perhaps, are the 
two oil shocks which on two occasions 
quadrupled the price of oD, but there have 
been many others. We have had one of 
those shocks this summer with the collapse 
of currencies and share prices in Past Aria, 
a fitting background to the IMF and World 
Bank meeting; taking place this week in 
Hong Kong. 

The practical question this shock raises 
is whether it is serious enough to damage 
world economic growth. The conventional 
(and probably correct) response to that is 
that, on its own. disruption in East Asia is 
not likely to have a systemic impact beyond 
the region because the economies affected 
are not that large yet in relation to global 


trade. Europe and North America are 
therefore unlikely to be affected, except in- 
sofar as some exports will be lost and a lot 
of investments will be worth less than their 
owners previously thought 

But were the downturn to spread to 
Japan, the impact might become quite 
serious, as the Japanese economy is not in 
any shape to withstand a fall in its exports, 
and East Asia has been its fastest-growing 
market For a start it might further un- 
dermine the yen, one of the serious con- 
cerns voiced at the IMF/World Bank 
meetings, and Japan might be forced to 
switch the export drive even more towards 
the US and Europe, areas with which it al- 
ready has what the Americans at least feel 
is an unacceptably laige current account sur- 
plus. 

So these are perfectly legitimate things 
for investors to fret about The state of the 
cyde and the potential shocks matter a kit 
But I think that is also worth devoting some 
space of mind to trying to understand 
whether we are also espericndng a big glob- 
al turning point in the very long term trends 
of the world economy. How might we look 
back on the last years of this century in an- 
other generation ’s time? Two contributions 

nn thlK tltt>Tp*» -n/nrlh y iwtro- 

The McKinsey Quarterly, , the journal of 
the management consultants, has just car- 
ried an article by Jane Fraser and Jeremy 
Oppenheim, which argues that globalisa- 
tion is about to cause a 50-year irre- 
versible transformation of the -world - 
economy. The world, they argue, has 
already become vastly more international 
over the last few decades, but they now be- 
lieve this process will step up several 
gears. As management consultants, they see 
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this in terms of its impact on company or- 
ganisation, as companies wanting to oper- 
ate on a truly global scale will have to 
change their management structures. But 
of course, if they are right, there are also 
profound implications for fmanriai markets. 
If we really believe that we are at the be- 
ginning of a couple of generations of se- 
cure, sustained economic growth, then the 
whole investment outlook is qualitatively 
different from the volatile world of the last 
half century. 

The other contribution comes from the 
latest edition of The International Bank 
Credit Analyst, from the Montreal-based 
economic consultants, BCA Publications. 
Much of the work of BCA is based on cydi- 
caJ analysis, but a long-term question 
emerges from thfe are we facing global de- 
flation? 

Start with the simpler question: is there 
excess demand in the world? The BCA 
team has taken three measures of demand 


-industrial production, unemployment and 
capacity utilisation - from as many coun- 
tries as it can conveniently collect data and 
calculated whether tire world economy as 
a whole is on trade. The results are shown 
in the graph, and as you can see it looks 
pretty much as though everything is evenly 
balanced. Industrial production and ca- 
pacity utilisation are very close to balance, 
while the unemployment measure shows a 
modest amount of excess demand. 

BCA however believes that while the 
main economies could tilt either way the 
balance of probability inclines to disinfla- 
tion. There are no strong signs of inflation 
at a global level and the events is South- 
east Asia will be disinflationary as a rapid- 
ly-growing part of the world will tend to 
grow more slowly. 

If this is right, it is pretty remarkable. 
We have experienced a Jong period of 
growth in the US (and almost as long in 
the UK) and are starting to see more signs 


of growth on the Continent. Yet there are 
no signs of inflation at a producer price lev- 
el, even in economies which have been 
growing fast. British producer prices are up 
only 1.4 per cent ewer the last year, while 
US are down 0.4 per cent. If we can sus- 
tain this sort of growth with so little infla- 
tion think what might happen when growth 
comes off. Indeed the world as a whole may 
well be moving to an era when price sta- 
bility becomes the norm, and when there 
are long periods - as there were in the last 
century- when the long-term trend is for 
world prices to fall. 

Is this global deflation really likely? 1 
don't know the answer but I know the ques- 
tion matters enormously. The world “de- 
flation" has an alarming ring to it, awaking 
folk-memories of the 1930s Depression. But 
from any perspective other than the 1 930s 
a period of deflation could be accompanied 
tty solid economic growth. Perhaps we are 
facing just such a period. 

If this proves rigblthere are profound 
implications for investors. Bonds will be 
good investments', there will be few wind- 
fall gains from surges in property prices; 
equities will depend on the earning pow- 
er of the underlying assets, rather than gain- 
ing much of their value as a hedge against 
inflation. Workers would get much of 
their higher real wages in the form of falling 
prices, as is happening in computers and 
telecommunications charges at die moment, 
rather than higher wages. 

Meanwhile it is hard for us to think in 
terms of stable prices, let alone falling ones. 
But it is no harder than it was for people ■= 
brought up on the second half of the Iasi . 
century to come to terms with the chaos 
of the fust half of this one. 
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The new Lord Mayor of Lon- 
don to be elected next Monday 
will be Richard Nichols, a so- 
licitor from Watford. Mr 
Nichols, an Alderman for the 
Candlewick ward in the Cannon 
Street area of the City, has al- 
ready been given the nod to 
take over from the incumbent. 
Sir Roger Cork. 

Mr Nichols will probably be 
the last Lord Mayor to be 
elected in this way, by a meet- 
ing of the Liverymen in the 
Guildhall, since the Corpora- 
tion proposed to reform its elec- 
tion procedures two weeks ago. 
These proposals are a response 
to Labour threats to abolish the 
Corporation unless it opens.it- ■ 
self up to more voters. 


Bearing this in mind, Mr 
Nichols' election might raise 
eyebrows in government ranks, 
since he was originally elected 
alderman in 1984 with just 
seven votes. This certainly puts 
the Welsh referendum figures 
into perspective. 

Mr Nichols beat into second 
place Peter Levene, who scored 
six votes. The other candidate 
Christopher Mitchell got five. 

Coincidentally, Peter Lev- 
ene (now Lord Levene) will 
also run for election as Lord 
Mayor alongside Mr Nichols on 
Monday -but the former is pre- 
ordained to come second, the 
way these things are run. .. 

Lord Leyene,. former, dev. 
fence profcuremenFadviser and' 


ex-head of Canary Wharf, is 
due to wait another year before 
taking his t urn in the mayoral 
ermine. 

The Corporation is propos- 
ing to democratise itself tty in- 
creasing its franchise from 
around 20,000 to over 50,000, 
mainly by introducing a "busi- 
ness vote”. It has a long way to 
go. Mr Nichols' ward of Can- 
dehvidt currently has a grand 
total of 87 non-residential vot- 
ers - and just 2 residential vot- 
ers. 

Meanwhile, anyone who got 
on tire wrong side of Sir Roger 
Cork while he was Lord May- 
or had better watch ouL When -. 
.he passes the baton on in Oc- 
tober he will return to his orig- 


inal career - as a receiver for 
accountants Moore Stephens. 
You have been warned. 

Patrick Ponsolle, co-chairman 
of Eurotunnel, was busy railing 
against the latest anti-tunnel 
piece in the press yesterday. 

The disconsolate French- 
man said: “I was not feeling to- 
tally at ease [this morning] 
because we were going to have 
a press conference where there 
was no news. In fact I was feel- 
ing dose to nervous.” 

Sure enough the FT stepped 
in with a piece saying a new cri- 
sis was looming for EurotunneL 
Georges-Christian Chazot, 
managing director, dearly saw 
-the writing on the wall, telling 


journalists: "1 can't stay for 
questions. I have to go to Wa- 
terloo on the back of a motor- 
bike. It’s something I haven’t 
done for 50 years " 

A couple of marketing consul- 
tants who specialise in adv ising 
accountancy firms have come 
up with a novel wheeze - The 
Marketing Correspondence 
Cookbook. 

Imagine my disappoint- 
ment, however, when I discov- 
ered that, far from containing 
recipes for "Audit Strogannoff” 
and “Seared leaves of VAT on 
a bed of SSAP 21", it contained 
150 pages of advioe on how to 
use direct mail to win new ac- 
countancy clients.- 


Gordon Gilchrist only re- 
cently teamed up with Christ- 
ian Frederiksen to form 
Buckinghamshire-based Fred- 
eriksen Gilchrist Together they 
claim to lecture to over 4,500 
accountancy firms a year. 
Sounds exciting. 

“Additionally,'* they add. 
“we are proud to boast a roost- 
er (sic) of clients well in excess 
of 1,000 firms." No wonder 
they’re crowing. 

It’s not just the accountancy 
profession that is getting a tad 
eccentric. City law firm 
Mischon de Reya claims to be 
the first to have introduced its 
own poetiy {comer, complete 
with resident poet. 


Mischon partners Jonathan 
Cameron and Anthony Julius 
derided recently that the arid 
world of legal debate needed 
brightening up. and invited 
poet Lavinia Greenlaw to 
spend half-a-day a week at the 
firm's Southampton Raw of- 
fices, according to The Lawyer 
magazine. 

Ms Greenlaw beat 60 other 
candidates to the job, and she 
hopes to hold regular work- 
shops for budding versifiers in 
the firm. 

In the spirit of tilings, I 
launch the People &■ Business 
limerick competition. Com- 
plete the following, on a post- 
card please: “There was a 
young poet from Mischon..." 
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28/CRICKET 


A season full 
of drama 
and intrigue 


England may have lost 
the Ashes series to 
Australia, but two Test 
victories, a thrilling 
finish to the County 
Championship and 
plenty to talk about off 
the field made it a 
cricket season to 
remember. Derek Pringle 
looks back at the best 
and worst of 1997. 


Even before a ball bad been 
bowled, fee 1997 season man- 
aged to begin with u provocative 
“Htiwzai". In its best stentori- 
an tone, the lilsdcn Almanack 
pul cricket's (acting appeal down 
to Lhc fact Lhal it was “Elitist, ex- 
cl unionist and dull." In fact, the 
summer ended anything buL as 
entotions'werc kept on tenter- 
hooks right up until the last Sat- 
urday. when Glamorgan pipped 
Kent to the Britannic Assurance 
County Championship. 

In any case, with the Aus- 
tralians touring, such claims 
were always likely to be put un- 
der pressure and only a wet 
June and July dampened the 
cricket-lover's enthusiasm. Add 
to that England's storming wins 
that book-ended the Ashes se- 
ries: Michael Atherton’s ding- 
dong battle with himself over 
the England captaincy; as well 
as the internecine bickering at 
Derbyshire and Lancashire, 
and the season actually had 
more drama and intrigue than 
many' of the better soaps. 

Ear some, the only damp 
squib, apart from once again be- 
ing trounced by the Aussies (a 
fair and expected result), would 


have been the intransigence 
shown by the majority of coun- 
ty clubs in the face of change, 
as envisioned by the England 
and Wales Cricket Board’s blue- 
print “Raising the Standard." 

A two divisional Champion- 
ship may sound very ne3L but 
it would be a change not for the 
better of cricket, but for the sake 
of television. How could it be 
the former when a club's Test 
players would be available for 
less than half the matches and 
then forced to play against their 
better judgement in the other 
half? 

It is one thing to run first- 
class cricket as a business, but 
quite another to shape and dis- 
tort a 250-year old game in or- 
der to pander to those with big 
bank accounts. *TU be any- 
thing you want me to be. so long 
as you pay the money," smacks 
of prostitution, not perfection. 
Something the Aussies should 
remember with their latest gim- 
micky twelve-a-side nonsense. 

Back out in the middle, 
Glamorgan certainly deserved 
their success. Left virtually 
undisturbed by Test calls, they 
bad probably the best balanced 
attack - an attack made even 
more lethal by Waqar Younis, 
one of the most destructive 
fast bowlers in the world. 

Ever since pitches were cov- 
ered. It has been bowlers who 
have generally won four and foe- 
day matches. Glamorgan, how- 
ever, with a nice batting mix of 
the orthodox and the furious, 
were twice blessed, and able to 
score their runs fast enough to 
ensure that this tenet remained 
a cricketing fact. 

Australia work in much the 
same way, their ultra-positive 



A season of occasional triumph and frequent strife: Michael Atherton after being dismissed in the Trent Bridge Test 


outlook helping to contribute to 
a series that saw just one drawn 
Test in six. What a great exam- 
ple Steve Wiugh. Matthew El- 
liott, Glenn McGrath and Shane 
set as England's nemesis. 

McGrath, in particular, on 
pitches he would rarely have en- 
countered, easily outbowied his 
English counterparts. His haul 
of 36 wickets simply showed all 
aspiring seam bowlers, short of 
express pace, what can be 
achieved with dedication and 
discipline. 

As ever, rumours of Whrne’s 
demise proved unfounded and 
he was a handful on all but the 
slowest surfaces. He has been 
cleared by the Australian Crick- 
et Board to play in England next 
year, when either Sussex or 
Nottinghamshire, no doubt via 


a generous sponsor, will have to 
pay handsomely for his services. 

Overseas players, despite 
becoming increasingly expensive 
to run. remain popular. Waqar 
(whose salary cost Glamorgan 
around £100,000). Stuart Law 
at Essex, Paul Strang with run- 
ners-up Kent and Darren 
Lehmann with Yorkshire all 
served their counties well. 

■ Having skinned the Aussies 
in the Texaco matches, and in 
the first Test at Edgbaston, 
England's expectations were 
not unnaturally heightened. In- 
deed, after the near miracle of 
The Oval, 3-2 may look as if the 
gap may have narrowed. Un- 
fortunately it probably has not 
and, when it came to producing 
the goods in the pressure ses- 
sions, England, returning to 


character, were both meek and 
erratic. ■ 

Australia on the other hand, 
once they had woken up, played 
with Cyclopian purpose. With 
one bold decision a gains t the 
consensus-; when he decided to 
bat first on a damp greentop at 
Old Trafford - Mark Taylor, 
Australia's much-criticised cap- 
tain, gave his side the where- 
withal to turn the series around. 

Whether reckless gamble or 
leader’s intuition, it was a brave 
choice by a brave man, and one 
that undoubtedly helped per- 
suade Atherton - a nib length 
away firm w riting his resignation 
statement - to continue as Eng- 
land’s leader in the West Indies. 

It was this age-old battle be- 
tween heart and head that even- 
tually brought forward the last 


hurrah of Graham Gooch. Es- 
sex, who managed to win the 
NatWest final against War- 
wickshire - their first trophy 
without the maestro - do not 
know how lucky they have been. 
For the past 20 years, Gooch’s ’ 
dedication, let alone his class as 
a batsman, have been leg- 
endary, an attitude be has late- 
ly transferred to his new role as 
an England selector. 

However, such unquestion- 
ing devotion to duty is rare. If 
it was not, then dubs like Der- 
byshire and Surrey would be 
adueving far more on the field. 
Having provided the country- 
with the smouldering Hollioake 
brothers, one of whom. Ben. 
then went on to win the Benson 
and Hedges Cup final virtually 
single-handedly, Surrey’s season 
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disintegrated into an appalling 
finale of sloppiness. 

It is this apparent lack of 

priHe and general apathy towards 
performance towards the end of 

the season that is the cornerstone 
of those who want two divisions. 
In keeping with other counties 
which own lest grounds. Surrey 
share that view: Perhaps their 
team were unwittingly backing 
up their committee's point If so, 
maybe one could understand 
why the ECB sought Surrey's as- 
surances about their willingness 
to try in last week’s Champ- 
ionship deader with Kent. 

For those who prefer con- 
trariness to conspiracy, though, 
1997 was your year. In a season 
which began by threatening 
revolution, the beer, as John 
Major once put it, is still warm. 


Cairns digs in 
to save day for 
New Zealand 

Zimbabwe 298 * 311-9 f* 
New Zealand '207 & 304-8 
Match drown 


Chris Cairns yesterday salvaged 
a draw for New Zealand against 
Zimbabwe on the final day of the 
first Test in Harare with an in- 
nings of monumental patience. 

Cairns batted for four hours 
and 20 minutes to score ad un- 
defeated 71 and see his side to 
safety. The last hour of the 
match was tense as New Zealand, 
seven wickets down, needed 
Cairns to shepherd the tail. 

Daniel Yfettori survived 50 
minutes before he fell to a bat 
and pad catch. That brought in 
the debutant Shayne O’Connor 
to negotiate the feud 25 minutes 
against the leg spin of Paul 
Strang and Adam Huckle in fad- 
ing Light. New Zealand sur- 
vived. though, to reach 304 for 
S at the close after resuming on 
64 for 2. 

Cairns came hr six overs be- 
fore lunch with New Zealand on 
1 16 for 4, having been set an un- 
likely victoiy target of 403. The 
opener Blair Pocock went in the 
first over after the interval to re- 
duce the visitors to a perilous 
122 for 5. Partnerships of 78 
with Adam Parore and 66 with 
Chris Harris took up two hours 
and 40 minutes to slow Zim- 
babwe's progress to what would 
have been only their second Test 

victoiy. 

Final day; Now Zealand won Has 
ZMBABWE— nmttrwhgs 298 (G W Ho«r 
YX 

NEW ZEALAND -Hrat Innings 207 (SP 

RamnaSZt 

ZIMBABWE -Second tarings 311 (GW 
Rowar 151). 

NEW ZEALAND -Stool* tarings 

ft&S.VHU... * 

•SP Rental IbirbB Strang ...27 

N J Astte c Q Fbww b B Strang 0 

CL Owns not out -....- -.71 

tA C Parore fan « b Huckle SI 

Cfirta Harris Rm b Streak ..... ..—41 

D L Vsttorl c FtervSe b Hucfcte 13 

S B O’Connor not out 1 

Extras -15 

TbtalOar 81 -304 

M|n»ri): S-IM 4-716 5-122 6-200 7-266 

BowOna: Streak 21 -3-52-2; B Strang 26- »- 
552; Whittal 5-1 -90; P Strong 42-17-78-1 : 
HuddB 31-83+3; Rarrnta 3-1 -6-0. 
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Today we publish the latest results of The 
Independent Fantasy Football League. The 
player scores are calculated on all games 
played up to and including September 21st. 
The league table includes the scores from all 
games played until September 14th. 


Every time one of your players score you get four points There 
are four points fora keeper or a defender every time their team 
keeps a dean sheet If a player scores the winning goal, i.e.: if 
there is a one goal difference in the scoreline, the player scor- 
ing fee final goal for the winning team is awarded 1 bonus point 
awarded in addition to standard goal related points. Each suc- 
cessful Assist a pass judged by our experts to lead directly to 
a goal, wifl give a player 3 points. The opinion of our experts 
on fee matter is final Each player selected and starting a game 
will be awarded one point 


If a player is given a Yellow Card they lose 1 point, if a play- 
er is given a Red Card they lose 3 points. Own goals, either 
scared or conceded, do not count 

The Premiership Manager feat you choose will be award- 
ed 3 points if their real-life team wins, 1 point is awarded if they 
draw and no points are given if they lose. 

Updated player scores and league tables will be published 
every Tuesday in The Independent and repeated the following 
Sunday in the Independent on Sunday. 
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INDEPENDENT FANTASY FOOTBALL 


OVERALL SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 8 AUGUST - 21 SEPTEMBER 



LEAGUE TABLE 


CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 8 AUGUST - M SEPTEMBER 
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1 

29 
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Some 
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0 
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0 
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68.1 

Hadaod 

LEE 

1 

3 
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1 

S 
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1) 

6 
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La 

1 
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6 

7 
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Lac 

NEW- 

0 

3. 

704 

Batty 

NEW 

1 

.> 

705 

706 

GiBesoc 

Beanfiuy 

NEW 

BOL 

0 

(1 

-i 

7 

7V7 

Kedan 

NEW 
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SW 
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a 
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SW 

SW 
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6 

7 
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SW 
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HokcUS 

TOT 
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0 

9 
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0 

1 
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EVE 

1 

4 
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Hogfies 

WH 

n 

1 

747 

Miiocur 

WH 

D 

3 

748 

Btanp 

WH 

fl 

II 

749 

DcrkovN 

WH 

| 

18 
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Lomas 

WH 

0 

5 
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1 

3 
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0 

4 
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o. 

U 
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Fear 
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0 

0 
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STRIKERS 


Mil Burckamp 
«M Wr^hl ■ 

SW Boamartc Pereira 
WS Ynriw 
tffib Joadum - 
«7 CuRwnare 
SB VVakmwo 
rfn Hcadric 
830 Hriaav 
K33 Suuoa 
634 Galbcfacr 

835 DaWn . 

836 McGinlav 

837 ULdw 

838 Zola 
S34 V lalll 
W0 MHu^ks 
W3 Ton? Andre Flo 


H yon ftouid like lo know more PhfUps' range of Ugbiin^ products please ail 0181- fafti (966 Terms and conditions 
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844 Dublin 
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846 Huckerty 
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s 
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R54 Barnihy 
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863 Likry 

864 HasMcbBnk 
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866 Hctixy 

867 Footer 

868 Berger 
Stft Owen. 

870 Scfcote* 

873 Cole 

874 Sobkfaer 

875 Sberinrfmm 
87b Ncviand 

877 Shearer 

878 -Axprilb 

879 Fenfinaod 

880 Tbmasiwo 
8X3 Gud^ontxxi 
884 Humphreys 
5W5 Booui 
886. Hint 

887 Lc Teaser 

888 Evans 

889 OMczmad 
840 A rmM r oc g 

893 ;lvcT?cn 

894 Hartson 

895 Kinoo 
84b Holdswonh 

897 Ekokn 

898 Gayle 

899 Eucb 
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COV 

COV 

COV 

COV 

COV 
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NEW 
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SHEF 
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4.w nST 
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W Redknano 
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Dettori admits title is out of reach 


As the first anniversary 
of his seven-race winning 
sequence at Ascot looms, 
Frankie Dettori reflects 
on how his life was 
changed that day and 
how this year’s jockeys' 
championship has slipped 
from his grasp. Richard 
Edmondson reports 


They sal him on a donkey yes- 
terday and he would have won 
on that at last year’s Festival Of 
British Racing. Frankie Det- 
tori’s feet almost touched the 
ground for the Hist lime since 
he rode all seven winners at As- 
cot 12 months ago this weekend 
as he straddled a little grey beast 
appropriately named Nutmeg. 

Racing Spice, yesterday 
ruled out his chances of re- 
claiming the jockeys' champi- 
onship. which must mean he is 
not going to win it because he 
was rather more upbeat about 
replicating the unique feat of 28 
September. 1996. “I have got 
some good rides on Saturday 
and while 1 know the chances 
are veiy slim that l’U do it 
again I will be tiying," Dettori 


said. “But as far as I am con- 
cerned 1 have absolutely no 
chance in the champio nship - fm 
being realistic because I've got 
a six-day suspension and. I 
haven’t got time to catch Keren 
[RillonJ. Good luck to him and 
I will be trying again nest year." 

The -year that Dettori com- 
pletes on Saturday has been the 
most memorable of his life. 
He left behind bachelorhood 
and any notion that he could 
wander in any city unnoticed. 
"Riding seven winners was fan- 
tastic and the day after was the 
start of a new life for me, not 
only in horseraciug but outside 
it too ” be said. “My life 
changed a lot, mostly for the 
good, and that day opened up 
new doors in the wide world and 


not just horseracing. I get recog- 
nised everywhere. 

“Last winter I embarked on 
a world tour with Peter Burrell, 
my manager, thinking rd ride 
a little bit and just have some 
fun and see some different 
countries. But everywhere we 
went there was an amazing re- 
action from the racing public." 

Dettori appeared, at Ascot 
yesterday in the pierring blue 
silks of Godolphin which he 
wore on four of his successful 
missions last year. The team 
from Arabia are likelyio provide 
him with a similar munber of op- 
portunities oq Saturday. While 
the recent Newbury winner, 
John Gosden’s Russian Revival, 
is considered the Italian’s best 
vehidemtbeDiademStakes.be 


Queen Elizabeth 11 Stakes (Im) 
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Tbte 
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T-A 
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9-2 

5-1 

94 

11-2 

Aftto Forces (Sned t*i Suroot 
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to-t 
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25 -1 
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has not given up hope for 
Godolpbin’s Allied Forces kr the 
pinnacle of the weekend, the 
Queen Elizabeth II Stakes. 

This was a compelling event 
last season, when Mark Of Es- 
teem beat the noble filly Basra 
Sham, and Saturday’s renewal 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Fair Game 
■ (Nottingham 4. IS) 

NEk Maladerie 
(Nottingham 3.45) 

looks pale by comparison. Nine 
horses were declared yesterday 
and Allied Forces certainly 
does not appear a tramp at the 
feast despite a record of just one 
win from four outings this year. 

"I don’t think the mileis are 
as good as tea year,” Dettori ob- 
served. “You have to fear the 
horses that are coming back, 
such as Revoque and Entre- 
preneur, but they still have a lot ' 
to prove. My horse is proven 
and be hasn’t run abad race this 
year. I have a great chance." 

Bookmakers are expecting a 
volley of bets blindly supporting 
Dettori, from nutcases (includ- 
ing some of the same nutcases 
who won £500,000 last year). 
Frankie is expecting a day rich 


in memories. “When I look 
bock from two o'clock to five 
o'clock that d3y it was like a 
three-dav event," he said. “The 
first event was the Queen Eliz- 
abeth, and when I won that I'd 
forgotten I’d also ridden the first 
two. My neatt ambition was to win 
the big handicap, the only race 
I hadn't won at the Festival, so 
Decorated Hero was another big 
achievement. By the time 1 got 
to the last I fell as though Iwas 
embarking on my third day. 

“It never really entered my 
mind that I was going to win the 
last race which was probably 
why I did win iL When a jock- 
ey is hot it makes a difference. 

“When I watch the video of 
the day 1 still get gonsepimples. 
It was one of those oocasonsyou 
never think is going to happen. 
When 1 watch it on the tape. It 
doesn’t seem like it was me that 
did that. It was Eke someone had 
done a movie of iL 

“It’s going to be very emo- 
tional going back and I'm real- 
ly looking forward to iL I am 
veiy excited about seeing the re- 
action of the people." The rec- 
iprocal feeling from racegoers 
will make one corner of Berk- 
shire a particularly populated 
area this 'Saturday afternoon, 



Dettori: Back in the winners’ enclosure at Ascot yesterday Photograph: Robert Hal lam 


NOT TING HAM 


3.15 


2.15 Shimaal 

2.45 Burning Truth 

3.15 Final Tango 

3.45 Maladerie 


HYPERION 

4.15 Fair' Game 

4.45 FtashtaUdn* Flood (nb) 

5.15 STONED IMACULATE (nap) 


GOING: Good 10 Ftm. 

STALLS: 51 & flf - stands side; rest - inside 
MAW ADVANTAGE: t+gh far 5f & 6f. 

9 Lett-hand, oval course. Rat and gafapng with easy tuns. 

• Course q 2m E ol city c4t B686. Nottingham Station 2m ADMISSION: Cfab £12 (Ju- 
ntas 15-21 years. C8i: tattarsaBs £8. Star Rng & Paddock £4 CAR PARK: Star Fflng 
£12 (admits car plus, tax occupants), remainder free 

• LEADING TRAINERS: J Dunlop - 20 wmere from TW furriers gives a success ratio 
of 175V H Coctt - 19-6? (2MM: Mrs J Ramadan - w-88 itt9%); Sr M Prescott - 
11-40 (275V 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: K Fallon - 23 winners from 147 ndea gives a success ratio of 
fiflV G Duma Id - 20-129 («5?o). T Spraka- 18-12? (K2%); MHiRs- 13-80 (163%) 
FAVOURITES: 237 wms from 688 races (344V 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Silver Secret {vtsaredj (3451 Middle Boat (349). White Settlor 
(345). Fortune Hunter (vowed) t445) Artaalg (St 5) Ategna pi5) 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS; hire 

UWG-OtSTANCE RUNNERS: Lout*! Lane (Z.15) has been sent 222 irtos by A Nawoonfte 
bom Huntshaw Devon 


USAS CARGO INTERNATIONAL MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) £4,600 added 2YO fillies 6f £4,027 
oo ranauGEp«n(AS>«ntt*nttadB]i D&8at»ffl7 

RNALTANGO (fcsC A Wms) JGosden Btl GMndlB 

22 KHTEVAAR (USA) (13) (BF) (Hamden Al Mtiftara) R Aimeong B n RHtall 


M’UCfTU'fBUcfcranQsfcf&kfri^fWJxvBan. . 
HAHAB (USA) (GDCfyftn) Steed bn Suncr E H . 


-WlfcanM 
,_J Md 10 

0 KERCH RHYD-’HJRUG (6) P L Wiare) D Wfan* 8 11 POwy(7)B 

0 HOOMJGHTANDROSES (431 (Iks G A Jenros) N Uttmoden B 11 T G HcLaujdi 3 

880 MOONSTONE pM) (Mrs QBSrazw) A Jmvis fin C Lnettar 6) 13 

DO MG tfTAJCTI ON 0) (Merthyr Motor Aucfc>te)BMfcg 8 71 .3 Santera 1 

6 DARE KITE (B1) Qita Hoot Ken**} PMiwyn Bit RCochnma 

ONUf IN DREAMS (Macab Sort) fi Meehan 8 fl M tabbed is 

0 OUR MOUY MALONE (26) (The Faros I«bb Rrtwship)D Matey BTl-JI Radon 2 

PERFECT LADY (R Cental) J Eustace SK -^1 totals 

SHOTLEY HAHE (J A Swrtune) N Bwoft 8 fl I CtamodtS 

8IIJ(BiIMLlJANCE(ladQianhaiiJLadHMhQcfctt8>l U Rotors 4 

06 SUttAMAPqUKRucMBsSMffi ARnjffitegDHtyiftiJmsBIf _ .S Drowns 9 

0 WtGraNGfi53)fBoom8hiy9tijd) N GrahamS fl NDny12 

0 WORLD OF JOY (13) {The Thorougtired Corporator!} R Charted 8 T1 — T Sprata 17 
-flMnd- 

BETTTNa 3-1 EMayaab 4-1 llahab, 5-1 Hral tongo, 132 Nocmkne, 8-1 (My In Dream, 12-1 Nn- 
pSdty, SUan DAnca, W Wggkw. 161 On Kha, 20-1 Snotaea, Ob Holly Malone. 361 ethrn 
189ft Much Oomnnlad 2 8 11 M Hb M (Q Wkug) dim* 0 9 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

tkhteyaar has baan sent off favourite on both starts » drta end was not beaten far an 
either occasion. Tha raw to beat her may be Sand bin Suoortr newcomer MAHAB who 
b ctawn aJongalda and Bv most of the staPMi nvo^aaKdds can be e«d»cted lo ohm 
a good account ftst time out With dw Malta on the stands sale. Lwd Hunttngdorfi) nnw- 
oomer Silken Ordnance does not haw an Ideal pitch in staB tow but John Gosdwft Fi- 
nal Tbngo has the ptiin draw. Selection: MAHAB 


FORM GUIDE 

A geMng who b Buly to best his best attar three runs. JONAS NIGHTENGALE has a 
Classic staying pedgroe; being by Deploy oul of a Btakaney mare John Egans mount 
was taking an polenta! Group Orio horses when around 14 lengths adrift of City Hon- 
oro and Prota at Doncaster, his partner on (fiat occasion was KJaran Felon who now 
ndea ken Mountain lor Nevfla Ceieghan. life one la hard to fancy attar he freshed pkxn 
Mat behMSfmdorrXr a six ftxtong Epsom nursery Maims out Lke Jonas JWgmen- 
grts, Catch Tl» Rabitwn te by Deploy and he showed Iwnsatt to be gong the nght way 
with a haWength third to Marske Machine in a saver hxiong Sandown. nursery last momft, 
Two hard races h the mud may have taken their tol on Danzig Ryer . wMe Narrogtn 
found hfrraeH racing on the wrong Ode at Doncaster and is better judged on hfi ctose- 
14] (hkd to Outsoudng owr a mla at Newmarket preMOueiy One of John Dunlop s step- 
pmg up to thte iSstance after three runs e Hroiyto att r act attereet but the reason why 
Mr Gama tries Ihte trio is that he is vary Mow ndeed Thnd to nxtaway wmner Evenng 
World at Ybrk. Forgotten Star was staying on at the finish and has prospects over th& 
longer trip oH a mark of just 64 Qrabnano has shown h» best form at Wolverhampton, 
iDctakig when staying on to taka second spot behnd Peter Chappie- Hyoms Clermont 
Ctty last ttms out Mck Uttmodens youngster e brad to stay Ctownh* tracks Bee Good- 
wood and Ungfiaid haw found Red Maple out but Pam Cotee representative has shown 
enough both in maiden and nursery company to taka a hand if copng with this longer 
dstanca Selection: JONAS NIGHTENGALE 


4.45 


9 -fCj EBF RNIB MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £4,750 added 
-TV-gJ 2YO Allies 1m 54yds Penalty Value £3,774 

1 AGAMt (USA) Ov*n UTwnmtdl D la** B n RCodnmH 

2 ■- ’ ODffiDTMTSlDmflBndsRsangilDixIopSIf DBattasteS 

9 -- - - FEa.RgE<Ths0um)lJidH u ntngaan8 , n-: llRobwtili 

4 o HEVEHQOLF PRINCESS (14) (HfvBr Racng Q*) T J Neuspton B n JWanvwB 

5 WEFMNSBfHDGE |GS Bray) AJarvog n — SDRMni2 

6 00 LWlfflN LANE (19) (A B Netvcarpe) A Newambe 8 11 .P p Murphy R 9 

1 NIGHT RULE (ADcUflh AI) BHantwy 811 — WRywl 

9 W NtSftBA (fB) fUdttmwd Eased) U Johrokn B !1 DHo«md4 

9 ON CA^LiChweiiY Park Stall ftescon 8 It SSmdm12 

« 52 RAMBLING ROSE (14) (Sk Evelyn Do Ratadid) U Stoke 8 If JlMdS 

n 2 SMMAAL (32) (Godo|phn) Saaed Mi Suroor B n JCwraBB 

t> 00 SWEET DREAMS pSHMraKRauSn^J Dulop 8 It TSprafat7 

U 05 TBNTfYREEFp® (HesncrdtStaJ) JDirtt^iBll ,GCwt»10 

W TUNING iK Ahdubhl H Ceti 8 fl „KFalod13 

* f4lWMd- 

BETTING: 7-41Mng. vi ShbnaN, M RembUng 8 on, 51 AgmL 1IM DWa DOata, Ftol File, 1M 
Qa Cat. light ROM. Swmrt Dnam 20-1 THnily Rwfi IQnn Bridge. 25-1 Msabz, 33-1 ottmro 
198tAfWe2aP U Roberts 6-t |C Bnttazr) ( 1) B ran 
FORM GUIDE 

The Chrvetoy Pork colours wf be carried by Sir Mark Present s newaxnw ON CALL , 
a f«y by Afcged oui ol o Spectaniar Bid mare. Hre atablals nmnara have won hare at a 
■Mo of I«0re trian ono ti three tor dw past two seasons; and the yen* s back orisons 
drier a shaky peooo ShWnael was easy ro back on her Introduction when )i*tiwlar to* 
lengths behnd Ashraokat over seven turtonga at NewmarkiL end coJd wel Improw for 
thn raprnt-m-e and over the exiro tatong Back in fourth was Henry CeoTs Jtoo who corv 
frmed pin tarn wrth rho Newmorkot Wth. Frond, when tondnQ the odds at Ungfteid Ce- 
« has o high sb*o rao hera with rwo-yeahOKhi but Key land » stun at prohttUve prices. 
Wdh the Nreren Foion bandwogon ptarng up speed. Cecft newedmer Timing is un- 
Nalytaolta anything nlhe way of value RmnOang Roe* was beaten only half a length 
over cuuroc and deutnee asrter to the month but this looks a potentWy tougher heat 
Quito a tew o' Dowd LOdm* twoyeeFOkb are improving tor a frit run but a market move 
ta-Agsnri should not ocAjnorod. Selection: ON CALL 


3.45 


ASHTON CORRUGATED MIDLANDS LIMITED STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3,300 added 6f Penally Value £3,132 

*4000 SOUPBOTOALPT) (C) (1^ (ltaQrislkwC«s*y)NTrt(lB692— WmTWtor 1SY 

000400 3IA^IBn (19) (CEJ (Narfc HSmkh)BMcMahrin592 INtobailO 

30050 DATREULA (37) P) (Ddwiton Byjne) W lUr 3 9 0 . JlMdIB 

00400 SUfB»BSaRET(l4)(D)(FJSBkiiiiiy)Mlfceimas390 — -AOeikaV 

40400 LA VOIIA (3) (CO) yLynenfllissJ 0*00 4 8X3 Doubtful 4 B 

000005 MUJOLE EAST(5) (D) (MiJHBmQTDBBnai4SG-, : J Cared IB 

082000 POWTS1 (t2)(D)(b For TtoQadiJJAsN DuttoH 5 BE JOutoofl 

553003 SHASH{n(D)(MsAnaL9anden)PatMtaal58'a._ PBtocnAridS 

665300 WHITE SETTIBI (33) |JKto«cm4R Hodge 4 813 SDra«mT7B 

28430 AHCHBJjO (11) (EGel^ GOkkoy)3fl n. — GPwtda(3)13 

500002 HYPESUFBI)0H(«fl(fWwtCac)ABHfcy3ail DWrfg«ai 

T Quinn 12 

MThhtoBII V 


000063 MALADERIE fS){D)PMMa4MOwn» 3 8« 

360500 MARBIQO (IB) (JBSharp) J AMu3t3&Hs 


■j -T c l DHL MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £5,200 added 1m 54yds 
^- HD 1 Penalty Value £4,154 

WATERYfAVE (USA) (14) (Shekfi Mdomroed) 4 Garden 4 94 


. GHtad2 


.JWtfin? 

.. TSpnka B 
. iWiwtJ i 
!r Cochrane 10 
.. J Fanning 3 

Mf&4 


006W ffiAUTUDOR(8)|LksAWjcfOU>SSLSctol380 

332C3 BURNING TRUTH (USD) JW) {K AbOUbh) R Clwton390.. 

00 JAZA(122)(PMGJH»IH|N(tal«ni3B0. .... . 

00 HOONSHFT(13q(CVUvs)HCohisrdge3 9G-. 

00 NUE 0WLER B (DitotwBOd Spcrtt Ud) J OHety 3 9 0. 

i4» QCCAa(ia8INM«jma)GWagg390 --■IW” 

6 ON MERIT (<:, (totwn ScxxKkxk Racrg} $ Gc»ngs3 9 0 JCwreH 

C BURNLEY BGLE pfl) (A W Boor) M Chsmon 5 fl G — _sa«Ma5 

NORnBWBLES8WQ/n»1«el»eApci5dBe)PH*ns389 JM39 

.tOdectaed- 

TtinG: 5-6 Burning Thith. 4-1 WMemwe. 7-1 Northern Btantog, 1M Ocean, 33-1 Bom Tb- 
c Burnley Beie. Jan, MoonOtoL NNtCwta, On Mart 
H- Ltwam 3 9 9 M HB «-2 (E ftrtopl ch*n 0) S ran 
FORMGUB3E 

41 a m.rrfan .dus sr* nms. BURNING TRUTH has been admiiably ccraWrt. Rogar 
wffpni Known Fact colt has rrai e MW of good nca* M around 1% mto. Jgw Gna- 
watMWBve was the siaMeS second BUtog when eighth al 19 behnd ettWemeo 
in a i3£\‘ « whch hnll the ftfW tot* unlkaly lo ever »4n a race. *ho Irtsh ftvwcofl 
uw be the aw » take ndvantago d BumngTViJlh^pP«^^ 
wrtng c Irorn an m-tam yard wWl an osetoto raccrd 


040000 RIDEA»IAXEIMa(B)fWlnmH4CRartUS381l KFNIonS B 

•64240 SHADES OF LOVE (l4)(Pu3Uon- Feu SanBcns Racing V Soane 3 8 n —CRulftr 7 

140064 THRD PARTY (DJIUtoGRSntfi) 5Do«f3 6H SSoatoaS 

■00035 SHRWGCtnUD(32)(CD)(ltoAnna>MBy)MBel4Bll MFtntonM 

-00000 AEGEAN SOUND (T) (P) nTwobMdsSbto)Ktary 3 88 «*rtm Dwysr S 

545 DUST (M) (Tha Queen) Lad HUtagdm 3 B 8 Jl Roberts 16 

03300 LFE ON THESTREET (12) (P D SadQ D Mdidb 3 8 B _.P Roberts p) 19 

-ZOdsdend- 

BETTTIIG: 1W ftids Anksnbig, 6-1 ShMng Claud, 1341 Supatt, M IMyrnto, M tM, «M 
Shades Of Low, Potrtoc IfldrtB Ee«L 12-1 AnJmflo, SN Secrrt, 16-1 Hyps Soperior. Whfls 3a- 
Bsc 20-1 SoupartUsi. U*d Pot* ShasN, 25-1 ottiM 
T998: Shitog Cloud 3 8 8 M FWon 7-1 (M BoQ fltowr W 23 on 
FORM GUIDE 

ARCHBJJO was a« lengths behaid Just Bob at Doncaster, end that wnrwr Mtawed up 
r an equally ccmpetittw heal at Ayr. Tha etora furlong should suit ArcheBo who shoiAd 
find this lesser company more suitable. Shades Of Love pvfcd too laid to tast home 
over swan furiongs s4 Lalceslar Iasi lime and can confirm hb superiority over SBvw Sa- 
cral who had won prwtcusiy over todayta distance at FoSostone iGeron FalonS mount 
Raids Amksning has traitasd a tong w ay down the handcap but ws haraWy treated 
after hb tamer trainer Geoff Lews pitched him to a Lewd race B those dtown lew are 
at a dfeadmntage as they ware to an wen taiger Wd last yeec Rude Awakarong may 
haw 9 al to do now he drops back h dstence. Setectton: ARC HE1 10 

I A ~ \ c l HAM BUN GRAND CASINO NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS 
E) EAfl25 added 2Y0 1m 2f Penalty Value £3,538 

1 358 J0NASMGHIENGALE(l1)(RMCyiE»)CCyw97 JFEganl5 

2 -0130 DMOG FLYBT (24) (Shamrock Foj) P Lbro97 C lewiher (5) 4 

3 6060 AUWYCHARROW(1^(7toAtowychPar*wrshp)MBel96 G Faufcnsr (5] IB 

4 605830 NARROQIN (USA) (12) (Alton tms&nerfe] M Chsrai 9 6 — ~Jttoro«T7 

5 C660 TARASHAAN (T2) (EB Rrrrwl SrM Prescot195 S Strata 7 

8 E06 NAKHJ OAT (15) (The StperoS Parineahpi B Smart 04 J Sack 16 

7 543036 LORO OF LOVE pO) (CurOur htlBSials Ltd) T EaOHfcy 3 2 LChwoockS 

8 05430 KQN MOLWTA1N (1^ (GaWwr Egme L«) N CMaglw 9 2 KFNlontt 

B 000 FAfflGAME(38) (Iks Dane Sratoen) J Durtop 8 G GCsnarB 

tJ 083 FO RGQTTBI STAR (20) (Jm Short) R Jenson Hnughton S B _.TW*w®2 

if 040050 RED MAPLE (USA) (M)(lmylib4P Cob 8 0 TOatanllB 

V 50033 CATCH THE RAWBOW (24) (J SnrytlvOSajme) JSm^1tvOstxxfneB9-_FLynch B 

G 040 CHKAL (18) (Me M M PsfnD) B Paing B 5 TtoskeM 

T4 05625 PIANIST p*)(GHPPrrohasd)G lew B 5 Psal Eddtty B 

TS 0000 BtSTWBJ. HALL (15) (Eashwl Manor ftaan^ fl Qr® 3 4 MRobetoslO 

■B 03002 GftALSlANO MS) (Ccixrcri Mccr Radr^ NUttnodBn83 Mferfontt 

V 008D0 AFTH1 DATW (73) (Ore Owr The 5^4) Mra N Dutfekl 8 2 JOulnaS 

* 05800 MARY LOU (UQ [M A Ryan) M Qwnron S 2. AUsckayl 

BETTING: 7-1 CstchThs RsMxm, 9-1 FMr Gsrm, 10-1 ForgcUan Stic PtodS, 12-1 Nams^n, 1M 
Gialmaw, bon Mountain, Rad KSfds, Jtmas Nfgtttngafc, 1M Danzig Flyoi Uiry Lm, 20-1 Akt- 
wycb Anon EssmD HsO, 33-1 Mhsra 

1996: Srmtow Dmss 2 B to M Roberts 7-2 (Dr J ScargQ draw (4) U ran 


BOLLINGER CHALLENGE SERIES MEN AMATEURS 
HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3,300 added 1m 2f £2,924 

1 -53611 RtRRiNGDON HILL (St) (CPRBnsan)JGoEden 8120 Jto C Rsitron (4) 13 V 

2 80038- OtSAUDWED (jm) W P Burfet Forty Satisneru) D fWWsce 4 H 9. JkOMcPhnlS 

3 0U563I FB1NS GOVSTNOR (31) (CD| (Fem ConpOhBits) W Meson 5 11 6 Mr T McCarthy 10 

4 000005 CfVB. LBSTTY (Ifl (MtocnsM G Larts 4 II 8 — Mr A Baiting 5 

5 28C43 AUGUSTAN (B) (D) (ftbert Jaws) SGrtk^sG n 6 MrRWaWeyll 

8 800351 FUSHOLXir HDOD (34 (q (Mali Barren) CD^n 3 118 ..MrPScoH17 

7 85006 CLUa}UP(47)(P){MsEjyMbms)PBanB4-DS MrAEva»f4}BV 

8 00850 SUHMSWULEWOOD (14) (C) (LtelyLaife) P MtxXlEy 3 013 — Dr A Kkriber (4) 16 

9 042221 SSOBT5S(21)pBF)(MnSMiiariMaMfewfcyBOi1 JlrTCoiinrtbid 

O -0650 BRAWLS WAY p) (D) (N E M Jonas) Mrs M Reefy 0 10 10 Ur N E Jones (4) 1 

If 334581 RfCCAflTDN (31) (PI % ttK^herBai) P Crtnr 4 TO K3 MrCBoraw2 

n 223022 ASPECTO LAD (193) ^ J Iterttiaw) D Wlams 3 O 9 Mr S Durack (4) & 

D 005 FOHTUtCHUNTHT(JH(JNOrtcn)JN3fton3 433 ._J*rRBsnstt(4)7V 

M 000000 MONTONE fT5) p) p Shrazi) JJbtWh 7 VJ 7„ ,__Dr MUsnolshBB 

5 63046 TREMENDlSTO (Jiao) (D McCasi) D McCain 7 O B MrGU*a(4)4 

■B 001203 TAJAR(USA)(7)(V^awfPar»WShp)TKBddy5t)1 . Mr JGoUsttta 18 

17 000350 TULSA (IB) (BGUfylifl Batty 3 tt(L Ur J Raw 12 

S 002 SnfflfG7NOF«SX3N(«7)(Ai8flnAfctJT)C^9rtarSeO J*-PPhOp*(4)14 

-tadacianid- 

BETT1NG: 5-1 FwirtGossracc 8-1 FsntogdonWtt, 8-1 Augustin, 10-1 CW9LB»ft¥,nfccsiton, 12-1 
Quad Up, 9bwgfbOrV)t2ai,l^w 14-1 EssaysffSse.16-1 Brambles Wiry, 25-1 others 
1988: Fanis Governor 4 V QMrTMoCartiy 00-30 fav{WttESon) draw (4) ifiran 
FORM GUIDE 

AUGUSTAN reruns to the (trance of hrs last wn and has a ecotq io settte with For- 
rtnfidon HID who finished tour and a holt lengths n front ct ton ffl Rsdcsr in August At 
the revised wraghts 8 shortd be a ctose cal, but consdertog that Augustan tuned out 
again 48 hou* lata lor the Moot & Chandon Stour Magnum at Epsom, it may be that he 
was a Dttte rtog-nwty on fhe farmer occasion. Bntmblea Way has been dropped back 
to the seme mark of 50 on which ha hut won to May Mary Revefeys runner was the sta- 
btob second atring and had had a break since May when last of five to Farmgdon hfl a 
Redcac Thto wtoner of three hudtea mcas last mv was to action at Ayr last Thmdry. 
wtron todayb rider pul i|] 6to ovenmight and flrt&hed down the (told behind PhfertsL Ex- 
pect about 38j owiwel^it tfns attomoon. Selection: AUGUSTAN 


5.15 


STAYBRITE WINDOWS LEVY BOARD HANDICAP (CLASS 


E) £4,500 added 3YO 2m Penalty Value £3,951 

0004) BANDORE (28) (Lady Hartai) D Later 9 7 - — R0ochm»4 

-00220 ■mO0PERCiq(YYPBrtnBdip)RAk8lx*sl27 JWwrerll 

03033 ALAKDAR (CAN) (13) (Hndan Al Lt*fcun) A Slcwoil 3 1 RWbt2 

085423 WOODTSBOYDSHVicWooifeeonlMItoaiDil^EbSO S8andoral» 

052 CLASSIC FAN (USA) (24) (CSasac Btxxblock Pfc) M Ctancn 8 O JCarroBIT 

oacm STDWEDaiACttA7E(8) ffiD)(MftaresflFNbrply8 BBra/ XfWton S 

650600 TASIK CHW1 (USA) (6) (HR H Suten Almad 3«W P Cob 8 h TQutai IS 

3TH20 MDIGO DAWN (S) (BF) (Grembnd PM LttD M Johnston B n DHolandIO 

342D46 MADISON WELCOME (IB) (Us Atoon bs) J Bamscbn fl B RFTrancfa(3)9 

H4SG3 AURBJAN (31) (M Desmond Ftepafy M Bel 8 9 M Fenton IS 

U 6362H ARJSA1G (48) (Ura Jarjs khcffifireon) P Caher B 7 — NDay7B 

O 0T34S SIPOWIIZ (B) miRU Cymric Cyan 7 G 1 TWUsna^ 

40*00 MAHHAMAP) (Ektosa) £kOSa7rt KknTMdwZ 

322056 ALAGNA(46)(BHWJltofUw1SCWfcms7D Msrtin Dwytr 14 B 

000 IKODfC SQUAW (204) (J F Ctfybnd) M Befy 7 1) DWrtghlia 

002 GUARD A DREAM (125) (Mary RwefyRaangCUj) lbs MRBGfy 7 G JGutonS 

00350 WPPK3S(fl(JSSKelyiStt*»7 0 P Doc (7] 6 

0500 BBINtES STAR (£2) IBfflrirt F Rovnei) H Bycroft 7 B -LChemockl 

-ISd&dsrad- 

Unraumws«fc7»iab True /Bnflfcap seigter UekxSc Squ» Guard A ttearri ;a sift, rtjh 

ptas 75f2& Bemto'3 Sw RB 18) 

SETTnKL 3-1 Gtonsd bnmaculale, 6-1 Alakdsc 7-1 Aarsflsn, 8-1 Bandore, 10-1 Arisaig, Slpowitz, 
Trooper, 14-1 Guard A Dream, 20-1 Atsgna, Mmcmnu, 33-1 ottwra 
iseft Go W* D» VMnd 3 9 0 U FflTOn S-l IV Bel) dram R) 6 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

With d 5tb penalty tor a r»rooe«itl-dtefance success wgm days aga Ftoby Murphys 
Stoned bnacutate wS be a poprtor choice with Ktoren FaSon agan In the pfeae GUARD 
A DREAM has a first try to handcap company. AU ffiree of the geWngk three ans have 
been al dstances of no more than t) furlongs, and there is every prospect thai Mary 
Raretoy s rumor can knprwe over this longer rtstanca He has had only Three runs and 
raiAj nick a race cm the Rffl betore going fyitotog Davti Loder steps ha Salse coll Ban- 
dore ip tram a mle and a haH and the top vwKSh* has been shown 5to worth of fesptts 
fy (he temdcappec Woody^t Boy is another that Is stepptog tro >n dtotance and the man- 
nor n wtveh he has been finishing on hia bsi two starts suggests that a longer journey 
may be to his favour. Alakdar , third to Lookout over a rrtto and sot takings a Kompton. 
is another having a tiro: crack at two mles Selection: GUARD A DflEAM 


PLUM PTQ N 


3.35 


HYPERION 

,e Executor 3.05 Mystik 
o 4.05 Weather Wise 4.35 Dawn 
1 5.05 Canton Venture _ 


J to Frm t anod m Pkrow) 
unrainwia course wlh sharp g em» , 

sS&sssgssiSB 

i: in: wbw hem 40 tae fe r u, doi Dam 

WST Tnit ArrtwvM iwsort) p35l Puntoi oewn 

i Crtetato'e Oown 60S) 

THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Wtoe 

4CE HUNNEf ffiApaaw gaShasbeens^ttS 

■ ham Bv pn StTOPStoe 


LADBROKE NOVICE HANDICAP 
, CHASE (CLASS E) £4,1 00 added 2m 5f 

2FCFJ 7NESHYMDHE(4J) MRWaiS CD DHogw 

3T2-5P CALLMEALBI{9B)(CD)MsLndad9BV7-MRUiaBtoV 

54-OC M0ZEM0(t3)(D)URps*D11 -C Mauds 

345-W RUTH'S BUY (19) Itos AEirtjUcos B t)2 RJotmon 

553-33 SCRIPT (42) JJsntasBBk. JOrtroras 

-22325 JOHN ROGBtfflJH Manners TIBQ Conan 

305P44 UUWUJGHT (Iq J Dubiee W to 0 PHanfyp) B 


WICK CONDmONALS SBiiNG 
\M> H'DLE (CLASS G) £2^75 2m If 

Dmrtpfl (ram « «» *^V?ToS5S 

l£ W«fl£ cm QHaomB 

SUN OAWNf«R ?S£i^ . « B * PhKw 

ewWhffPSSy** 1 -a-niZnB 

LtONOiWJHWoSjLi-J GSuSv 

OUUSUNfWDG^aaaa^MW-ra 

sssatwsssrrsR 

JL & KATIE MARITAL HURDLE 
j^s E) E3.000 added 3YO 2m U 

SSfSiSSi> 


2 

3 

4 
6 
8 
7 

ffiTTWG: Moaamo, 7-2 Cal Me AIM, 9-2 Tbs Shy {tabs, 7-1 Ecrfy. 
8-1 RuMrt Boy, 12-1 uoo.1 B09W. LareABhl 

ERIC BOAT NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
E) £3,000 added 2m 4f 

F5B ZHJBA E2B) (D) P OwntoOS 5 « C AThOMan 

2 00» WEATHrawtSECWSWQMtanefStlto-JftreBrm 

3 OQ FMBUUON PR) (IT) MPfy4 t)8— — - CMmto 

4 TSJRSUL LADY (FT4) Ifca B Gendvra 4 p 3 .^ D GNWohor 

5 40 «RWYlfSCHOtCE[W)P 081*8.403 -BFoton 

-SrieoWrad- 

BETTING: 8-11 2Mba, 3-1 FMwton, 10M0 WHUrarWIae, 33-1 Brawl 
LadKCvwytfaCMka 

) , kVl MORTON HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
(4.30 1 f) £3^500 added 2m 

1 3023-4 LASATA ai)(D)R Careen 12 H * 

2 GU-43U PWROF JACXSfta (QPIlBlPrtMeTtl rGtarajw 

3 J02PP- aOtgWaUtoCHtWttCDlJRfytoBMB nprtflg g 

4 31-041 GMBSH»fCD)BSEr*«B®B(7«). — GSo pptaW 

5 533S3P H MHMn WIN p1)(D) HUnw? to S-.^-g Craran 

6 8UW8 yCTWANTNaipO) (C)(P) PC8w*B n C«^ FBttor 
T P044P OMMrCHAffCECra)CTftH»*» n PHo9t f B 

-7 dwto*®" 

urorametwtt M. Throhandfcap^D ^a anee aN m 
BETnNGiM Mr W Jacks, 3-1 L MMa . M*”****^? 1 "* 14 

8*1 Daiw Ctano^ 16-1 IWwyAodisra.EIFfGorailW Lunch 

LADBROKE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £3,650 added 2m 4f 


5.05 


S55 SBffl3ftfflaSSST!’ , ^S3g 
ss gsaaassjM»«waTA«a 
M SSSSBlSSWi=== aSS 

1FODO VgtULAM WR8J -*»>**? 4C4 DGrfWjhw 

BETttlO:»-1CMdwVlrtare M8>^ tWCtdiealtaCMa«.7-f MW 


STRATFORD 


3.25 


HYPERION 

2.25 Auburn Boy 2J>5 Fataflste 3.25 Yubralee 
3,55 Shahranl 4J25 Galatasori Jane 4^5 
Johnny-K 


QOINGb Good (Good to Finn n places). 

• Left-hand axrse with 200yd run-in 

• Couree to SVY rt Saattord-on-Avon on A43SL Straftad station 
Vn ADMISSION: Club £13; 'fattereals Ea. Course W CAR PARK: 
tostoa course E2, reminder tree 

m LEADING TRAINERS: U Pipe 29 from 95 (305%), D Nichol- 
son '6-46 (32fi%): K BaUey W-72 (B4^); P Hobbs 12-62 (S4%); 
P NlchoOa 7-24 (292%,) 

• LEADING JOCKEY& A P McCoy 23 trorfi T06 pi.7TM; A 
Uagutre 22-09 (347%); N Wmiamean 17-103 (IS 5%); R John- 
son 11-57 (S31w) 

FAVOURITES: 1S7 wins from 443 races 
BLN4ERS) nRSTTHKE: None 
WM4ERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNtERS: CMcagoTs Best (355) has boon sent 
135 ntoaa by MCoorebe from Rad Dram 


RICHARDSON HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS D) £4350 added 2m If 1 1 0yds 

1 -im TUBRALE (USft) (11) P) (BF) UPpe5 CD.AP tfeCoy 

2 56-312 JAZZY REFRAIN (IB) (8F) LWfe 711 1 ft Maguire 

3 14-01 DUBHLE (F15) (D) J Kiig 7 00 JCufefy 

4 3*PP4 MBAN FBJN (12) P) R Hodgei 8 10 0 - - T Dasomtoa (3) 

-Adadual- 

Mnkmm wapM- foa rnro hardtop uwgfic todbn Run Sbi Bto. 
BETTWGt 11-8 YUnbn, 2-1 Jssqf Rohan. M. Dubefle, 16-1 Inrtan Run 


3.55 


WILLIAM HILL HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £3,700 added 2m Bf 110yds 

1 4-CO SHBHFF(«!)(^J>as612D- TJenta 

2 3434-2 SHAHRAM (10) M Rpe 5 11 4 — A P McCoy B 

3 0006- SWNG QUARTET (160) (CD) N TDafes 7 f>B-C Ueadyn 

4 2-5031 MAJOR'S LAW (tOf R anpeoi B 10 0 Altagufas 

5 f OUB Cf4C4a0SBe5rp9fQM<tarttoeCQAteUCDarato 

-Sdectored- 

6krdTKmweto*c fast Hue tenefcap mtgft AfyjrU Lae 8a iOb. Cfdco- 


BETTbiawStohrart, 11-4 Swing Owlet 4-1 Sharfft 92 UsferttaH 
14-i CMcagtfs But 


2J25 


WILMCOTE CLAIMING HURDLE 
(CLASS F) £2,600 added 2m 110yds 

» 7WBJ0frSLS>tU}<8F)UPpa5lni.. - APUcCqr 

i(DD)l1«ams , Otli3 -BPowt* 

(T2)MRBosfy5t)ia ILawmoca 


4.25 


34P-1P AUBURN BOY ftS (CD) ■ Mtams tl tl 13 
$ THOUAS CROWN 


4 33-U4P ALIOARA (29) (D) R H3&9S 5 to to TDBSCcoba( . 

5 UPD6- jtN0nSM»ETON0?EFBr}HMame36to7ADaiBqgp) 

6 EXQfy HQHEST ROOTS (5K) (W) D Whtlf 6 to 7 — WMaitonn 

-Cdsdared^ 

BernilGa 541toMgrt Sta« 04 Artaem Boy, 134 Akiapa, 12-1 Thranw 
Crown, 20-1 MthnoMDato Highest Roots 


ALDERMINSTEB NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS D) £4,950 added 3m 

1 1-FJtl GALATAStn JANE (19) 01) P Nctafc 7 11 5 -T J Murphy 

2 3RV1- BGJW(T7«(D)CMnmSBl2— JHqn($ 

3 ETTC2 COhWANCHE CRBDC P3) URpe7tt T2 APMcCOfS 

4 sztofr LAMOMDB£(1E9) CD) PHdbU6to12 ..CLtowaByn 

5 30P-45 LITTLE TMCTURE|9^(D)M9TU9imer7 to G G Upton 

-Sdadtorad- 

BEmNB: 54 Oatonaoil Jana. 2-1 Oan ra i a iB Creak, 138 La Hue Bern. 
»-1 Big Jkn, LUtoUnctura 


SHIPSTON-ON-STOUR HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £2,950 added 3YO 2m 110yds 

f 960001 FftTAUBTE (ffi) ( 13 ) U Ppa fl 3 A P McCoy 


2.55 


4.55 


V KCHYD-DA (Pt3)(D) UBklTI 3 7 -! AMagrtre 

C DWSTO N BEL ( 10) GBarab tl to — BRuart 


2 

4 A HAMUR^^m~£9to toC.77-TJMuirt9 

8 F UAJOftTWST (lo) Nlwakn-Daaas to D — CUaMSyn 

6 SfYSPfNGS1i4TB49fT(Rj9) John Barry t>5--BPo»*i 

-Bdidnd- 

BET7WG: 4-8 RWrtWa, T1-4 taciqd-Cto, 3-1 Ma|nr TMW, 16-1 Swaap- 
big Satantra, 2P-1 Itoa lkiw . 33-1 EhmatonBa 


CHARINGWORTH ‘NH’ NOVICE 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 3f 

1 000- ABOVESIiSPICX}N(2<3)CJBmas5toe JRKnanagh 

2 6P-FP KTWaJSWREPflPOsnwigsS tU2 -T Junta 

3 00- BiAJ(OBOV(NZ)|1B1)PHDfato5toe - A P McCoy 

4 tons- JOHMflHC (288) (BF) D Ncretoon 6 « C ..Attoguka 

5 05300 SCARLET RAMSLS1 (100) lASBHKrtgMBtoC JCuloiy 

6 0- TT4EMB15TOM£{178)CiXra&6toi2 G Upton 

7 Q4H)4 WELSH SPINNER (10) Us l MdCte Btoe. . Wlfenaon 

--7MW- 

BETT1NC: Hi JobroyK, 4-1 Scarier RwoUac 13-2 Bulks Boy. 6-1 Ubteb 
Sptawc 16-1 Above Sutfdoo. TTw UBtoona, HM Bto WBaNra 


s - f u t M e s m a r. k e t 


Festival Handicap (7f) 



Hone nrBmer.veWto 

Coral 

MBamHB 

LaArotaa 

Ibta 

No Extras (G L MoouBsOb! 

IM 

tt-1 

to-1 

to-i 

Ybrida George (L CurrmSsrOb) 

to-1 

to-1 

IM 

to-i 

Dancing knog© jl BakfoglBcttB)) 

14-1 

12-1 

to-i 

14-1 

Crompton KB [N Gaftam/3siilbl 

16-1 

16-1 

18-1 

16-1 

Noumsl iHAtetarcL95t5fcl 

18-1 

W-1 

16-1 

16-1 

Saflo (A Satev.TttTlhj 

14-1 

w-t 

W-l 

tS-T 

Faraway Lass (Lad Hurtngdan/Esl2b> 

20-1 

«-1 

W-1 

W-1 

tansbn Mule IG Ketawav.998bl 

20-1 

to-i 

20-1 

20-1 

Spectator [W Hag^lbh 

to-i 

141 

to-i 

20-1 

Swiss Law (J Goden.'Ssffl:) 

W-1 

2D-1 

to-i 

20-1 

Dogsan (R MOua&sBb'i 

M-1 

20-1 

20-1 

201 

Cosmic Prtaoe IM Jarv&fet7bi 

20-1 

20-1 

25-1 

201 

npmboyancaUFinBaweSH) 

25-1 

«-i 

to-i 

201 

Restmchn (Ita J CedVtetMD 

20-1 

20-1 

25-1 

201 

Vtaong Pracwtera P HamsTsHlty 

25-1 

16-1 

201 

201 

Jo Mel (T EastebyBaOb] 

25-1 

20-1 

25-1 

201 

WsypoW iR awttorvaaTtt.i 

201 

25-1 

20-1 

25-1 

KfyvM Ws A PeneateCI)) 

20-1 

20-1 

33-1 

33-1 

Khxtaaq (W R toroTsnrb/ 

25-1 

20-t 

ZM 

33-1 

! MB- 39 eons. 30 can run EacfHwirsraerforniodOLphcas. 1.2,3 , 4 (Ascot S&udfy j 


Sunday Special Handicap (lm 4f) 

• 

ttaso (lairiET/«i0M) 

Coral 

WOeaiHiB 

' Ladbrokes 

Eta 

ManaklMPrasawasSb) 

•4-1 

7-1 

7-1 

tfaubtU 

RUyma (LCunanTsrttto) 

6-1 

7-1 

01 

41 

Arctic CM (J FtafrweRstau 

14-1 

0-1 

14-1 

141 

Beeuchmp Jade (H CandytisSb) 

14-1 

14-1 

8-1 

toi 

Harttaga (J Gcsdert7srChl 

VI 

VI 

M-1 

141 

Honourable (J W IMamiBsti 

12-1 

to-i 

14-1 

141 

Song Of Freedom U GosdE»v7aBW 

14-1 

to-i 

12-1 

7-1 

■taunt (Dttorfy,7srt1b| 

14-1 

14-1 

to-1 

141 

Rokafay Bate (1 Bddrg/8S8fcl 

16-1 

IM 

W-1 

141 

Triple lap (J GosttoiBsnti) 

C-l 

VI 

toi 

161 

lykafvor (La* Hemes/BsiBb) 

16-1 

16-1 

16-1 

W-1 

Better Piter (ItaAPbiwtteSb) 

to-i 

«-i 

toi 

201 

Oaata awjbnibtawoi 

w-1 

20-1 

tot 

toi 

iSrade Kkt (J GD5dMV7afib) 

B-1 

tot 

201 

toi 

Nabhaen (D Morfy.9sl5W 

to-i 

toi 

201 

201 

Safenon Leddar IP CcteSsnOb] 

201 

20-1 

201 

201 

WMmdapM (lad Itataedoa7«i0bl 

25-1 

201 

W-1 

261 

1 m-Xtrtoes My 20 can run the nkt, places. J. 

2£4jfertSunfy0'-wfisu) j 


1998 2,000 Guineas Stakes (Im) 


Hone planer) 

Cart 

WBanHfl 

Ladbrokes 

Tbte 

Daggers Drawn (H Ced) 

7-1 

6-1 

6-1 

81 

Uig Of Kbigs (A Otaan/H) 

B-1 

61 

8-1 

7-1 

Central RerafPCDte) 

lOl 

lOl 

lOl 

7-1 

Second Empire (A P OBnenflH) 

8-1 

10-1 

81 

7-1 

Kaar (A Febrafft) 

lOl 

B-1 

81 

10-1 


Each-trey a garter «*& plae« J. 2 3 fltauruifer &tunfy 2. *fy) 


RACING RESULTS 


KEMPTON 

2.0O: 1. ELSURUH (J Real) 3-1: 2. 
Inchttoa 7-1 ; 3. Vtonabf 2-1 fav 14 ran. 11 .. 
7*. (Saeed bin Sreoor). Tote: EA50; CZStt 
Cl 70, ri5a . OF: case csr-. C22.m Tito: 
£1450 kfl: Nbsmewmevt 

TIKh 1.TAVHRWHR SOaETYfG Carter) 
S-2: 2, Manrusta 10-1 ; 3. Golden Hawk tVt 
17 ran. 94 fav J3aam C5th) 2.3 IR Arm- 
5BOngV Tote: £620. ETK1. E3.7Q C27Q DP: 
C296a CSF: £4585. Tno. «U.1Q 

3.00: 1 . MYRTLE QUEST (T Sprake) vt- 
1 ; 2. Polish Rhythm 12 1;3- Venl VkJi Vid 
7-1 |t fav: 4. Sis Garden 16- 1 17 ran. 7-1 
It fav Matoaka (BttiL 7*. (H Charlton). Thto: 
WBtfc £4* £390 £190 £490 DP; £15190 
CSF- £16385 TncaaC £W649 TMo: £29880 
NR: Prime Light 

3-30: 1. FERNY HILL (SSanderel 5-2: 2. 
Moon Blast *>- »; 3. Me Of Man 6-1 6 ran. 
7-4 tav Awesome Wefc (Slh). '!>. hd. [M 
Piescottl Tote: £340. £150 £300 DF. 
£1430 CSF E23.1L 

4.00: T. DISTINCTIVE DREAM (R 
Cotfirane)ii-i:ZDoniiamMr7-ii3.LBw- 
died 6-1 tov. 15 ran. hK 2 (K Ivory) Tote: 
£1650: £420. £390. £190 DF- £8390 CSF- 
£8088 Tncasr E4T7.« Trio: £102.11 
490: 1. CARtSOTOOKE (K Fatal) H -10 
fav: 2 SabadDIa 5-1; 2 Tome Valley 7-4. 
10 ran. O 2 7.. (H Cedj Tfate: £290; EttoL 
FtKX niO DF. £440. CSF- £6.75 Trio: C120. 

5-00- 1. TALLULAH BELLE U Wtever) 
B-i : 2 Arreuy KM ; 3. Mtaato rt ma o-t ; 4. 
Htorton Agenda -M-l 20 rea S-2 fav Keep- 
sate 6 •/'. (N Lrttmodan). Tote: £660; Ci90 
£380 £330, £440 DF: £8780 CSF: EB131 
Tncast £90923 Tim. £28770 
Jackpot No! won Pod d C65Z891 earned 
torward to Nottngham today. 

Placepot CB460. Ouadpot: £3490 
Place 6: 00570 Place 5: £7635 

LEICESTER 

2.20: 1.ZURS fH MulBnj 7-1,2. Smartar 
Charter KM: 3. Samara Song 4-1 tav. 20 
ran.1V-.nk. (J Pouitm). Tote: CTL50. £350 
£290 £150 DF: £3630 CSF: £7045 Tno: 
£5330 

250: 1. RABI |R Htel 1-6 tav: 2. De- 
mollUan Jo KM: 3. Vocation t3-2 3 ran. 
5 21 (E Diriop). Tote: Elia DF: C32D CSF: 
£334 

390: 1. RARE TALENT [A Mackay 13-1, 
2. Ron’s Rouid 8-1 ;3. Bright Fbwrtton in 
tav 14 ran. Hd. 3 (M Chamon) Ibtec £300: 
£140 £300 £160 DF. CtoKl CSF- £3444 
Trio: £2050 NRs- Kaknoofid. htadges Pbl 
350: 1. SWANMORE LADY (RRrenchl 
12-1:2. Dekelamafy B-i: 3. Dekrtana KM. 
14 raa 9-2 tav Quiz Show Hd. I'k (S 
WMamsV Tote: £2160: ESOO C290 £320 
' DF: £5860 CSF: £B2» Tricaa £7052aTno- 
£17070 NR: Artoenlg. After a Btewards' r- 
qury. pteo'nge unaltered. 

420: 1. PETITE DAHSEU8E (F Lynch) 
4-1 tav; 2. Mystical 7-1; 3. Nervous Rax 
20-1 21 ran. 2. 2. (C DwyerV Tote: £400; 


£240 ££80 £9 IQ DF: CT720 CSF: £2917 
Trio: £30960 MT" Doubte 

450: 1.ANSELLMAN [CLovrthet) 13-2: 
2. Another Batchwarth 14-1 ; 3. Ybut^ Ban 
25-1 15 ran. 5-1 fav Rich Glow Hd, % (J 
Berry). Una: £900; £250. £650 £350 DF- 
n012a CSF: C940G Tncast 023834. Trio: 
£37540 

P/acepot £S22Q Ouadpot: £10150. 
Place 6: £32799. Place 5: £11774 

HEREFORD 

2.10: 1. INFAMOUS (A P McCoy) 4-9 lair; 
2. Ember £5-1; 3. Indian Nectar PO-1 13 
ran. I Tl (R OSuBvan) Tbte: £150: CUO 
£1400 C34Q DF: E22.K1 CSF: £2370 Trio: 
£10250 

5140: 1. PCAS-HENDY (M Griffiths) K4 
fav. 2. QBhrer DiKkatt Tl-1; 3. Fbnwidt 6-1 
ID ran. £6 FfltehL TM&- £3 70; £18Q £5*1 
C230 DF: £7860 CSF: £3358 Tncast 
£18594 Tno: £12320 

3.10; 1.QNA4Y TOES (MAHcidEWOrihl 
92: 2. Name of Our Father 94 tav; 3. 
BaUndbo CO30. B ran. Z (R Froa) Totes 
£600; £120 £120 CiTO DF: £070 CSF: 
£1523. Tricast: £3000 Trio: £450 NR: Ekight 
Sapprtre. 

340s 1 . IMPETUOUS LADY (J FtosQ 12-1 : 
2. Margi Boo 4-1; 3. Northern Dnans 7-\ 
16 ran. B-4 tav Flagstaff ty.. 37:. (R FrosQ 
Tote; £200; C5JCL £2.10 £270 DF- £4640 
CSF: C7034 Tno: Not won. 

4.10: 1. PERSIAN VIEW (MrR Utaktey) 
to- 1;2. Have A Brandy 6-4 fav; 3. Klnlogh 
Gate 6-t 8 ran. 34 2‘k. fK Bafey) Tote: 
£ 2 2 2 0 : £350 £110 £160 DF: £1590 CSF. 
£4365 Tncast: £i6637. 

A40- 1. A S JMM (E Husband) TT-2; 2 
Pautaxi 2-1 tar, 3. Crown And COaWon 14-1 
9 ran. 7. 27s. (O ONefy Tbte: £720: EtSO 
£150 £350. DF: £2220 CSF: EteTt. Tncast: 
&553Q THo- £12930 WT: Lord Mbogen. 

Ptacepob £11060 Ouadpot: CS100 

Place 6: £5731 Place 5: E366& 
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Parnevik is happy to play the king of comedy 


f/ r 


ell to 


.look 


A sporting eccentric or a 
man at ease with himself 
and his game? Andy Farrell 
talks to one of the 
European Ryder Cup 
players who is expected 
to excel in Vaiderrama. 


There is a considerable body of 
evidence thai suggests Jespcr 
Parnevik is 100 per cent bark- 
ing mad. Writer Hagen may 
have gone around smelling the 
ruses, but you get the impres- 
sion this Swede would not only 
smell them and talk to them, but 
crush the petals into a juice to 
be taken at breakfast along 
with his volcanic dust and. 
maybe, a croissant. 

Hagen's approach to the 
game was recalled in a recent 
column in this aewspaper by 
Ken Jones. “The notion that 
games aren't necessarily fun is 
pathetic and. sadly, a feature of 
vicarious parental involve- 
ment.” Jones wrote. Talk to 
Parnevik about his life as a 
golfer and the word that crops 
up most often is fun. 

This is something he cer- 
tainly gets from his father. Bo 
Parnevik is a famous comedian 
in Sweden, a cross between 
Mike Yarwood and Tommy 
Cooper. Exposed to the funny 
ha-ha side of life from an ear- 
ly age. Jesper has never been 
afraid to explore the funny pe- 
culiar aspect of the world either. 
After Bo look up golf, his son 
found the perfect outlet for his 
wondering and wandering 
mind. 

The anecdotes are well 
chronicled. Parnevik believes in 
reincarnation, meditates while 
the dawn breaks over the ocean 
near his home in South ftrim 
Beach. Florida. He eats volcanic 
sand to cleanse his system, has 
had his blood analysed by ra- 
diation, uses stroboscopic glass- 
es. has bad his metal fillings 
replaced with ceramic ones to 
reduce mercury levels and has 
been a pupil of the Russian 
philosopher- who is Mikhail 
Gorbachev's mentor. 


Of course, the most public 
demonstration that he is not 
your regular golfing pro comes 
in bis retro, non-colour co- 
ordinated clothing and the cap 
with its upturned peak. Parnevik 
was practising in Honda one 
winter and wanted to get a tan. 
He almost won his next tour- 
nament and the tradition has 
stuck. He planned to get a spe- 
cial Ryder Cup version made. 

"Any image is a good one,' 1 
Parnevik says. “Maybe there 
isn't that much to write about in 
the golfing world. I don't mind 
at alL If anyone can have fun on 


but not quite managed iL At 
Troon, his g&ine was not ail 
there and the putts which held 
his challenge together for three 
days refused to drop as they did 
for Justin Leonard at the finale. 

The 32-year-old Swede's ad- 
miration for golfs oldest crown 
is undiminished by his ordeals 
at Thun and, three years ear- 
lier, at Turnbeny. “The Open 
is the absolutely best tourna- 
ment ever, I think, It is the way 
they build the grandstands. 
There is no other tournament 
that do it that way. There is this 
tunnel down the ISth fairway. 


ray behalf I'm happy. All those ■ When you get the applause 
things started with a small thing and the cheers it is almost over- 


and they have been building up. 
It goes in cycles. You get really 
hooked on something and try it 
ouL but a few months later you 
don't want to 


do anything at 
all. I've been 
quite normal 
the last couple 
of months." 

Some of the 
stories have 
been perpetrat- 
ed by his one- 
time coach, 

Olaf Skipper. It 
was ' Skipper 
who got Par- 
nevik to visu- 
alise a shot by 

imagining green Parnevik: ‘If anyone can 
peas in orbit have fun on my behalf 
falling into a I’m happy* 


via 


hole. 

After the Open Champi- 
onship at Royal Troon, wbere for 
the second time Parnevik nar- 
rowly missed becoming the first 
Swede to win a major. Skipper 
suggested the full moon had 
contributed to his downfall. “I 
read that," Parnevik said. “That 
was taking it a little bit to the ex- 
treme. I'm not really into that. 
We don't work together that 
much any more.” 

But Parnevik has done work 
aplenty in America, improving 
his ball-striking and his putting. 
When be was based in Europe, 
he used to hate putting on ul- 
tra-fast greens. Now he loves iL 
He has come dose to winning 


whelming. When you hole a 
putt, the roars are a hundred 
times higher than anywhere 
else. It's great. 

“I don’t look 
back with any 
regrets, I just 
think, once it 
finally happens, 
it is going to 
feel so much 
better. A lot of 
people ask me 
if I am disap- 
pointed that l 
have not won 
this year. I can't 
be. I’ve had ray 
best year ever. I 
know Pm go- 
iyone can ing to have 

f behalf years which are 

a lot, lot worse 
and I'll dream 
about having a year like this.” 

Parnevik is at a loss to ex- 
plain his rise into the world's top 
20. “Golf is so easy when you 
are doing well. it’s unbelievable. 
When I won the Lancdme Tro- 
phy last year I was wondering: 
‘What is everyone else doing?’ 
All you have to do is hit the fair- 
way, hit the green and malm the 
putt. No problem. 

“It is when you are struggling, 
that’s the real test about bow you 
can handle yourself. The really 
first-class players, when they 
are struggling, they are still try- 
ing bard and they are not com- 
plaining about this, blaming 
others and all that. They just try 


to fight bade. Those guys are the 
true champions. 

“I've thought about it a few 
times -with Tiger [Woods]. I 
think he sends the wrong mes- 
sage to the teenagers some- 
times. You know, when he 
finished second at Pebble Bead) 
and he said: ‘Second sucks - all 
I want to do is win'. If you play 
for that reason, you are going 
to be disappointed a Iol 

“But there is something else 
that drives you, has to drive you. 
If you do it because you truly en- 
joy doing it then all the rekiilS 
will come. But if you try to do 
it the other way round— It’s like 
when you are a kid, you never 
stop playing - not because you 
think at 30 you're going to be a 
millionaire, you stand there and 
chip and putt for hours just be- 
cause you think it is so much fun. 

“I think golf is the best game 
ever invented. I look at all oth- 
er games and nothing comes 
near to golL l think h is one of 
the last true games. AO other 
games these days almost force 
you to cheat as much as you can 
without getting caught No one 
in golf ever has that thought go- 
ing through their mind. Guys 
who have never seen golf can- 
not believe if you are in t be 
woods and you have the chance 
to win 5200,000, why don’t you - 
move your ball a little biL No 
one can see you. No one would 
know, but it never happens.” 

Many of Parti evik's country- 
men did not think they would 
ever see two Swedes in the Ry- 
der Cup team, a consequence of 
which is full television coverage' 
for the first time. “A lot of peo- 
ple in Sweden have never seen 
golf before and they watch the 
British Open and they can't be- 
lieve how nerve-wracking il is to 
watch and bow exciting. 

“They think it is a pretty bor- 
ing sport aod nothing really hap- ' 
pens, but when they actually 
watch it, they realise it is a lot 
of fun. I rememberwaichingtbe 
Ryder Cup at Kiawah and it was 
so tense you did not want to 
leave the TV" Parnevik, you can 
be sure, wfl] be enjoying himself 
this week: ‘ 
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Europe's Ryder Cup stalwart Nick Faldo tries out Vakferrama% fifth hole yesterday. 
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Photograph: David Ashdown 
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TENNIS: CQ M PAQG RAN D SLAM CUP 


MOTOR RAC ING 


Rusedski puts points before prize money 


Williams quietly Confident of success 


The $6m Compaq Grand Slam 
Cup starts today, with Britain'S 
Greg Rusedski among the 16 
participants laughing all the 
way to the bank. John Roberts 
reports from Munich. 


Finally, in its eighth year, the Compaq 
Grand Slam Cup has found a place in 
the calender closer to the four major 
championships it represents. The fret 
that the dollarfesi now coincides with 
the Munich Oktobcrfest is incidental, 
although a number of the players here 
appeared lo make some reference to 
liangover. This, on second hearing, 
turned out lo be Hanover, the venue 
of the ATP Tour Championship. 

The players, while happy to take a 
share of the $rtm (£4m) on offer in Mu- 
nich. continue to view the largess of the 
Grand Slam Cup as smalt beer com- 
pared to the prestige of contesting next 
month's eight-man ATP Tour finale. 

Greg Rusedski, who qualified to 
make his debut in the Olympic Hull to- 
day by advancing lo the Untied States 
Open final and the Wimbledon quar- 
ter-finals, typifies the general attitude. 
“If I do wed at the Slam Cup, it's great," 
the British No l said, “but if I don’t I’m 
not going to he disappointed, because 
the indoor season on the main Tour is 
much more important to me.*' 

In December lttsi year, Oxford’s Tim 
Henman broke a holiday to travel to 
Munich as an alternate, found himself 
in the competition and left with 
$431,250 after losing to Boris Becker 
in the semi-finals. En route, Henman 
eliminated Michael Stich and MaiTVai 
Washington. 


Rusedski. 1 guaranteed S 100.000 even 
if he loses his first-round match against 
Australia's Todd Woodbridge. has de- 
cided to invest his prize money in a new 
apartment in London. “For me,” he 
said, “the Grand Slam Cup is something 
nice, fo be able to compete with the top 
16 players in the world. But I would 
rather be in HanoveT for the last eight 
I think that's the main goal for any play- 


“There are no points involved in the 
Grand Slam Dip,” Rusedski added. 
“You can make a lot of money, but the 
most important thing is trying to get in 
the top eight in the world to get to the 
ATP World Championships. I’ve a 
good opportunity if I can play well in 
the indoor season.” 

With seven weeks remaining. 
Rusedski, currently ranked No 10 in the 


world, is in 12th position in the season- 
long race for Hanover. While declar- 
ing the ATP Tour finals his priority, 
Rusedski needs no reminding that the 
fast court in Munich offers wealth along 
with a new experience to a player with 
his huge serve. Moreover, he has 
learned much from his progress at the 
US Open. 

“After the US Open, everybody 
said I was going to lose in the first round 
in Bournemouth Jon slow clay),” 
Rusedski said. “1 had to go there hun- 
gry. If J hadn’t gone there hungry, I 
don't think I would, have made the 


semis. 

“Mentally competing - being in 
there, every point, every match - 
makes the difference between getting 
to the top and not. I mean, look at Pat 
Rafter, the way be competes so well. 


MUNICH MONEY MAKERS 


THE COMPAQ GRAND SLAM CUP 


Winner St5m (Elm) 


Rumer-up $750000 

SemMinaBsts .$425000 


Quarter-finalists $250,000 


TODAY’S FIRST ROUND (12.0 BST) 
C Piofine (Ft) v F DewuJf (Bel) 

Y Kafelnikov (Rus) v S Bruguera (Sp) 
M Bios (Chile) v -M Wbodforde (Aus) 
G Rusedski (03) vT Wbodbridge (Aus) 


First-round losers $100000 


Alternates (2) $50000 each 

Bonuses - $1m ($250000 to the winner 
of each Grand Stem who participates) 
- $500000 Pete Sampras (Australian 
Open and Wimbledon), $250000 Gus- 
tavo Kuerten (French Open), $250000 
Patrick Rafter (United States Open). 

In addition, $2m is donated amuely by 
the tournament to the Grand Siam De- 
velopment Fund, which is administered 
by the International Tennis Federation 
for the growth of the sport 


TOMORROW (124)) 

T Muster (Aut) v P Rafter (Aus) 

B Becker (Ger) v J Bjorkman (Swe) 
P Korda (Cz Rep) v G Kuerten (Bra) 
P Sampras (US) v F Mantilla (Sp) 


yesterday with an 


sfc, who withdrew 
tendon injury 


Previous winners: 1996: B Becker; 
1995: G Ivanisevic (Croa); 1994: M Lars- 
son (Swe); 1993: P Korda; 1992: M 
Stich (Ger); 1991: D Wheaton (US); 
1990: P Sampras (US). 


That's what got him to win a Grand 
Slam. Just by competing, you improve 
your game and yon improve your con- 
fidence. It makes a huge difference.” 

Woodb ridge, half of the world's top . 
doubles team, lost to Pete Sampras in 
the Wimbledon singles semi-finals, 
6-2, 6-1. 7-6. • ' 

Although disappointed not to be on 
the winning side in last weekend's Davis 
Cup semi-final against the United 
States in Washington DC, Woodbridge 
took pride in the way be arid his com- 
patriot Mark Wtoodforde defeated the 
brilliant Sampras and Todd Martin in 
the doubles rubber. 

“I think today’s match was the an- 
swer to those people who say we don’t 
play against the best players in doubles,” 
Woodbridge said. 

It may be remembered that Wood- ' 
bridge, one of a minority of players who 
are less than 6ft tall, defeated Rused- 
sld. 6-1. 6-2, in the second round of the 
Stella Artois Championships on the 
lawns of Queen’s Club last year. . 

After that match, the Australian dis- 
cussed his ability to turn opponents’ 
strengths against them. “I was lucky to 
get out of the first game," be conced- 
ed. “I just bung together, and from then 
on l returned well and nullified his- 
weapon [Rusedski's serve]. Everything 
else in my game is better, and I think 
that showed. 

“Unfortunately, on certain days 
you can’t beat these guys,” he added. 
“They serve too big and take a swing 
at your serves and their returns go in.” 

As well as losing the match that day, 
Rusedski had some of his tennis cloth- 
ing stolen from the locker-rooms. He . 
seems far less vulnerable nowadays, on 
and off the court. . . 


Jacques Villeneuve has 
dosed the gap in-the' " 
drivers' championship to 
one point. His team ■' 
believes he can do it^ but 
the man he is charing is 
Michael Schumacher. 
Derick ABsop reports. from 
Zeltweg, Austria. 


The sideshow has been dosed, 
aQ other distractions removed, 
and now Formula One has the 
prospect of a championship fi- 
nale to concentrate the mind 
and lift the souL . 

A couple of races back it 
seemed Michael Schumach- 
er’s course to a third title was 
irresistible, the challenge of 
Jacques Villeneuve and his 
Willi ams-Renault rendered 
almost impotent. 

However* the Austrian 
Grand Prix here has changed 
the complexion of the season, 
Vfflenenve’s victory and Schu- 
macher's stop-go penalty re- 
ducing the gap between them 
to a mere one point, with three 
rounds rem aining. 

The German is undeniably 
the outstanding talent among 
these travelling troubadours, 
but he has to produce his 
most inspired performances to 
counter the rejuvenated VB- 
I en euve- Williams double act, 
and even then it might not be 
enough to offset the obvious in- 
feriority of the Ferrari. 

They barely have time to 


draw breath before stepping 
out on thestage again in Sun- 
/ day’s Luxembourg Grand 
Prix, a convenient label for an 
event at the Nurbuigring. in 
Schumacher’s home country. 
Whether he will enjoy home 
advantage in his -100th FI ap- 
pearance is another matter. 

Villeneuve won there last 
year and confidently antici- 
pates a similar superiority 
this time. His team expect him 
to remain in the ascendancy 
also at Suzuka and Jerez. 

. “We should be strong in 
- these last three races,” Frank 
Williams said. look to be 
in pretty good shape-now,” 

Williams are gratified they 
have sharpened their com- 
petitive edge - theynow have 
a 12-point lead over Ferrari in 
the constructors’ champion- 
ship - and that Villeneuve has 
apparently recovered his com- 
bative zeal after a number of 
lacklustre offerings. 

Patrick Head, Williams’ 
tedink^cfireclac,sakt‘ r Wearo 
reasonably confident of winning 
the constructors’ champion- 
ship, bm I woukls^tte drivers’ 
championship is going to be a 
fight We started with everyone 
telling us bow good our car was, 
but then came a period when 
it maybe. wasn’t so good and 
Hockenheim was the nadir, 
when we thought we had sen- . 
ous problems. 

• '“We had. to get focused 
and get sorted' out and have 
now got ourselves' back -in a 
. fighting position, but I still ren . 


gard it as tough. One point Is 
enough to be behind Michael 
Schumacher because be never 
gives up, however difficult his 
car might be. So we still regard 
it as a bit of a straggle between 
now and the end of die season. 

“Even if we qualify in front 
of him we can’t afford to take 
anything for granted because 
in races his lap times are very 
competitive. In this race, for 
instance, had it not been for 
theyeliow flag he would have 
been maybe second. He is a 
formidable opponent." 

Schumacher demonstrated 
not only his familiar speed and 
car control here, but also the 
basic instincts of a fighter in 
the face of adversity. Head be- 
lieves that in VlUeoeuve 
Williams have a man out of 
the same mould. 

“Every team needs to be 
led by a fighter and Jacques 
has proved he is equal to the 
task,” Head said. “In qualify- 
ing be was a fair way back, 
then pulled off pole position. 
He put the hammer down and 
got the job done. He has a lot 
of spirit and fight. He will not 
give anything up easily. ** 

Schumacher's team-mate, 
Eddie Irvine, suggests Ville- 
neuve should make the most 
of his opportunity this season. 
.“The Ferrari will be better 
next season,” Irvine said, “and 
no one will be able to unj.ii 
Michael then” . 

REMAINING GRANDS PHDt Lux- 
onbourg (Nutturgmg, Gw; 28 Sep- 
Mrrfaar); Japan (Suzuka, 12 October;; 
Europe (Jarez, Sp, 26 October! 


r* ' mt 

-mMi 




f'lGES 




- ; "**>•*« ****> 


HARRIS. TEACHES 
PADDLES FOR 



•*•*9 . 


rift. 


* ’i-Oa * 


•" - fa*'- a 
•■**•#**■«■ 


l L m " 











31/SPORT 


THE INDEPENDENT 
WEDNESDAY 
23 SEPTEMBER 1*»97 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


L 


Farrell to lead 
new-look 


■V 


Great Britain have put 
the missing pieces into 
place for their Test 
series against Australia 
this autumn — to 
universal approval. 

Dene Hadfkdd reports. 


The Great Britain side pul any 
recent uncertainties on to the 
hack burner with the unveiling 
yesterday of a new kit, a new 
sponsor, a new member of the 
coaching staff and a captain who 
is not completely fresh to the job. 

To. nobody's surprise, Andy 
Farrell retains the job of lead- 
ing Great Britain in the Test se- 
ries against Australia in 
November. “T learned a lot 
captaining Great Britain in 
New Zealand last year and I'm 
still learning at Wigan, where 
I’m still only in my first full sea- 
- son as captain," FarreU said. 

It is a mark of his status as 
' i a player that he seems to have 
v ’ been leading sides by example 
if not always by name forever, 
although he is still only .22. " 

“1 won’t have to ask anything 
of him.” the Great Britain 
coach. Andy Gbodway, said. 
“He will go out there and do 
what he always does by show- 
ing everyone else the way. Andy 
is a complete player and one of 
the best three in the world." 

Goodway did not dismiss 
suggestioas that FarreU, a com- 
manding loose forward for 
Wigan, might he needed at 
stand-off for Great Britain. 
“Stand-off is a key position 
and I will have to look at all the 
options.** Goadway said. 

Goodway also acquired the 
final member of his coaching 
team, the vastly experienced 


Test player Daryl Powell, who 
has been appointed support 
coach for the series. 

PowelTs own Tbst career only 
ended last year in New 7w»bnrt, 

since when be has briefly Sampled 
coaching with Keighley only to 
be drafted across to Leeds as part 
of the rescue package for the 
First Division dub. 

He commands great respect 
among the current generation 
of international players and 
Goodway sees his role as liais- 
ing between those players and 
management “There will come 
times when they don’t want me 
around and Daryl will be the 
ideal link,” Goodway said. 

Farrell and his team-mates 
will wear a re-designed kit bear- 
ing the imprint of British Gas. 
After the problems the game 
has experienced recently in get- 
ting and keeping sponsors, the 
decision of a high-profile na- 
tional company to come on 
board was greeted with delight 
at the announcement in 

Great Britain were without 
a sponsor on last year’s loss- 
making tour and Super League 
has lost the backing of Stones 
for next season, so the acquisi- 
tion of British Gas— and the fact 
that two other companies were 
in the bidding- suggests to the 
League’s chief executive, Mau- 
rice Lindsay, that there could be 
a knock-on effect that will ben- 
efit other areas of the game. 

An official application has 
been made to the Australian 
Rugby League for the release 
of Gary Connolly and Jason 
Robinson for the Ifest series, 
while Australia have given a due 
to their thinking by n aming the 
Cmnulla scrum-half Paul Green 
in their side to play New 
Zealand this Friday. 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL 


Dilfer dispatches Dolphins 
to keep Tampa Bay on top 


Tampa Bay on Sunday won the 
local ilcrby in Florida against 
Miami to remain one of three 
unbeaten teams in the Nation- 
al Fbolhall League. The Buc- 
caneers beat the Dolphins 31-21 
lor their fourth victory'- Denver 
and New England have also yet 
to k*e. 

Miami had won four or the 
previous Inc meetings against 
Tampa Bay hut their defence 
' hud mi answer to Trent Dilfer. 
The quarterback achieved four 
touchdown passes as the Bue- 
. cancers remained a game ahead 
- of Green Bay Packers in the 
NFC Central Division. 

Green Bay. Super Bowl 
champions, hud to survive an in- 
tense second-half fightback by 
Minnesota to win 3f>-32. Bren 
Favre threw five touchdown 
passes lor the Packers, who 
had led 31-7 at half-time. 

One team who failed to stop 
a comeback was Indianapolis, 
who are without a win. The 
Colts surrendered a 26-point ad- 
vantage to lose in Buffalo 37-35 
us the Bills running back An- 
ii wain Smith rushed for 129 
yards and three touchdowns. 

Denver stayed on top of Ibc 
NFC West with :» 38-20 triumph 
in u-r Cmdnnaii at Mile High Sta- 


dium as John Elway had three 
scoring passes, while the New 
York Jets blocked a field goal at- 
tempt with Ray Mickens picking 
up tiie ball and returning it 72 
yards for a touchdown in a 23- 
22 home win over Oakland. 

Baltimore won for the third 
lime by overwhelming the Oil- 
ers in Ibnnessee 36-10. The 
Ravens quarterback, Vinny Tfes- 
taverde, finished with 318 yards 
passing and three scoring strikes. 

New England remain unde- 
feated with a 31-3 dismissal of 
Chicago at Foxboro Stadium. 
Drew Bledsoe’s two touchdown 
throw and five Patriot sacks of 
quarterback Rick Mirer con- 
demned the Bears to their 
fourth defeat. The Kansas City 
Chiefs intercepted Kerry 
Collins, of Carolina Panthers, 
four times and forced him to 
fomhle once in an impressive 
35-14 win at Ericsson Stadium. 

Mike Ditka won his first 
game as the coach of New Or- 
leans when the Saints humbled 
Detroit 35-17 in Louisiana. The 
St Louis Rants won their second 
game with a 13-3 triumph over 
New York Giants, while Seat- 
tle scored in the final minute to 
defeat San Diego 26-22 and San 
Francisco saw off Atlanta 34-7. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


American football 

Ulcvur^AQ 3? Nfhiv Octawfl 35 Detro# IT. Ngf 
I r*|i«rel31 0*c,-*jc 3 . NY 
IL&C 36 feracue «. 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFBRENCE 

EASTERN DWtSKJN 

W L T Pf « 

NwCn 1 2 S S flO 

my I** 2 r o no w 

. 2 c D n 77 


BOXING 



Chris Eobank announced his return to the ring yesterday by turning up in a juggernaut to the London press 
conference. The former World Boating Organisation middleweight and super-middleweight champion will 
challenge Mark Prince for his WBO Inter-Continental fight-heavyweight tide at Sheffield Arena on II 
October. His new promoter, Frank Warren, has offered him a 10-fight deal and if he beats Prince, he may 
challenge the winner of the Dariusz Mrchalcewski- Nicky Piper WBO world tide fight in Hanover on Saturday 
week. Eubank said that his cash problems - he owed American Express £120,000 - have been sorted out 

Photograph: Ben Curtis/PA 


RUGBY UNION 


SAILING: WHITBREAD ROUND-THE-WO RLD RACE 

Swedish yachts take early lead in round-the-world race 


After a thrilling' high-speed 
start dodging the huge specta- 
tor fleet in the Solent, the 10 
yachts in the Whitbread race 
were yesterday struggling to go 
round Ushanton the north-west 
comer of France. 

It took them just 11 houre to 
complete the first 200 miles, 
pushed along by fresh south- 
easterly breezes, but then 


conditions went light and they 
bundled up on the French side 
of the Channel. 

Back in the lead was the 
man who led the charge out 
past the Needles, America's 
Paul Cayard. in one of the two 
Swedish EF yachts, though as 
dawn broke yesterday his part- 
ners in the all-women boat 
skippered by Christine Guillou 


had briefly taken over that 
role. 

Cayard's navigator, Mark 
Rudiger, was bluntly honest 
saying the one that gets the 
lucky puff of wind pulls ahead. 

In second place Grant Dal- 
ton reported that they had a big 
lump of seaweed round the 
keel at a time overnight wheD 
they were going too fast to 


ICE HOCKEY 


CYCLING 


Manchester go down a storm Prudential backing Milk Race 


Superleague dubs went on a goal 
rampage against National 
League sides to further empha- 
sise the gulf in the British game. 

Manchester Storm, New- 
castle Cobras and Cardiff Dev- 
ils all inflicted heavy losses on 
lesser rivals to give an even 
more one-sided appearance to 
the Benson and Hedges Cup 
qualifying groups. 

Storm crushed ftisley Pirates 
J5-0 in from of another 6.000- 
plus crowd at the Nynex Arena. 
Doraenic Maliais and Mike 
Morin each scored hat-tricks. 

Also in Group A. Telford 
Tigeiswere no match for New- 
castle Cobras, losing 13-1. 
fa rmin g Vani and Justin Du- 
be rman helped themselves to 
hat-tricks, while Telford bad to 
wait until the last period for 
Claude Dumas to score. 


Ayr Scottish Eagles inflicted 
a second defeat of the weekend 
on Superieague rivals Sheffield 
Steelers 4-2, while Cardiff Dev- 
ils continue to set the pace in 
Group B. Doug McEwen, Vfezio 
Sacialini and Ivan Matulik eadi 
scoring twice in the 9-2 defeat 
of Slough Jets. 

Nottingham Panthers’ 3-1 
win at Bracknell Bees was un- 
usual in that all the goals were 
scored in the first period. 

Basingstoke Bison recorded 
a 6-2 win at National League Pe- 
terborough Pirates. Six differ- 
ent players were on the marie for 
Basingstoke, but last season's 
strvgglers still look unlikely to 
mount a serious challenge for 
honours this time round. 

In the Autumn Trophy, Fife 
Flyers came from behind for a 
6-5 win at Lancashire Hawks. 


The Milk Race has finally found 
a new sponsor in life assurance 
company Prudential after four 
years of trying to find replace- 
ment financial backing. 

The nine-day race, which al- 
ready has a slot in the interna- 
tional calendar for next year, has 
been the showpiece event in 
British cycling for more than 25 
years. It is scheduled to run 
from May 23-31 in 1998. 

Prudential are not intent on 
building on the tradition of the 
event, instead describing the 
lour, which wiJJ coincide with 
the company's 15lXh anniver- 
sary. as an entirely new race. 

Unlike its previous incarna- 
tion. which was restricted to 
England and Wales, the new 
event wOJ run through Scotland. 
Full details of the route will be 
announced in November. 


Peter King, the chief execu- 
tive of the British Cycling Fed- 
eration. said: “It represents a big 
vote of confidence in the sport. 
We see it as further evidence of 
cycling’s resurgence in popu- 
larity, both among those who 
take part and those who will en- 
joy the spectacle of exciting and 
colourful racing." 

The Czech sprinter Jan Svo- 
rada outpaced his rivals for his 
second victory in the Tour of 
Spain yesterday when he won 
the 170km 16th stage from 
Cangas de Onis to Santander. 

Svorada’s sprint over the fi- 
nal 100 metres gave his Mapei 
team their fourth stage success 
aDd softened the disappoint- 
ment of losing his Russian 
team-male Pavel Tonkov, who 
has pulled out of the event be- 
cause of a bronchial infection. 


Quins cite Rees 
for stamping 


The Heineken Cup, 
rugby’s flagship 
European competition, 
was rocked by more 
accusations of violence 
yesterday when 
Harlequins cited a 
Cardiff player for 
stamping. Andrew Bokhck 
reports. 


Tony Rees. Card iff s former 
Brive second-row forward, yes- 
terday found himself accused of 
a stamping incident that left 
Gareth Llewellyn. Harlequins’ 
Welsh international lock, nurs- 
ing a nasty facial cul 

Llewellyn asked Quins to 
view video evidence and under 
tournament rules they have 
now cited Rees in writing with- 
in 24 hours of Sunday’s at 
Cardiff ending. Quins' fax ar- 
rived with Heineken Cup di- 
rector Roger Pickering in 
Dublin yesterday afternoon as 
be was meeting with other 
tournament officials to discuss 
incidents both during and after 
the controversial Brive v Ponty- 
pridd cup tie the previous Sun- 
day. 

LleweHyn was not present 
when Quins looked at the video, 
bu! Andy KeasL, the dub's rug- 
by director, said it showed a 
clear case of stamping. “Gareth 
asked us to view it and I can con- 
firm that we have cited Tony 
Rees," Keast said. 

The incident soured Quins' 
notable 28-21 victory, which 
ended with Llewellyn and Rees 
brawling as the French referee 
Didier M£n£ sounded his final 
whistle. Llewellyn, capped 59 
times by Wales, returned to the 


field for Quins' warm-down 
session with blood running from 
a wound perilously close to his 
left eye. 

He expressed his anger in no 
uncertain terms, claiming: “It 
was obviously deliberate and 1 
am not very happy to say the 
least. If the player concerned 
wants to do that sort of thing, 
then fine, but we'Q have to see 
where we go from here.** 

Heineken Cup rules state 
that any cited player cannot be 
considered for selection by his 
club until the case has been 
dealt with. That will frustrate 
Cardiff, who face a critical away 
game against Munster next 
weekend, when they need a vic- 
tory to keep alive their dwin- 
dling chances of reaching the 
quarter-finals. 

The Cardiff coach Terry 
Holmes claimed he was un- 
aware of any incident involving 
Rees, but he could now bfe 
without the 6ft 5 in forward, who 
joined the dub earlier this year 
from Brive. 

Rees, 32, has given the 
Cardiff pack an added physical 
presence along with his former 
Brive colleague Gregori Kacala 
and was prominent during im- 
pressive early-season league 
victories over the Welsh 
champions Pontypridd and 
their old rivals, Neath. 

A government inquiry into 
the financial and administrative 
affairs of South African rugby 
was launched yesterday, three 
days before Corel du Plessis' 
successor as the Springbok 
coach is due to be named. 

The Sports Minister, Steve 
Tkhwete, made it clear that the 
inquiry was not a vendetta, but 
“rather a way for rugby to dear 
its name". 


lake any action, but until the 
wind settles into a more regu- 
lar pattern all are most con- 
cerned that they should not be 
left behind in a calm. 

WHTBREAD BOUND THE WORLD RACE; 
(Startup M 1*00 GUTjiKtefdBjr, wtBi (Ba- 
lance lo finlsb): 1 EF Language (Swefc 
7323£rtar. 2 Her* Op (Men) 70*4: 3 Ow* 
Racing (US) 70(5; 4 hxaemer [Nori 70(7; I 
S8t Cut (GB1 70S]; 8 Tbshtoa (US) 7T254; 7 
Americas Chafcnaa (US| 71266: 8 Swocfch 
Utah (SwaL 7®» 9 B= Education (Swe) 7B89: 
i o ain» Surxxgy (Meant rota 

- Stuart Alexander 


HOCKLY 


England’s progress suffers 
through lack of discipline 


BiUCofwSI 

England — 
Argentina. 


England's hopes of a place in 
the semi-finals wilted in the 
World Junior Cup at Milton 
Keynes yesterday when they 
were beaten 5-2 by Argentina. 
They must now beat Pakistan, 
who yesterday outclassed Ger- 
many 6-2, this evening. 

Yesterday's game hinged on 
England's failure to score from 
five penalty corners inside three 
minutes early in the game and 
two second-half suspensions, 
which disorganised their de- 
fence. Additionally, England 
did not play that well and al- 
though goalkeeper Jon Eb- 
sworth saved well at a penalty 
stroke, be appeared at fault for 
at least two of the goals. 

After England’s bright open- 
ing spell, Argentina took the 
lead in the 17th minute through 
Leonardo DeambrosL Eng- 
land’s response was swift 
through David Mathews and 
wi thin three minutes they went 
ahead. Alistair Boyse scored 
from Mark Pearn’s quickly tak- 
en free bit. 


That was the end of Eng- 
land's control of the game. 
German Orozco equalised for 
Argentina on the interval. The 
second half was just six minutes 
old when Richard Stamp was 
temporarily suspended for a sec- 
ond offence. Within two min- 
utes, Deambrosi had scored 
his second and England had 
conceded a penalty stroke from 
which Orozco scored. 

England had no sooner got 
Stamp back and were looking 
workmanlike when Boyse was 
suspended. Leandro Melgare- 
jo, taking advantage of the dis- 
ruption, scored their fifth goaL 

A disappointed England 
coach, Jon Royce, was critical 
afterwards. “Some of the more 
talented players let themselves 
down with their lack of disci- 
pline." 

B4GLAND: J BnwOfth nMdrQlori); B Gta- 
rard draft, cap!); R Irvine [Oxford Univer- 
sity). J Evanmtt (Cantertxryi 
(Beeaton); Manprata KOchar f 
JotaaonfC^yioddDHMctonf 

a); 6 Mathews (C 


aw* (Oxford Umonitrt 

± A Boy** (Lewes). M 
! HunfihHK (Cwtotuy) 


A Sfcnora (Southgate); I 
sortiuryi T Matthews (Oxford 
Subattutes used: ' ~ 

Paam (Reockiot S I 
WORLD JUNIOR CUP (MHttn Koynea) 
Pool B: Egypt 2 Japan 4: Pakistan B Gar- 
many 2; England 2 Argentina a Standkigs 
(after tour gamaa}; T Germany 9pta; 2 Wp 
jetan ft S En^rid 6( 4 AipsntinB 5; 3 Jsyar 
3; 6 Egypt 2.1bday: Auatraki v Netherlands 
(121?; Spain v Belgium (2X3); Japan v Ar- 
gentina (40): England V Pakistan (B0). 
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Birmingham Buitaa 2 2 £ 1 
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Football 


Cycling 


striker Brian Quatey from 

Borough even though he had not 
pteyea in their first team. 
GBryBetervifK* Rangers left-tack, has 
sorted trertig wifh WMves w»i a view 
to e permanent move. 

Steve Davis, the Barnsley centra-halt 
has broken Ks ri^rt leg again. Davis 
sustained the Miry during a training 
session with the Second Division 
cfutL Ybrk, where he was on loan 
MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER: Smi Joss Ctah 
g Loa AKQBiBg Gatoy 2: f*w. Encana 
awi3MwW»4«wJaiaayU«!ifiwaft'fcin- 
po Bay NUhy 2 wartngtDn DC UM 1 
FIFA WORLD UNDER-17 CHAMPIONSHIP 
(Cdro) ffcal: Braai 2 Ghana t 
SUNDAY'S LATE RESULTS: (Wtai Uagw 
IMnaaa 2 IMm l Frtncft taagitaUanlpad- 

taOMBrntaZBammOMtat ttGmnwnliay ta 

VIB SMigart 3 Sendee Manctunglaifca* 0 


CENTRAL SUASION 

Wnw» Bay * 

Green Bay . . 3 


Daw* t 



WESTERN DIVISION' 
San fta noMoo -- J 
CmM -■ — * 

BiLaui*.- 
NwtWam - < 
mm ■ — -O 

• (X«n :rt acvft an 
hernia *• 


1 0 
2 6 
a o 

3 2 
A 0 


96 

US 

U7 

9* 

56 

68 

58 

77 

n 

81 


Mom's mate* 


SB 

84 

93 

83 

OB 

39 

J* 

77 

XS 

tP 

Jta*- 


{ Golf 

5BW-8BS^iaBiJSS1 

a l S h > |jf i£.f nM:^AA£^X«an SSffl W W^ftSBUnger ( Gad W43 B6K 

co. 4 aiiteStaw MM wcati t Qqpl go tspi 

r aftaaw- 6 E Efa fSAI 053421 : 7 R Goman 
ISA) £352.785; « L WBBapod fEngl ££££■ 
BP-U jonaneson (8*e) 000530: 10 R Karfr 
- «Sk 6*; 11 J M Oto tal 1^1 
. 12 E Romero lAnu S2S3279J3 1 U 


SSWffiS i» AtO; 10 A ^ BpOSJ* 

I «sl itao. (M> TW. laimjgsgyw 1 
i«BVMaS7»WTVII:lT *».W «»» 

sgasss^sjgS.’iaaB 
ssssrs?wi!«|3^ 
as iJ *iiWBi«|ag 
asas-'-HSMSfjSSS, 



+11:10; « V 
• iUN *tf ££: 11 P BcdWJ* 

♦Tiai: 12 F Garda Cwaa (8W mg JEffi 


Baseball 
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Motor racing 

CHAMPION SPARK PLUG WORLD DRIVER 
MNKMGS (Bipsm: 1 1 • 
it 899: z A Zanoid (CARR BLg. 3 J Gogon 
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iw«a 1694; 7 A Vtenu (BTC) B90: 6 □ Janwt 
pSsatfi) 6B*. 9 P da la Roaa (FonnA 
MnfsS: in H Casco Hwaa Only 


JJLataolQrandTaurartSSooerOandXxi- 

ng)550. IBM &JR«rTjn(CART)540', 19 JAJs- 
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Rugby League 

STONES Premiertito SamMbrt: Wigan (2Q 
22, Stiafltatd |£J 10 Wsarr. Triaa HaugWwv A 
Jotraon Rcfaraon: Goats Panel S StaMtafefc 
Trtaa Laadesv McAfistar Goals. Aston ^830 

Rugby Union 

RFU KNOCK OUT CUP Sacood round draw: 
South: StcuMoa v txnen: Wlncliaaer « 
Readng, Hawrt v Mason; Hanley » Cwrtw- 
tay. Lydnay v Amorsham and CWom; CnoL 
lantern v Sevanoafca. Stones v Barter r. 
tad * ftossun fWc lams * NarimtStearn; 
SUvaavBaMjsLontxiWMsnvCBknBradi- 
nd« Mai pmee: tteataKuw-Mam* NawCuy. 
Haywsds Haadi v Lauvastcn. rtortc Rugby 
» Vegabote (tie of Msni: A su a t na w Widnes. 
Sandal v Mawm. Praam Gras^opperi w 
MancteMar. Bioedsvwt v Huadarsfteld. 
Whariaddav Wcm: W n w i g ton ParfcvLhrar- 
pool St Hetans: Malay * Sa«y Oak. SteftokJ * 
VHatf um Btmwxtem & Bond «ooay. Not- 

trwhffln v Ckncasier. Worcester v Leeds: 
Kendal vHarrogaK Northam r 7y nadola 73« 
K> te O&yed Stansiy 4 Oaubar 

Snooker 

GERMAN OPEN (HoratonJJ TJWd quaDfying 
maid: S A» IPBLi ta T lAjjte (N at) M; Lifcdi- 
« (Wan bt J 5*04 IN B» M: B M 
la J tary (Eng) 5-3. fi Snaadon 
OComor (Rep «tl b-3 

Speedway 

SUNDAY'S LATE RESULTS: I 
Ntucn 43 UbtomIh 47. Gb»«a « Long 
Eaan 48: SaAa B2 Oriord 28 Etna Laagua: 
BssttxxmB&i Unas Lynn 22 Cnerfty.se ftx*» 
32: Stndon 54 Wolrarli a m pB n 36 

Squash 

FfcxJders£ek& ASson Wfcay won the Aral 
Wtsm World Tow title of her career 
In Kuala Lunpix wtfien she beat Seri- 
ga Macfie. the Scottish No 1 2-ft 9-4, 
§^2. 9-2, n the final at tha YTL Ope n. 
Y1L-OPEN WOMEN'S CHAMPIONSHIP 
(Ktrta LUPqaxl garni llndr A Wny (Eng) Bt 


K Attaon LAu9) 9-1 9-29-i.S Madia (Scojbt S 
L LBong Asafl M EW W Ffcrt: Wray bt Mac- 
tie 2-9 94 82 94 

US WOME7TS PROFESSIONAL CHAMP!- 


ss 


Eng) bt 5 

i-9 97 9-2 8-99-6 Boat Wn^l bt Gps«s 
3 81 93 

Tennis 

TOULOUSE GRAND PHX MEN'S TOURNA- 
MENT (Branca) First round: MMartdi (tt) bt 
C Wftanson iGB 92 7-8. N KleOr (Ger ( bt P 
Frenteson fS«ei 48 M 61 : J Stemart* (N«d 
W S Grosman (Fr) 63 61 
ROMANIAN OPB4 MEN'S CLAY COURT 
TOURNAMBfT (Bueterael) FbfltrtHart A Be- 
lasBsma fSpr or O Rcscarti (Romi 63 f-fi 7- 
6; A Portas fep) bt A Maran (Sp) 4-6 7-8 64: 
F Oawa (Sp) bt K Alarm (Mori 63 63 
WISMILAK INTERNATIONAL WOMENS 
TOURNAMENT (Buteeya tatonjangtoa Oral 
round: Mte SaaM (Japan) U A Snood (Am) 
7-6 63; R McQuftan (Aus) bt S Drate-auc*- 
man lAuu 62 63; L Nanedna (Cz Rep) bt 
A Gam (Cz Rkii 63 67 61 . H kvue (Japan) 
bt M Kocma (Geri 62 67. S nurt (R) at 
S Noonander (Nan) 63 3-D ret; N Pratt (Auu 
bt A Ossa (POO 63 61 
LEADMG WTATOlffl RAM0MG6: 1 M ktops 
|S<»9) 66550*5. 2 J NoMft (Cz Rap) 3577. 3 



1 SpHea (ftani 2235. 10 C Uaranaz (Sp) 2BB. 
T1 A Sonftaz (a» 23BL12 M J Fowfa (US) 
IRE, 13 S Grat l Ger) 1.766 14 S Teatuo (Fri 
1733. IS B Serutz -McCarthy (Netti) 1670. 16 
R Oragonv (Ron) 1«3 17 S Aftrtanana (Bog 
1379 IBB Pairs (A14J UB3 IB KPOfUSUSt 
20 Y fesuM ilndcnj IT71 

SUNOAY9 LATE RESULTS World Groin 
maOiyOB round (Mason): FLbsb bl Ramans 
63(NaS OaW): Inda bt Chle 3 2 (Monte, 
at): SftaUa t* Canada 4- 1 (ttaftsfcat ftft we 
M AuSPa 92 (Eaaan): Germany bt M onm 6 
C (Locarno): SwtC w tand bt Stun Korea 3-2. 
(Cham): Betgntn W France 3-2. (Ftortanopo- 
Uec Ben m nbm Zetano 5<t Eure-AMba zona 

orsup omlBotapeefl: Uftoaie L« Hrjnaary3- 

2 Group two (HeMnld): FMano bi Rainds- 
i (Mala): Norway tz PortugN 3-2 Amariean 
Zone gnwp two (Bogou): Cotontaa « 
Urucuay 4-LAaWOBBaniJ bdio one pteMW: 
UzbeUstan bt Pitapnea 54 (Buenos Afros): 
Araenena or Wnaaftie 4-t Group two Anal 
(Beirut); Lebanon lead ttn 3-a 


Football 

700 unisss stated 
COCA-COLA CUP 
SECOND ROUND SECOND-LEG 

Barnet (0) v Mtddtasbraugh (1) (745) 

Bury (1) v Sunderland (2) (7/15) ... 

RMvborough (IQ v Rcadfctg (8) (7N5) — 

ShetfWd l)td (1) s Watford (1) (745) 

Stockport (i) « Birmingham (4) (7-45) _ — 

Torquay (1) a Ipawtch (1) (748) 

Damnara (2) » Notts County (0) (7^S) _ 

West Bromwich (1) v Luton (1) (7JO) 

York (1) v Oxford Utd (4) (740) 

FA CARUNG PREMERSHIP 

Boton » ■Bsttonltan (60) 

WlmWadan v Barnsley pAS) 

GM VAUXKALL CONFERENCE 

Chattenham v Slough (7^5) ■■ 

Wovt] * lOddannlnater (7AJ) — 

BTHMIAN LEAGUE Premier Dtvtekm: Mes- 
buy v HbcMn; Owsham v ErCeAt Wwfai <■ 
Btsfiops SurTtcrxi (745); Hendon v Heybrtdgs; 
Kinpssnrfan v Harrow Borough; Ovtcrd CSV v 
Pirteet Sutton Did v Omaaend & N; Wetton 
& Harsham » Carshaton (74H ; YMdng v Bas- 
Hrst Division: Abkigdon Ibwn v 
(745): Bertftemsted v WhytaHls 
(745): Ctertsey » Barton (745): GreysvMoto- 
sey: Hampton vBlercay (745); RxiftsdvVIfcii- 

inrjnsm (745?: VWmbKy v State* Wrtfftig v 

MaklBrteedSaBondDnWtaieBwitaedvCsn- 


vsy Island; Egnam v Horamm; Marlon v 
Lefyson; MetropoHan Ptdce v WeaJdstone; 
TExry V tboong 3 MlKnam; Wkftbor & Bon 
v Baring. Wftom v Hmcgi fud . Third Divi- 
sion: Kingstuy tan v Souurt . 

UNtBOND LEAGUE Pmmisr DMstan: Barrow 
v n adcaha Borough: BMh Spartans v Spen- 
rryrrOCT, Coiwyn Bay v Banter Bridge: Frk*- 
ley v Aftetcn: Cassetey v GalnsOortu^i IHnlty; 
Lancaster vChortay: Late RABv Aart ten i 
Srartev FtetOMstBii: Eastwood Town vTJV 
coin Uid: Fhoi v Button; Qaal Harwood v 

N aft a ft M . Grate »D»oyhdBmHBnoQ3leTfcawi 

v Stncsstedge; WTrntey Btw v Fardey CeAc 
(745J: W u rltinptnn v Trshoni 
DR MARTENS LEAGUE Pmmisr Ovtshac 
Baft Oly » Gbuoaster CBy; Canftndga City v 
rethHLt ttebOMen "town v Brastoy Rowte 
( 74ft; Htaftjg v Crawfcy. Wng^ Lynn vBw- 


SuttDnCokftQid; Undday UtdvWtsbodT; *.»- 
non v Etakanal (74ft; Moor Green v Reunda; 
Reddtch v Staflcrd Rttigen; Stepdted Dyramo 
v Biston; Stourbridge v Rncftg CkJbWnddL 
Sadhem DMtaac Bastey v Mentoovae; Eith 
& Belwdera v Ftoec Ftatrer MIMa v Darttord; 
Mai9MBvBeidock(74a; N e wpor t ftW vHa- 
van{74ft:VUbymocrtvTrowbr>dge[745);Wlt- 
neyvAnsham (745|; VMavCnnceEtar (7451 
ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN LEAGUE 
First DMstan: Duftton FB v Bedftgter lenl- 
BrS; 1» Law V GUBbOTOu^i 
WINSTONLEAD KENT LEAGire: Ctehan v 
Dwui toy Ftmoss (74G); ftteetone Mats v Sbde 
apm (7451; Heme Bay irHytfe (745; liMqge 
V*fc v Corinthtan 

TJNIJET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Hrst DL 
vtsloK Hordvan YMCA v VMuthBHtc Lanatey 
%orts vMe<UcRa1flSktv4ruVW PVi. Ra* 
hi v necdswi A Wnm (745L 
UHLSPORT UNITED COUNT1B LEAGUE 
Prander Division: Scute v St Nscte. I 
hoe v Desooraugn; Ford Sports v But*] 

•torn: »*e«ft v Mntea# Beckuonr. _ _ 
- ’ ’ i v Wborton, Stanton! v Boston tout; 

I vEynertury 
JEWS0NEA8TBW LEAGUE CUP Pranakwry 
round: Buylpwn v Fskotem (74H; HtMasd 
v Vthrtxws (745); Wtinon v Newma rta (749: 
Wbotarldga v WMtcn (74SL 
SCHEWFDC DIRECT LEAGUE Prate* OM- 
alwc Bristol tenor Farm v Chant Meaotwn v 
Backwel; Odd Down v Chtopenham: Pwten v 
Mangotuteltl. Waaftuy v Stagnt (745) 
NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE Pla- 
nner Division: EcdeeM v Msltby; Gtass- 
hotcHon v Picturing: Hatfield Wn v Amato: 
Htaw— v A m ft uu e weflare: Ureraedoe v Ron- 
wfiocL Nraft Forrtoy v Sstoy. OBMtt Town u 
Shafflskl 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE Rest Di- 
vision: Mharim LR v Hokar OU Boys: Cted- 
dtttai v Atherton Catering; Daraai v Gkwop 
North End; Kkftgrovev Haelngdan: Uoateyv 
CUme: Ftoaaettdale v Mona Road: SUM v 
Buscoutfi 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGtE: Goftxn Bonuft 
v Wtotema 

INTERLINK EXPRESS MBLAND ALLIANCE: 
H d et o we n Harriets v Brt Ugnort i 
LEAGUE OF WALES: Barry v H a r onuU w ua t: 
Connehs Quay v Banger Cftr. Newtown v 
Rhayader 


Section C: CHtevDe v Howry; Gtantorerr v 
Onogh; Ponadown v Carrit* Rangera 
POWTWS LEAGUE Second DMdon: Bwflcrt 
Qty v Rnft e ritam pq. 

AVON INSURANCE C0MBMAEI10N First OL 
tAslon: Crystal Pataca v Ponsmcuh CD) fat 
Plough Lane): WKt Ham v Brighton (745) (ft 
Roots Hafl. Smeheni). 

Basketball 

MENSEUROCUPGmupE:E)ddeLmtetov- 
sra v Siefansl fiflan |B0) 

Hockey 

WORLD JUNIOR CUP (UBton Kaynasfc Bjyjx 
V Japan (tao; PaMaan v Germany oh-, Gig. 
tanervAigwraia ftflj; ctfta vhdta 

Ice hockey 

SUPERIEAGUE: Pafctey Pfeataa vAyr Scaotah 
at£tee(73EL 


.745: TOmworih v 

Rovers. mdtanri million 0udwui6iv( _ _ 
BracUey v Stfti Borough (745): Ewasham v 


Dwaoy. 


Dunamon 
r. C ctvwnov 


v Bangor. Uftfiid v UnrwMdy 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 

84.5 

The average number of 
games a football manag- 
er has in charge of a team 
from the bottom cSvision, 
accordhg to an institute of 
BMnorrtc Affairs survey of 
42j624 matches. The top- 
dhrtaton figure is 1265 l 
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FOOTBALL 


After 13 years 
Anderlecht 
are punished 
by Uefa 


Anderlecht have finally paid the 
price for bribing the referee in 
their Uefa Cup semi-Gnai 
against Nottingham Forest 13 
vears ago and will be banned 
"from the next European com- 
petition they qualify for. 

European football's gov- 
erning body, which had previ- 
ously said it could do nothing 
because the offence had been 
committed more than 10 years 
ago. imposed the ban yesterday. 

Uefa has taken 'the action af- 
ter admissions by Roger Vinden 
Stock, the chairman of the Bel- 
gian side, that the club, under his 
father's chairmanship, paid 
QMXJU to the Spanish referee af- 
ter their 1984 semi-final. 

Vanden Stock said his father 
had given Guruceta Mu to. killed 
in a car crash in 1987, “a loan" 
the day after the second leg of 
the tie. which Anderlecht won 
3-0 to wipe out Forest’s 2-0 
first-leg lead. The English club 
had scored a disallowed goal in 
the second leg. which television 
replays showed was legitimate. 

Anderlecht are also faring le- 
gal action after several former 
Forest players announced last 
week that they are to start le- 
gal action against them. 

Manchester United have sent 
a video to the Football Associ- 
ation which they claim shows 
Gary Pallister should not have 
been sent off against Bolton. 

The England defender was 
dismissed by the referee Paul 
Durian following a clash with 
Bolton's Nathan Blake in the 
first half of Saturdays goalless 
draw at the Reebok Stadium. It 
was Pallister’s first red card in 
his eight years with the champ- 
ions. 

The FA has said it is still 
waiting for the referee’s re- 
port. Durkin said: “I write my 
report from what I saw during 
the game and not after watch- 
ing television." 

Manchester City cut the ask- 
ing price for Uwe RSsler to 
£1 Jra yesterday in an attempt to 
set up a quick sale to Everton. 
The German striker has refused 
a new contract at Maine Road 
and can leave for nothing at the 
end of the season, prompting the 
drop in his valuation. 


Michael Du berry, Chelsea's 
highly rated young defender, has 
been told his ankle is not broken, 
but he may still face a long lay- 
off if there is ligament damage. 

Duberry was taken to hos- 
pital for X-rays on his left an- 
kle which be hurt in an 
insignificant-looking challenge 
by Luis Boa Morte during Sun- 
day’s defeat by Arsenal. 

Rank Sinclair, who dropped 
his shorts to celebrate scoring 
Chelsea's opening goal of the 
season at Coventry on 9 August, 
was fined £750 and censured by 
the FA yesterday. 

Benfica are ready to ap- 
point Bobby Robson as then- 
new coach, according to reports 
in the Portuguese press yester- 
day. The former England man- 
ager, currently general manager 
at Barcelona - is wanted to re- 
place Manuel Jose, who was 
sacked on Sunday after refus- 
ing to resign following a series 
of poor results. 

Bruce Grobbelaar has 
joined Sheffield Wednesday on 
a three-month deal after less 
than a week at Oxford United. 
The 39-year-old goalkeeper, 
charged by the FA last week 
with breaking betting rules a 
month after being acquitted of 
match-fixing, was signed by the 
Wednesday manager, David 
Pleat, because of a groin injury 
to Kevin Pressman in Saturday’s 
0-0 draw with Coventry. 

Blackburn Rovers have re- 
leased the Greek international 
Yorgos Donis after he failed se- 
cure a first- team place, just over 
a year after arriving at Ewood 
Park on a free transfer. Donis 
made 22 appearances for Rovers 
last season, but found his chances 
limited and has agreed with Roy 
Hodgson, the Blackburn man- 
ager, to have his contract can- 
celled by mutual consent. 

The Wimbledon striker 
Marcus Gayle has been re- 
leased from hospital after he 
complaining of chest pains and 
cramp following his team’s 1-0 
defeat by Crystal Palace on 
Saturday. Gayle was back doing 
“light exercise" yesterday and 
dub officials arc hopeful the 
problem was only a virus. 

- Catherine Riley 



GOLF 


Martin may 


sue 


committee 


! Miguel Martin, who was 
dropped from Europe 1 * 

| Ryder Cup team, says he 
: may take legal action 

‘ over his exclusion. . 

: Andy Forre If reports from 
Vaiderrama 


Life’s a beach: Though he might fancy himself as the new Depardieu, Eric Cantona was keeping his football eye in on the C&te d’Azur on Sunday as 
he played under royal patronage. While Manchester United sat on top of the Premiership, their former presiding genius was turning out for Prince 
Albert of Monaco^ team in the Pro Beach Soccer Tournament in Monte Carlo • Photograph: Clive Brunskill/Allsport 


morrow. • 

Lawyers for the European 
tbur consider Martin has no 
claim for compensation but the 
man replaced by Jose Maria 
Olazabal in Seve Ballesteros's 
team had earlier indicated he 
would not simply take the £3.500 
expenses offered to all the oth- 
er team members. 

Despite these problems 
Ballesteros had the air yesterday 
■ of a man. who is ready for the 
most important week of his 
golfing life. Far from being ner- 
vous about what might happen 
in the first Ryder Cup ever to be 
staged on Spanish soil - indeed 
Continental soil - Europe’s cap- 
tain insisted that he is simply ex- 
cited about the prospect. 

“When people are nervous it 
normally means they don't have 
confidence," said Ballesteros, 
lifting a glass to show that his 
hand was not shaking. “This is 
not the case with me. Everything 
Is under control, and l have 
tremendous confidence not just 
in myself; but in the teamaswcD." 

On his arrival at 'MUdenrama, 

: the sight of Nick Faldo practis- 
ing bard was a welcome sight for 
! the European team captain. 
FaJdo has not played for two 
weeks and travelled ahead of 
the rest of the team, who flew 
in from London this afternoon. 

Ballesteros, who in handing 
a wild card to Hilda, praised him 
as the man whom he would bet 
his life on playing the last hole, 
said: “Nick has shown dedica- 
tion over many years, and it's 
: nice to see he is still so keen." 
The unusual work! of Jesper 
famevik, page 30 
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England take shape as 
Woodward cuts deep 



Clive Woodward took an 
intriguing first step 
towards stamping his 
personality on England’s 
national squad yesterday 
by naming an 6fite party 
for tomorrow’s training 
run at Bisham Abbey. 
Chris H e we tt looks at the 
reasoning behind the 
new coach's selections. 


ACROSS 24 

Insult a fellow s appearance 
(71 25 

Tty iu find catch when hack- 
ing disarmament policy (4- 26 
31 

Advanced as Nepal col- 
lapsed: this helps movement 27 
over water (9) 

Crime for which cleric is be- 
headed (5) -i 

Mflk producer's awfully rude 
about head of Dairy (5) 2 

American bird has baby on 

a river (9) 3 

They can produce bags of 
smartness (7.7) 

Gets a changed point which 4 
actor should respond to (5-91 
Jack, it could be suggested, 5 
is not even-handed? (3-33) 


Rachmaninov, say, is short of 7 
material (5) 

Boot-Ticker not about to be- 8 
come unthinking (5-4) 

Learn about New Testament 13 
in translation; it's Qluminat- 
ing(7) 

European in the bad; of 15 
the boat is from the arieot (7) 
DOWN 

A graduate joining coppers? 16 
You can count on it (6) 

One providing money lose- 18 


Good Queen eats fish as well 
(7) 

Nobody holds nurses to be 


trash (8) 

Possibly blaming peer for 
making attack ineffective 

m . 

Put data mto computer, it is 
possibly a serious complaint 

(9) 

Use opals corruptly to get 
support (8) 

There's some grand irony 

rail ing this a land of dog (7) 
Former eon changed wfaat it 

M34) . 

Lower dergyman rounds up 
those people commonly (6) 
Fat old bees flying around (5) 
Game’s new unit of scoring 

(3) ‘ 


cure old sink (7) 

Work for Spanish and get on 19 
the same wavelength, which 
is apt (9) 3) 

A model of right thinking? 
( 11 ) 22 

Some quite extraordinary 25 
support for golfers (3) 

Second horse is found in 
erode hut (5) 


the day (5) 


I C'PuhlivhcJ b> Nowpapcr PuNahnsg PLG I Canada Square. Canny Wharf. uodoo EM5DL.md primed nl MnTarCnkwMai.S! 
UKuts Uoqd, WaiionJ Back hma available Crtnn Hbkhk Kewopapcn. 0IQ8S 840970. 
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New that is what you call a cufl. 
Clive Woodward took a tree- 
feller's axe to England's ludi- 
crously over-populated interim 
partyyeserday. chopping the vast 
majority of the 77-strong swathe 
of humanity nominated by Don 
Rutherford, the Rugby Football 
Union's technical director, and 
leaving himself a choice band of 

23 players with which to work. At 
this rate, he will soon be in a po- 
sition to give his his entire squad 
a lift to training. 

Sensibty enough. Woodward 
bas used his country’s strong and . 
generally successful Lions con- 
tingent as a foundation done - 
all but four of his select high- 
fliers were in South Africa dur- 
ing the summer. Indeed, only 
three English Lions have not 
made the list: Nigel Redman, 
who ironically produced a 
world-class display before 
Waodwanfs very eyes in last Sat- 
urday’s Bath-Brive match; Tony 
Underwood, the injury-prone 
Newcastle wing, and Tony 
Diprose, the Saracens captain. 

Di prose has been named in 
an ll-stroug subsidiary party of 


“emerging players", which in- 
cludes one or two comparative 
old-stagers who seem to have 
been emerging for years. John 
M alien, Garath Archer and 
Martin Cony have, like Diprose, 
already been capped bur the oth- 
er seven represent the very best 
of England's untried, untested 
and uninhibited talent. 

Woodward said yesterday 
that, to all intents and purpos- 
es, Phil de Glanville could still 
consider himself England cap 
tain and would be in charge of 
proceedings tomorrow. How- 
ever, be added a significan t rid- 
er by saying: “1 will be n aming 
the captain simultaneously with 
the team for the first Test of the 
season against Australia in No- 
vember and that side will be 
picked only on form. Everybody 
will need to show me and my fel- 
low selectors that they are good 
enough to occupy their positions 
during these intervening weeks." 

At least the new coach is 
staying true to his long-held phi- 
losophy that small is beautiful 
when it comes to squad size. 
Woodward believes in exclu- 
sivity, in making the inner cir- 
cle so difficult to break into that, 
when players finally find the key 
to the door, they arrive hard- 
ened by the experience. Cer- 
tainly, it will now take a 
monumental effort for some of 
England’s best-known per- 
formers to daw their way bade 
into contention. 

Underwood nay well feature 
sponer rather than later, but 
Redman, Ben Clarke, Victor 
Lfbogu, Dairen Garforth, Chris 
Shcasby and Jon Sleigh ihokne 


are all on the outside looking in. 
So too is Andy GomarsalL who 
started last season as England's 
first-choice scrum-half. The fall 
from grace can be steep and 
rapid, as the 23-year-old Wisp 
is discovering. 

Will Greenwood, such an 
outstanding success with the Li- 
ons until his tour was cut-short 
by a life-threatening head injury 
during the match with Free 
State in Bloemfontein, is the 
only uncapped player on the 
6 Lite list. With de Glanvflie 
back to something like bis best 
and Jeremy Guscott nearing full 
fitness, the midfield selection for 
the Wallaby Test looks like a 
straightforward two from three. 

The ‘*emergmg" list includes 
two youngsters widely expected 
challenge for That places before 
the season is out: Matt Perry, 
the Bath utility bock, and Will 
Green, the Whsps prop. But the 
dark horse may turn out to be 
Andy Long, the Bath and Eng- 
land Under-21 front-rower rat- 
ed by many good judges as the 
most talented hooker to emerge 
in this country in a generation. 

BttRAND aim SQUAD: Fun-tack: t 
S di Mpmo (NewcasBel Whwt: N Baaf 
jNcrtrampton). A Adebayo 
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: As the Concorde carrying-Tum 
; Kite's American Ryder Cup 
^ team landed at Malaga' lasl 
night Miguel Angel Martin was 
i also, arriving at the airport. 
: Marlin, who had matte the short 
j journey from Madrid, is threat- 

' cningtosue ihe RyderCupcom- 
: mittee after they axed him from 
i the European team and bus so 
i -far declined an invitation to be 
ai Vaiderrama. 

“I do not knowyct if 1 will be 

I at the Ryder Cup." said the 35- 

j year-old Spaniard who has been 

? unable to play since July. He 
j added: “"Thu will have news to- 
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